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Roles of men and women in the fami

Within afamily the members have differentroles and
responsibilities. These could include:

» caring forchildren

» caringfor otherfamily members, forexample looking afterelderly
relatives

» maintainingthe family home

» earning money tosupportthe family.

Bothwomen and menaim to provide love, comfort, protection and

support foreach otherandfor any children. Both have a

role to playinthe education of children to become responsible adults and

future parents. They should show mutual support of each other. Men and

women are both importantrole models for children.

Traditional views

In the past Christianity, Islam and

Judaism all held avery traditional view

of the role of women and menin family

life. The man wasresponsible for providing forthe family through work
and the motherwas responsible fordomesticlife. The views of the three
religions were ‘patriarchal’ (the opposite of matriarchal) inthe sense
that the man was seenvery much as the leader of the family.

These traditional views are changing. Women and men are now often
regarded as much more of a partnershipinfamily lifewith shared
responsibilities. Itis now much more common forwomentogo on
workingwhen they get married and have afamily, and increasing
numbers of men are taking on the role of ‘house-husband’ while their
wivesor partners go out to work. The law is also changing to reflect this.
In 2015 itbecame possible formenand women to share parental leave.
Parents can decide who takes leaveto care for the baby, rather thaniit
automatically beingthe mother.

Relationships

Famllv life

The family is the foundation forall

human activity. Itiswhere all

human relationships beginand are
developed. Within each family the

norms and values of society are
lived outin practice and a new

generation of children are brought
up intoadulthood. There are many

differenttypes of family. The
traditional form of the family, an
extended family, hasbeen
replaced by a variety of family
forms.

The most common types of family
are:

» Nuclearfamily

Two parentsand one or more
child(ren) all livingin the same
house.

> Extended family

A number of adults and children
who are related livingin the same
home. This mayinclude many
relatives living togetherin close
proximity; forexample, cousins,
aunts, uncles and grandparents all
livingtogetherand sharingin
family roles.

» Reconstituted family

Some divorced adults choose to
remarry or live inaco- habiting
relationship. This may lead tothe
creation of a reconstituted family.
This type of family structure is
made up of a mix of step-parents
and step-children.

> Single parent family

Where one parentraisesone or
more children alone. The number
of single parentfamilies has

continuedtorise in modern Britain

as aresultof an increasingrate of
divorce.

» Childless family

Where a married or co-habiting
couple are eitherunable to have
children naturally ordecide notto
have children. Same-sex couples
are oftenachildless family.
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|What have families got to do with religion? [ ..y people today, suchas

I Religionandthe family are interlinked in many ways. Family lifeis humanists, think that children should
| wherereligionisexperienced by young children and youngadults make up theirownideasabout

I through the example of their parents. Most religious believers thinkit | religion o.rthafc parentss.houldnot'
isa religious duty for parents to bring up their children to share in their | share theirreligious beliefs andfaith

I faith and teach the values which are importantto them, such asthe with their children. Humanists believe
Ten Commandments. These basicvalues, or attitudes to living, are all people should be able to make a
shared by Christians, Muslims and Jews: respect your parents, no killing | free choice aboutacceptingor
or murder, no adultery, no stealing, nolies and no envy or greed. rejectingreligious beliefs.

In terms of religious practice, parents:

» teachthemhowand whento pray
» joininthe celebration of festivals
| » understand the importance of rites of passage.

»  are expectedtotake theirchildrentoa place of worship
» teachthemhowto read and understand sacred texts

I For many religious believers, those who share in their faith are regarded as an extended family. Christians use the

I phrase, ‘People of God’ forall Christians, and Muslims use the word ‘ummah’ for the worldwide community of Islam!

The traditional teaching of Christianity, Islam and Judaism has been that marriage is the basis of family life.

Marriage isregarded as:
> God given

> the bestbasisforcreating an environmentintowhich children should be born

A wedding ceremony isanimportant rite of passage in many religious traditions. Itis a celebration that
recognises the importance of marriage, anditincludes ritual and symbolism, which often reflect the purposes

of marriage.

|
I
|
I
| > alifelongcommitment.
|
I
I

» Some Christians regard marriage as a gift givento
humanity by God — a sacrament.

» Inthe Christian weddingservice, the phrase
‘ordained by God’ is used giving marriage avery
special significance forall Christians. The vows
exchanged reflect this.

»  The phrase from the marriage service ‘what God has | | >

joinedtogether, letnoman putasunder’is
interpreted to mean marriage should be alifelong
union.

» Inthe GospelsJesusteaches aboutthe importance

that, as part of God’s creation, God made man and

1=
/! Muslim views on marriage

|
1" > In the Qur'anthere are a numberof

|I referencestothe importance of marriage and
|I how it isthe basis of family life.

I > AllMuslimsare encouragedtomarryinorder
I| to have a companionand, although divorce is

permitted, the ideal isthat marriage is forlife.
The following quote from the Qur'an shows
that Muslims believe marriage is a gift from

| I God and that people should marry. It says that
|| within this relationship the couple are able to
| show affection towards one anotherand are

Il able tosupporteach otherintheirreligious
I faith.

woman. Jesus uses powerful language to conveythel |

meaningthat marriage is the complete joining
together of two people inavery special way.

‘Butat the beginning of creation God “made them
male and female”. “Forthis reason a man will leave
his father and mother and be united to his wife, and
the two will become one flesh”. So they are no

I

I

|

I

I

|

I

|

I

: of marriage. Thisrefers backto theideain Genesis
I

I

|

I

|

I

: longertwo, butone flesh’. Mark 10:6-8

‘And of His signs is that He created for you
|I fromyourselves mates that you may find

| I tranquillity in them; and He placed between
I I | youaffectionand mercy. Indeed in thatare

I I | signsforapeoplewho give thought.” Qur'an
30:21
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he Christian wedding ceremony

Relationships

| The Muslim wedding ceremony

I A typical wedding ceremonyinthe Church of Englandis

I performed by avicar and would be as follows:

|
I >

I

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
B
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

The vicar welcomes everyone and gives ashort
sermon on the nature and purpose of marriage.
The couple exchange theirvows which reflect the
main Christian beliefs about marriage:

To haveand to hold
From this day forward
For better for worse
Forricher for poorer
Insickness and in health
To love and to cherish
Till death do us part
According to God’s holy law
And thisis my solemn vow

The couple exchange rings as a sign of commitment
and say:

With my body | honouryou,
allthat lam | give to you,

andall that| havel share with you,
within the love of God,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

The vicar declares the couple married.

There are prayers and Bible readings, and the
priestgivesasermon. There mayalso be hymns
with an appropriate theme.

The legal requirementin Britainisforthe newly
married couple to signthe register, witnessed by
a registrarand witnesses, which makesthe
marriage ceremony legal.

The nikahisa simple marriage ceremonyinwhicha

man and woman declare their commitmentto one
anotheras husband and wife. It might take placeina

mosque, where it could be led by animam. However, it

may also be at the bride’shome.

» The wali or woman’s guardian in marriage offers the

bride tothe groom.
» There mustbe two witnesses who have attained
adulthood and are good Muslims.
» Thereisthe payment of mahr (dowry or marriage
gift) by the groomto the bride.
A marriage contractis signed by the bride and
groom and witnesses. Forthe nikah there mustbe
the consent of both parties.
A sermonisgiventoblessthe marriage.
Vows are not necessary but may be exchanged if
the bride and groom choose to do so. Traditionally
the bride would vow to be honest, obedient and
faithful and the husband would vow to be helpful
and faithful.
» The weddingceremony ends with prayers forthe
bride and groom, theirfamilies, the local Muslim

>

community and the worldwide Muslim community.
» The weddingbanquetorwalimais traditionally held
by the groom after the nikah has taken place. It may

take place immediately following the nikah oron

the following day but the purpose of the banquetis

for family and friends to share inthe groom’s
happiness onthe occasion of his marriage and to
give thanks to God.

A separate civil ceremony must also take place to
make the marriage legal.

Marriage outside religious traditions

Examples of issues raised by inter-faith marriages

are:

> Inthe Christian Orthodox tradition, amarriage
in church only takes place if an Orthodox
Christianis marrying a baptised Christian.

> Inthe Catholictraditionthe partnerwhoisnot
Catholicmust agree to any children of the
marriage beingallowed to follow the Catholic
faith.

> In the Jewish Orthodoxtradition only, Jews
may marry each otherina synagogue.

Where there isan issue about people marryingin
a place of worship because of different religious
beliefs, itis possible to have acivil ceremony
followed, forexample, by areligious blessing.
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"Cohabitation I: Christian views on cohabitation

Cohabitationis wheretwo people who are not |

married live inaromanticpartnershipwhichmay | I
involve anintimateand sexual relationship. Some | I
couples choose to cohabitand never marry, while | |

some couples will marry aftera period of [
cohabitation. In 2012 there were 5.9 million |
people cohabitinginthe UKand it was the fastest
growing family type. | I
===============:’.I
IMuslim views on cohabitation !
I >  Althoughin practice some Muslims may |I
| choose to cohabit, according to the teachings I |
[ of Islamit is always wrong. Muslims believe I |
I that fora couple tolive togetherinasexual I
L relationship they must first be married. I I
—————————————— -l

>

Although Christian doctrines have traditionally
prohibited cohabitation therehasbeenan
increasingly more tolerant line takeninsome
denominations towards couples who cohabit.

Liberal Anglicans, forexample, accept cohabitation
where itis part of a committed relationship, although
they still believe that marriage would be the ideal.
Some denominations disagree with cohabitation as
they believe it devalues the special and sacred nature
of sex, which should only take place within marriage.
The CatholicChurch and more conservative Anglicans
do notaccept cohabitation and expectacouple to
not have sex before marriage.

Some Baptist Churches may refuse to marrya couple
who are cohabiting.

I Adultery

I Extra-marital sex or adulteryiswhenamarried person has a sexual relationship with someone otherthan their

I husband orwife. In Britain the vast majority of people disapprove of adultery on moral and social grounds and the
| law recognisesadultery as a justifiable reason for the granting of adivorce. Christianity, Islam and Judaism all

[ consideradultery agreatsin. Adulteryis clearly forbidden in the Ten Commandments.

IChristian views on adultery 1 ' Muslim views on adultery

| Christianity teaches that adulteryiswrong

I forthe following reasons:

| » Marriage issexually exclusive and

| should notbe shared with anyone else.

»  The Ten Commandments forbid
adultery: You shallnot commit

| adultery.’ Exodus 20:14

I > Marriage isa sacrament—a giftfrom

| God — and adultery goes against this.

| »  Committing adultery destroys the

special relationship betweena

husband and wife.

> Committing adultery can harmthe

I family unitand cause the partnerto

| feel cheated and betrayed.

: Islamteaches thatadulteryis wrongforthe following

reasons:

I » Sexoutside of marriage is generally strongly

| disapproved of.

I > Marriage isalife-longunion based on trust, morality

I and devotion.

I » Vows promisingto be faithful to one another might be

exchangedinthe marriage ceremony.

I » Adulteryisseenasharmful tosociety, soagainst the

| unity and peace of the ummah (brotherhood).

I > Adulteryisseenasaform of theft of the worst

I possible sort.

I » The Qur’'an teachesthatadulteryiswrong: ‘And do not
approach unlawfulsexualintercourse. Indeed, it is ever

I animmorality and is evil as a way.” Qur'an 17:32

I Whv do some marriages fail?

I Allreligions understand thatthere is conflictin human
I relationships, including within marriages. Withina

| marriage there are many things that may cause conflict
| as the diagram shows.

| If a couple cannotreconcile, they might decide they

I no longerwishtobe married and setabout ending
theirrelationship. This mightinvolve:

I » divorce — the legal ending of marriage

I > separation- decidingto live separately

I > annulment- alegal way of cancellingamarriage

| inthe Catholic Church.
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Dlvorce and separation

I
| When a couple’s married relationship breaks down they are likely to separate |
| and decide tolive apart. Separation may only be forashort period until they can |
| geta divorce orsome couples may not get a divorce and just remain separated. |
|
I
I
|

I For example, the Catholic Church does not permitdivorce. So, some Catholics many remain
| separatedratherthandivorce. If one of the partners wants to remarry, they needto have a
divorce first; marriage to someone else while stillmarried is known as bigamy and isillegal.
Divorce isthe legal ending of a marriage, and couples need to apply viathe court system.

Pl i s el |

Chr|st|an views on divorce and separation

The Catholic Church

» The CatholicChurch does not recognise divorce and
regards marriage as a lifelong commitment.

> In thesituation whereamarriage breaks down and there
isno chance of a reconciliationthe two options fora
Catholicare eitheran annulment orseparation.

» Catholics base this beliefon teachings of the Bible, forexample:
attitudes towards divorce. ‘Jesus replied, “Moses permitted you to
divorce yourwives because your hearts were hard. But it was not
this way from the beginning. I tell you that anyone who divorces his
wife, except for sexualimmorality, and marries another woman
commits adultery.”” Matthew 19:8-9

> ‘Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.’
Mark 10:9

» Catholics who are separated are expected not to cohabit with

Other Christian traditions

» In other Christian traditions
there isdiversity of
viewpoints.

Because divorce is the legal ending of
a marriage by the state, all other
Christian denominations accept
divorce buttheissue becomes
complicatedif adivorced Christian
wants to remarry. For example, in
the Anglican church divorce is
accepted butremarriage of a
divorced personislefttothe
personal decision of aminister. The
diagram on the next page outlines

anyone else andif they do this, they are notallowed toreceive
Holy Communion during mass. Of course, some Catholics do get
divorced, however, thiswould not be recognised by the Catholic

some of the different
denominations’ attitudes towards
divorce.

Church.

Annulment
Anannulment (or ‘nullity
of marriage’ or ‘nullity of
domesticpartnership’) is
when a court says your
marriage or domestic
partnershipis notlegally
valid. The CatholicChurch
teachesthatannulmentis
the only acceptable waya
marriage can be dissolved.
Anannulment may be
granted forthe non-
consummation of
marriage, whichmeansa
married couple have not
had sex, orwhereitis
proved the marriage
should not have taken
place.
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IMuslim views on divorce and separation

Knowing and Aware.” Qur'an 4:35

» Thereisa period of three months afterthey apply to the council, to
give the couple time toreconcile and to ensure the womanis not
pregnant (asthe quote below fromthe Qur’an explains). At the end of
this period areligious divorce is granted.

»  Muslims believethat married couples experiencing conflict should try to reconcile. Beforeadivorce
takes place an imam and the Muslim community would seek to tryand help acouple.

» Theideaof reconciliation before divorce is referred toin this passage from the Qur'an. ‘And if you
feardissention between the two, send an arbitrator from his people and an arbitrator from her
people. If they both desire reconciliation, God will cause it between them. Indeed, God is ever

» However, Muslims reluctantly accept that reconciliation is not always possible, so do accept divorce.

»  Whendivorce does occur Muslims believe each partnershould be free to remarry in the future.

» Aswellasa civil divorce, which legally ends the marriage, Muslims believe that the marriage must
alsobe endedinthe eyes of God. They can apply toa Shari’ah council to obtain an Islamicdivorce.

‘Divorce is twice. Then,
either keep [her]in an
acceptable manneror
release [her] with good

inr-r-r—-=-="=-""==-""==-""=="/"=-"/==-/,==s=====9

Humanist views on divorce Il Remarriage

treatment. And itis not
lawfulforyou to take
anything of whatyou have
giventhemunless both
fearthatthey will not be
able to keep [within] the
limits of Allah . But if you
fearthat they will not keep
[within] the limits of Allah,
then there is no blame
upon eitherof them
concerning that by which
sheransoms herself. These
are thelimits of Allah , so
do nottransgress them.
And whoever transgresses
the limits of Allah — it is
thosewho are the
wrongdoers.” Qur'an 2:229

and separation

» Humanists believethat marriage
and family breakdowniis best
avoided and would say that couples
should try to work through their
difficulties.

» Thisis particularlyimportantwhen

there are childreninvolved.

However, humanists recognise that

thisis sometimes not possible and

believe people only have thislife so
itis importantthislife is enjoyed
and lived to the full.

When people are unhappyitis

acceptable forthemto separate and

divorce.

Y

Differentreligious traditions have different viewpoints about
remarriage and there are often differences of opinion within

1 traditions.

» Catholics, forexample, who decide to go against Church
teachingsand geta civil divorce may not remarryin a Catholic
church. Divorced Catholics may choose toremarryina
different place of worship orina civil ceremony. Inthe
Anglican tradition, aminister may exercise personal judgement
indecidingtoremarry a divorcee dependingonthe
circumstances of a divorce.

» Some Anglican ministers willnot marry a divorced person but
may perform achurch blessing ceremony afteraregistry office
wedding.

» Inlslam, remarriage isnotanissue, because divorce is
accepted. Remarriage is encouraged because thereisnoidea
of celibacyinlslam. InJudaismremarriage is also encouraged.

—_— e e e e e e e e e e e ol e o o e o o o T e O D O T S e S S e e .
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Sexual relationships

| All religions regard sexual relationships as an important part of being human. Sex is
| regardedasa giftfrom God and part of God’s creation. Itallows forthe continuation
| of the humanrace andis an important part of humanidentity. Itisalsoaphysical
way in which people may express loveto each other. Promiscuity is regarded as
something which is always wrong, ora sin, because religions teach that sex should only be part of a committed
relationship between two people who have deep feelings foreach other. As sex can resultin children, fidelity in
| sexual relationshipsis reallyimportant for the upbringing of children by two parents.

|
| Chastity

Chastity is the state in which a person does not have
sexual relationships untilmarried. In the traditional

I teachings of Christianity, Judaism and Islam a person

I would remain chaste until marriage. In Americathe

| ‘silverringthing’ was promotedas aphysical

| expression of this viewpoint. Unmarried Christian
teenagers and youngadults wearasilverringontheir
‘weddingfinger’ to show they will remain chaste until
theyare married, when married, they willreplace the

| silverringwith aweddingring.

R R R R R RS,

|
(Christian attitudes to sex

Muslim attitudes to sex

Celibacy

Celibacyiswhenapersondecides nevertohavea
sexual relationship. In the Catholicfaith, forexample,
there has been a tradition of celibacy. Monks, nuns
and priests take avow of celibacy. Thisisadecision
notto marry or to have any sexual relationships. Itis
made as a positive choice of lifestyle in orderto
dedicate one’slife tothe service of God. Islam and
Judaismteach thatan adultshould marryinorderto
have a companioninlife and thatnoone needsto
live acelibate life.

Christians believe that sex should generally
take place within marriage. Itisviewed asa
giftfrom God and is holy and sacred. This is
why it should be somethingthatyouonly
do withthe personyoulove. Casual sex
(promiscuity) is seen as devaluing both
people and sexitself andisunacceptable.
There is concernthat children may be born
outside of astable home environment.

Contraception

|

I

| Contraception means

| deliberately using methods to
prevent pregnancy. There are
| two types: artificial and

I nhatural. Natural

I contraceptioniswherea

| personabstainsfromsex

| duringthe time of the month
I whenawomanis mostlikely
to conceive. Artificial

I contraception methods

I includethe useofthe

I contraceptive pill orinjection
| andbarriermethodsto

I

I

|

|

prevent conception. Religious There are many types of contraception available, some types (like condoms) act
as a barrierto stop the spermreachingthe egg. Othertypes, forexample the
contraceptionare veryvaried. contraceptive pill, may prevent an egg from being released or prevent fertilised
eggsfromimplantinginthe womb.

attitudes towards

I
|
I Muslims believethat sex should happen within marriage —
married partners are expected to meeteach other’s needs,
I includingtheirsexualneeds. Itis considered an act of worship.
I Fora Muslim, sex outside of marriage is wrongas showninthe
I following quotation fromthe Qur'an: “And do notapproach
| unlawfulsexualintercourse. Indeed, itis ever animmorality and
I is evil as a way.”Qur'an 17:32

Because Muslims believe sex is anact of worship this meansit
| may only take place within marriage. To have sex outside of
| marriage is simply wrong because it may lead to promiscuity.

L o o ot ot ot ot o o e e
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1Christian views on contraception

I Most Protestants believe in the use of different forms of contraception for family planning purposes, but the

| CatholicChurch has opposed artificial methods of contraception. In the current debate about the effects of
population growth onthe planet, many Catholics find this particularteaching difficult to follow and will instead
follow their conscience. Many Catholics also want to enjoy sex without the worry of having more childrenthan
they can look after or afford.

I Thomas Aquinas and Natural Law

Natural Law is an ethical theory associated mainly with Thomas Aquinas. An ethical
theory triesto help guide humanson how to live and how to make moral decisions.

Aquinas thoughtthere were somefundamental laws which were laid down by God
and are the basis of how humans should live their lives. He set out five primary

precepts:
1. Self-preservation/preservation of the innocent
2. Continuation of the species through reproduction
3. Education of children
4. Toliveinsociety

5.To WOFShip God St Thomas Aquinas was a
Dominican friarwho was aleading
Fromthese he setout secondary precepts or rules which help us fulfil the primary theologian andphilosopher ofthe

CatholicChurchin the Middle Ages.

reproduce, so a secondary precept might be that contraceptionis wrongas that
would preventreproduction.

The CatholicChurch takes an absolutist view of Aquinas’s Natural Law, which meansit believes that the rules he
laid down should always be followed. Therefore, it states that contraception should not be used because it goes

against Natural Law.

However, other Christians and some Catholics believe that Natural Law shouldn’t be seen as an absolute set of
rulesthatshould neverbe broken. Instead, God gave humans intelligence and creativity in order thatthey should
use theirconscience to decide whatisrightinagivensituation. There may be some circumstances where using
contraceptionisthe responsible and moral thingto do. For example, many Christians are concerned about the
overpopulation of the planet and contraception is a way of controlling this. Similarly, contraception doesn’t just

I prevent pregnancy butalso stops the spread of sexually transmitted diseases, sois agood thing for this reason.

I
I
|
I
I
|
I
|
I
I
I precepts. Forexample, the second primary precept says that humans must
I
I
|
I
|
I
I
|
I

r . . .
Muslim views on contraception

The Qur’an does not make any explicit references to contraception, although itis generally accepted thataform
of contraception was used during the time of the Prophet Muhammad. As aresult Muslims believe in the use of
contraception, but certain criteriamust be met. These are:

» thatitonlyshouldbe usedif both the husband and wife consent toits use.

Most Muslims accept the use of contraceptionto limitthe size of families but would not generally accept
permanentforms of contraception, such as sterilisation.

|
l |
l |
| |
l |
| » thatitmustnot harm the body I
l |
l |
l |

Humanist views on contraception I

I

I The humanistviewpointisthat contraceptionis permissible in orderto help people to enjoy theirlives and limit
the size of families. Sex is regarded as an expression of human affection and love between two peopleand it

I has noreligious orsacred aspect.

I

I

|

Science should be used toimprove the quality of life forhuman beings, thereforeif the use of contraception
limitsthe size of families and leads to animprovementin the quality of life it should be used.
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-
| Same-sex relationships

In the past romanticrelationships have been seen as a relationship between a mananda woman ratherthan
betweentwo menorbetweentwowomen. [twas onlyin 1967 that homosexuality was decriminalised in the UK.
As British society has changed, many people’s attitudes to same -sex relationships have also changed. The Civil
Partnership Actin 2004 enabled same-sex partners to have essentially the same legalrights and responsibilities as
married couples. This was followed by the Marriage (same-sex couples) Actin 2013, which legalised same-sex
marriage in England and Wales. So now same-sexcouples who wish to be legally joined have two routes they can
take.

Same-sex relationships divide people’s opinions, both forthose with religious faith and those without. The three
monotheisticreligions of Christianity, Judaism and Islam have traditionally taught that same -sex relationships are
wrong. However, within individual religions there is sometimes disagreement about these teachings.
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1 Christian views on same-sex relationships

| Many Christians oppose same-sexmarriage on biblical grounds, quoting anumber of verses from both the Old
I and New Testaments:

‘We know thatthe law is good if one uses it properly. We also know
thatthe lawis madenot forthe righteous but forlawbreakers and
rebels, the ungodly and sinful, the unholy and irreligious, forthose who
kill their fathers or mothers, for murderers, forthe sexually immoral, for
those practicing homosexuadlity, for slave traders and liars and
perjurers—and for whateverelse is contrary to the sound doctrine.” 1
Timothy 1: 8-10

‘If a man has sexualrelations with
a man asone does witha woman,
both of them have done whatis
detestable. They areto be putto
death; their blood will be on their
own heads.’ Leviticus 20:13

However, other Christians believe that these passages reflect the cultural and social values of the time they
were writteninand thattheydon’tapplyintoday’s society. They might point to the factthat there are lots of
things condemned in the Bible that would be seen as perfectly acceptable today.

The Catholic Church

The doctrine and teachings of the Catholic Church prohibit same -sex
marriage as it believes that sexual relationships should only exist between
a man and a womanina marriage.

In April 2010, Pope Francis wrote,

of the same sex. To distinguish is not to discriminate but to respect differences. . .. At
a time when we place emphasis on the richness of pluralism and social and cultural
diversity, it is a contradiction to minimise fundamental humandifferences. A father is
notthe same as a mother. We cannot teach future generations that preparing yourself
for planningafamily based on the stable relationship between amanand a womanis
the same as living with aperson of the same sex.’

Other Christian Churches
»  Atthe momentthe Anglican Church does not believe same-sex marriages should take place in
church. There are some individual clergy who do not agree with this decision and might decide
to performa church blessing.
»  OtherChristian denominations, such as Quakers, will conduct asame-sex service butasame-sex
couple will still need a civil ceremony as wellin orderto be legally married.
»  The United Reform Church has recently decided to allow same-sex marriages to take place in

I
|
I
I
|
I
I
|
I
|
I
I
|
| ‘Amarriage [made up of man and woman] is not the same as the union of two people
I
|
I
|
I
I
|
I
I
|
I
| theirchurches.

Muslim views on same-sex relationships

Islam forbids same-sexmarriages and homosexual and lesbian relationships, believing that sex should
only take place between ahusband and wife. Muslims regard marriage as the only place where sexual
relationships should take place and regard marriage as a sacred contract betweenonlyamananda
woman.

The quotation to the right from the Qur'anis used by Muslims who view homosexuality asimmoral.
Muslims interpretthisto meanthatsame-sex relationships are wrong.

‘And [We had sent] Lot when he said to his people, “Do you commit such immorality as no one has preceded you
with from among the worlds? Indeed, you approach men with desire, instead of women. Rather, you are a
transgressing people.” Qur'an 7:80-81

| Humanist views on same-sex relationships

|
I The humanistapproachisthat humanbeings should find personal happinessin this lifetime and I
I same-sexrelationships are a positive expression of this view. |

|
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I Issues of equality — Gender prejudice and discrimination

Gender prejudice and discrimination

I One of the mostsignificant changesinsocietyinrecenttimesisthe

| changingrelationships between women and men aroundissues of
equality, notonlyinthis country butacross the world. Gender equality
aimsto stop any form of gender discrimination.

I In UK law, men and women have equal rightsinemploymentand

I discrimination onthe basis of genderisillegal. The 2010 Equality Act

| simplified previous laws to protect people from discrimination on the
basis of several protected characteristics, including sex. However,
traditionally women and men had differentrolesin religions particularly
inrelationtotheirrole inauthority (leadership) and worship. These

| traditional roles have been debated in recentyearsasthe role of women

I has changedinsocietyto become more equal to that of men.
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I Muslim attitudes to the roles of women in worship and authority

|> For most Muslim
groups women cannot
beimamsand lead
menin prayer.Some
Muslims scholars
claimthathavinga
femaleimamwould
invalidatemen’s
prayers.
1> some Sunni groups
I allowwomentoactas
| imamsandlead
| prayersif the
I congregationis made
up of otherwomenor
I close family. However,
I shewillnotleadthe
|
|
|
|
|

prayers by standingin
front of the
congregationasa man
would, instead she
wouldstandinthe
congregation.

I> Womenandmenare
also usually separated

duringworship. Some high profile femaleimams have led mixed congregationsin countries like
However, thereis Canadaand the UK such. In Britain, Raheel Raza became the first Muslim-born
increasing pressure womanto lead a mixed gender British congregation through Friday prayers ata small
fromsome withinthe | prayersessionin Oxford. Raheel argues that nowhere inthe Qur’an are female
Muslim community imams forbidden. Raheelreceived death threats when she led amixed-gender

allowedtolead mixed | women.
sex congregations and
worship together with
men.

‘It’s not justabout taking the job of animam. It’s about reminding the Muslim
community that 50 per cent of its adherents are women who are equalto men.
Women are equally observant, practising Muslims who deserve to be heard.’

A This also comes up in the Issues of Human Rights section

I
|
|
|
|
| forwomentobe prayersessionin Canadabutshe believes whatsheis doingisimportantforall
|
|
I
|
|



Themes —

Issues of Relationships

I Christian attitudes to

the roles of women in worshlp and author

ity

The Catholic and Orthodox Churches

> In the Catholicand Orthodox

Churcheswomen can take up active
rolesinworship and authority. They
can become a nunor ‘sister’, taking
vows to devote theirlife to God.

They are equal members of Church congregations
withmenand can supportthe Churchina
number of ways, from administrative functions
like serving on Church finance committees to
helping ministerslead worship.

However, women are always lay people inthese
Churches, they cannot be ordained. Ordinationis
the process where peopleare granted religious
authority, sowomen cannot become priests for
example.One reason forthisisthatthese
Churches believe that while menand women are
equal they have different strengths and
contributions to make to society.

Men take more religious leadership roles, while
women have an equallyimportantrole toplayin
theirfamilies and communities.

Pope Francis has praised the role women playin
the Church and expressed the hope that women
can play a biggerpart in Church life, butinaway
that allowsthemto continue todo their
importantwork supporting theirfamilies.

The Anglican Church

» There have beensignificantchangesin
therole of womeninworshipinthe
Anglican Church toallow menand
women to take up equal rolesin Church
leadership and worship.

» Thirty-two female ministers were
ordainedin 1994 and the firstfemale
bishop was ordained in 2014. This means
that women can become ministers and
lead Christian congregationsin worship.

» When the Church of
England voted toallow
women to become Bishops
the Archbishop of
Canterbury, Justin Welby,
saidthat the Church was
enteringa ‘completely new
phase of our existence’.
However, he warned thatit
might take up to tenyears
before there were even
numbers of male and

female bishops. England.

OtherProtestant denominations women play an

important role in worship, working as ministersand

leading acts of worship and readingin services.

Justin Welby The Archbishop
of Canterbury, and the most
senior bishop in the Church

-
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Issues of life after death topics

Section 1: The world

O How did the world begin?

O Scientificand non-religious views on
the beginning of the world

O The Big Bang Theory

U Evolution

O Christian views on creation

O Muslimviews on creation

QO Christian views on Stewardship

O Muslim views on Stewardship

Section 2: Medical Ethics

Q Christian and Muslim views on the
sanctity of life

O The Quality of life

O Abortion

Q Christian views on abortion

O Muslimviews on abortion

U Euthanasia

O Christian views on euthanasia

O Muslim views on euthanasia

Section 3: Life after death

O What happens whenwe die?

Q The soul

Q Christian views on the soul

O Muslim views on the soul

U Christian views on life after death

O Muslim views on life after death

Q Christian views on heaven/hell and
judgement

O Muslimviews on heaven/helland
judgement

Q Christianfunerals

O Muslim funerals

O Humanist/non-religious funerals
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Religious views

The sacred texts of Christianity, Islamand
Judaismall contain accounts of the creation of
the world. These three religions all share
common roots, soitis unsurprisingthatthere
are elements of the Genesis creationstoriesin
the Biblewhichalsoappearinthe Qur'anic
version. However, withinthese religions
different believers hold different interpretations
of these accounts:

|
I
|
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|
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The world

I: How did the world
:| begin?

|| Many of the world religions have

important beliefs abouthow the
world came into being. The

|I monotheistic traditions of Judaism,
|| Christianityandlslamarebased on

the beliefthat there is one, all-
| powerful creator God who is the

sourceof all life. Their creation
| f all life. Thei ti

|| stories, whicharefound intheir holy

I| books, all tell of a unique creation
| event at the beginningof time,
|

when lifespranginto existence from

|I nothing at the command of God.

Il Hindus also haveimportantcreation

[ stories, but they are not usually
| understood as historical events.
|I Hinduismand Buddhismdo not
|I teach the existence of a single
|I monotheistic creator God at their

centre.
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Science

The world

Since the sixteenth century there has been a massive shiftinthe way peoplein

Western Europe understand the natural world.

Until the rise of scientificthinking there was an acceptance within Christian society
that the Bible was the absolute, unchanging word of God. The traditional Christian
view was that the earth had been created by God, as described in the Book of

Genesis.

However, as more and more evidence builtupinthe fields of geology and biology it
became clearthat the earthisfar olderthan had previously been understood. It
was Charles Darwin who was the first person to show convincingly that life had
arisenthrough the slow, natural process of evolution and therefore the earth must

be many millions of years old.

They theory of evolution

In 1859 Charles Darwin published On the Origin of
Species. This controversial book set out his Theory of
Evolution by Natural Selection, explaining how living
creatures have evolved through a process of gradual
change overmillions of years. Hisideas were backed
by the detailed evidence which he had gathered
through over 30 years of scientificresearch.

On the Galapagos Islands, off the coast of South America, Darwin
had observed birds (finches) on the differentislands.

He noticed that different types of finches lived on differentislands.
Some had fat beaks; they tended to be found onislands where seeds
were the mainfood-source. On otherislands, where fleshy cactus
fruits were abundant, the finches had thin, pointed beaks.

Histheory suggests that characteristics like these happened

by chance as natural variety inan animal’s offspring (just like

you might be brown eyed and your brother mightbe blue eyed).
However, sometimes these characteristics were actually very useful,
so long pointed beaks gave those finches an advantage in eatingthe
cactus. So animals with these characteristics were more likely to
survive and breed, and pass the characteristicon to their offspring.
This became known as the ‘survival of the fittest’. Darwin put
forwardthe ideathat this process had repeated itself overand over
again, oververy long periods of time, leading to completely new
species of animals emerging.

The theory of
whale evolution

Charles Darwin 1809-1882

Il Darwin (evolution)

J Today, there are manyreligious

Il believerswho welcome Darwin’s

I theories. Liberal Christians accept the

I ideathatscience canteach usthings

T that the writers of the Bible had no
understanding of. Most Jewish people

g have no probleminacceptingthe

Il theory of evolution.

I] However, some Evangelical Christians

I} and many mainstream Muslims see

T Darwinian evolution as an attack on
theirbeliefs:
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I The Big Bang Theory

I The study of the origins of the universe is called cosmology. Throughout
history, some thinkers have argued about whetherthe universe had an origin
or whetherithas always existed; whetheritis expanding or whetheritis static
(at rest).In 1965 cosmologists published conclusive evidence to show that the
universe didin fact have a beginning. This theory, that time and space began
around 15 billion years ago, became known as the Big Bang theory.

Accordingtothe Big Bang theory the universe began from a ‘singularity’, an
infinitely tiny point. This ‘singularity’ was infinitely hot and infinitely dense and,
as itexpanded, sub- atomicparticles and then atoms began to appear. This led
to the formation of stars and planets, which make up the universe as we know
ittoday. Most physicists believe that the universe will continue expanding for
countless billions of years to come, becoming biggerand colder.

Today most scientists accept this as an accurate explanation forourworld.
The evidence forthe

Big Bang theory comes
from the discovery of
background radiation,
whichisthoughtto be
left overfrom the initial
expansion atthe start
of the universe. This
can be detected with
powerful telescopes.

Buddhists, Hindus and Sikhs tend to be quite accepting of the Big Bang theory. They believe thatthe world has
beenformed, destroyed and re-formed countless times and so this fits well with the idea that the universeisina
state of development.

guestionthe evidence on whichitis based and accept that thisis a way that God may have chosen to allow the
universe to create intelligent life. Religious creationists are very critical of these ideas. Forthem it contradicts the
truth that God has formed all life through his own power.

Evenif scientists are correctin sayingthatthe universe began with a ‘Big Bang’, have they really solved the
guestion ‘Where does the universe come from?’. We are still left with the question of what caused the Big Bang.
Some Christians have argued that it was God.

|
I
I
|
I
| Liberal Christians, Jews and Muslims find no problemin accepting the Big Bang theory. They have no reasonto
|
I
|
I
I
|

Christian attidues to the creation

Genesis: There are twostories which describe God’s creation of the world, found in the Book of Genesis.
?:n]fs's 1:1_2_:3 describes how God dth A Genesis 2:4-2:25
e first creation story describes how God created the eart The second creation story teaches that God made

over six Fiays: from the creation of eart.h and sky, through Adam first, before the animals, and placed himin
the making of the sun, stars, plants, animals and then finally o )
the Garden of Edento live in paradise. Adam was

I
|
|
|
|
human beings. Humans are the peak of God’s creation,
: made in his igmage, giving them 5 unique statusas God’s formedfrom th'e ijSt ofthe groundand th‘e brgath
stewards of the earth. On the seventh day God rested. of God (symbolising the human soul), making him
| the son of the earth, but also a child of God. To give
| ‘And God said: “Let there be light”, and there was light.’ Adam a partner and a companion, God created Eve
|
|

Genesis 1:3 out of one of Adam’sribs.
‘Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, inour
likeness...” Genesis 1:26
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IChristian attitudes to creation

Christian sacred writings and science
or Christiansthe Bible has aunique status as the inspired ‘word of God’; itis unlike any other piece of human
writing. However, the way in which Christians interpret the Bible varies considerably.

Evangelical Christians

Many Evangelical Christians are creationists.
They referto the Bible as ‘God-breathed’,
meaningthatithas come directly fromthe

mouth of God: every word is true and accurate.

They say that scientifictheories of evolution
and the Big Bang must be false, because they
contradictthe literal understanding of the

ways of understanding creationism:

»  YoungEarth creationismis the view that
the world was created by God, in seven
actual days, and this happened less than
10,000 years ago.

» 0Old Earth creationismagrees that God
must have created the world, butit
acceptsthe ideathat creation took place
millions of years ago.

The seven days of creation refertolong

eras of time, ratherthan 24-hour periods.

Liberal Christians

They say thatit makes more sense to understand the Bible
accounts as myths; they should not to be understood as
historical events. The very fact that the two creation
narrativesin Genesis seemto contradict each otheris
evidence thatthese are stories, not factual accounts.

Liberal Christians accept that scientificthinking gives us an
accurate picture of reality. They say that the Christian
scriptures were written thousands of years ago by people
livinginapre-scientificage and are better understood

as a metaphor. Liberal Christians tend to agree with
evolution, butthey may disagree onthe way God was
actuallyinvolvedinbringinglife into being:

» Theisticguided evolution. The belief thatlife came
about through evolution, butthis process was guided by
the directintervention of God.

» Natural evolution. Many Christians acceptthe evidence
putforward by science, which says that evolutionisthe
natural process through which life has emerged.

However, they would say that God set down these laws

I
|
I
|
I
I
|
I
I
|
I creationstories. However, there are different
|
I
I
|
I
I
|
I
|
I
, of nature before the universe existed.

Muslim attitudes to creation

The Qur'an teachesthat God isthe Creator and Sustainer of all
life, but, unlike the Bible, thereis

no one single creation story. Passages about the creation are
scattered throughout the Qur’an. Muslims believe that God
created the heavensand the earth from formless matteroversix
long periods of time.

He created humans out of clay, molding Adam and breathinglife
and powerinto him. He took Adam to paradise and made a wife
for him.

Islamic sacred writings and science

Islamteachesthatthe Qur'anisa sacred textandthat the wordsit contains are the actual word of God. Most
Muslims believethat the Qur'an must be understood literally, not metaphorically. Because of this, many Muslims
are creationists: they say it was God who made the earth; it could not possibly have come about by itself. Islam
tendstoteach Old Earth creationism, the ideathat God created the world oversixlong periods

of time.

Some Muslims will criticise the theory of evolution becauseideas about evolution are often linked to atheism.
The Qur'an makes specificreference to Adam’s creation by God, so many Muslims, even if they accept most
aspects of evolution, refuseto acceptthe idea of human evolution.

However, there are also many Muslims who have no difficulty with accepting scientificexplanations

of the world while also believinginthe Qur’an. They have no major disagreement with science and they accept
evolution, becausethey say that scientificideas cannot disprove the existence of God. Animportant part of
beingaMuslimisto strive for better understanding of the world, so greater scientificknowledge gives adeeper
awareness of the way God has created the world.

RS | [



Themes — Issues of Life after Death The world

'Humanist attitudes to the creation of the world

Humanists believe that we can understand the world through science and

I that religious explanations of the world are unreliable. They say that there

I are no good reasons for believingin the existence of God and there is plenty

I of evidence tosuggestthat the world formed by itself, through slow gradual

| processesover billions of years. Evolution can help us to understand the way
speciesare related to each othertoday, rather thanrelyingon the religious
belief thatthe creation of lifeis a ‘mystery’.

|

| Humanists fora better world (H4BW) is a humanist group which was set
up in 2011. It aimsto create networks for Humanists to share ideas about

| the needto be active in campaigning onissues such as peace and

I international co-operation, global justice, climate change and the

I environment. They argue that the future of the worldisin our hands and

| ifwedo notact now we will doirreparable damage to the planet.

:Was the world designed?

I

I

|

I

I

|

I

|

I

I

|

—

|

The design argument |

Many religious believers say that the fact that the worldis so beautifuland well ordered |

gives usstrongevidence forthe existence of acreator God. They argue that the complexity I

and interconnectedness of nature |

could nothave come about by itself. I

There mustbe a divine mind behind I

creation.

Intelligent design I

Intelligent designisa |

popularbeliefinthe USA |

today amongsome |

Christians. The theory states [
that there are some organisms alive

today that cannot have come about I

through the process of slow, random |

evolution. |

I

|

I

I

|

I

|

I

I

|

I

I

|

I

|

I

I

|

|
I
I
|
I
I
|
I
|
I
I
|
I
I
I Michael Behe isa creation scientistwho
| arguesforintelligent design. He uses the
I example of amousetrap. He saysthata

mousetrap depends on five parts and if
I one of the parts was notthere itwould not work. The function of the mousetrap requires all the pieces. He
| arguesthat the sameistrue for life: the individual parts cannot have come together by chance; they must have
| all beendesignedtogether.
I
I
|
I
|
I
I
|
I
I
|

The illusion of design

The biologist Richard Dawkins argues that the theory of evolutionis
the best explanation of how life has come about. He argues that the
world might appearto have been designed, but that raisesthe
question: who designed the designer? Dawkins believes that natural
selection gives the solution to the question ‘Where dowe come
from?’. As an atheist, he argues that evolution needs no help from
God.

Dawkins most famous book
published in 2006.
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IWhat is stewardship? I:'Christian attitudes to stewardship
| Stewardship means caring for the planetand managing | Christiansbelieve thatlifeis agiftfrom God and that |
I itsresources. Astewardislike atrustee ora caretaker; | God has given humansthe role of stewardsinthe

| theyare responsibleforlooking aftersomeone’s world.

property while that personisaway. Many believerssay | Genesis1:26 teaches that God made men and

that God has given humansthe special duty tocare for | women in his own image, meaning thathumans have
the worldin his place, as his precious possession. || a soul which is unique. Genesis 2:7says that God

|| formed Adam fromthe dustand breathed his divine

I| life into him. Both these passages imply that humans
were created with aspecial status above the rest of

I nature. However, thisleads to a disagreement among

I Christians about how we should treat the

|I environment.

Y
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Dominion: to rule over nature
Evangelical Christians tend to take the Bible literally, so, whenitsays, inGenesis 1:28, that God created humans to
‘rule over nature, they believe that this gives us the right to utilise the world’s natural resources. In other words
they believe they have ‘dominion’ over nature.
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| Stewardship: to live in harmony with nature I
| More Liberal Christians, however, argue that humans should be stewards of the earth, ratherthan exploiters. I
I Genesis 2:15 speaks of God placing Adam in the Garden of Eden to ‘cultivate and care for it’. They say that I
| humanshave a responsibility towards the environment, looking after the planet’s precious resources. God has |
| entrusted ustolive as stewards and we should be responsible global citizens, using the earth’sresourcesina [
I sustainable manner. I
I I
I I
I I
| |
1

I

|

I

|

I

I
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|

I

I

|

Some ‘Green Christians’ are environmental activists who promote awareness and action at church, community
and national levels. What did Jesus mean when he taught his followers to ‘love your neighbour’ (Matthew 5:43)?
Some Christians argue thatin this statementJesusisreferringtoourfellow humansanditisthereforeacceptable
to killanimalsand eattheir meat, since they are not ourequals. Other more liberal believers would say that
when interpreting this passagetoday it should teach us that we need to have respectforall living beings.

'Muslim attitudes to stewardship

Islam teaches thatanimals must be respected, but, unlike
human beings, they are not uniquely sacred. Muslims, like
| Christians, believethat God is the all-powerful creator of all life
| and thathumans have been created with particular
| responsibilities. We are His trustees (khalifahs), appointed to Muhammad said animals must be
care for the worldandrule itas God would wish. Itisnotours to | treated with care and he told a story
waste or spoil; it must be safeguarded for future generations.

about how, on a very hot day, a
prostitute took water from a well to

Islam teaches thatthereisa patternand balance inthe give water to a dog. He pronounced
universe, known as fitrah. The survival and continuation of the that, for this act of kindness, all her sins
I planetrelies onthisbalance being maintained. Itis the role of would be forgiven by God

I humans, as khalifahs, to work to maintain this fitrah (balance)

| by beingaware of the need to use the earth’sresources fairly.

| Many Muslims say that this means thatthey should actas global citizens, living sustainable lifestyles. Others
argue that the reason Muslims should treat the earth with care is because we will be judged by God on the way
they have looked afterthe natural world.
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Medical Ethics
i The sanctity of life I
I Most people, whetherthey hold areligious belief or not, would accept that human life is special and worthy of |
being preserved. Forreligious believers, lifeis special because it comes ultimately from God. Life isa giftand is
|
I unique and priceless. Forthose without areligious faith, lifeis no less precious, butitsimportance does not hail I
I from God. Lifeis priceless because itisthe onlylife we have. I
I Thisbeliefleadsusto go to extraordinary lengths to protect and preserve human life. Italso has a huge impacton I
I various medical ethicsissues, especially those which relate to life-creating or life-ending procedures. |
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IChrlstlanattltudestothe sanctity of life: I| Muslim attitudes to the sanctity of life: |
I Christians believe life is sacred because: I| |
* Llifeiscreated by God, protected by God and valued II Muslims believelifeis sacred because: I
I byGod. Inthe Bibleitsays; ‘You created every part I - Alllifeiscreated by God,andonlyhe hasthe
| of me; you put me togetherin my mother’s | rightto take it away. I
I womb’Psalm 139:13. II * Everysoul has been created by God. God has
1° God isinterested andinvolved in each human’s life. I a planfor eachlife, written before each |
I * God has created each individual person, and I| personis ‘planted as a seed inyour mothers’ |
made them unique in theirownright, justas he || womb’. I
I madeAdamand Eve. Genesis 1:27 states that God |I ¢ Murderisexplicitly forbiddeninthe Qur’an: |
| created humankind in hisown image. | ‘And do notkill the soulwhich God has I
e Llifeisagiftfrom God. | orbidden [to be killed] except by [legal] right.”
I g I
1° Many Christians acceptthat only God should take | Qur’an 6:151 |
life away. I} + Noonehasthe rightto take theirownor |
I y I
* Catholics believe that only God should choose when || anyone else’slife. Thisis discussed in the [
I life begins. Therefore, they disagree in practice with |I Qur'an. ‘whoeverkills a soul unless fora soul |
I artificial methods of contraception and with IVF. [ or forcorruption [done] in the land — it is as if I
| * Jesusalsoshowed through histeachingsand II he had slain mankind entirely’
| practice that all life should be valued. The way I| * Killing of justone soul carries the sin of killing 1
I helpedthe leper, visited the sick and spoke to the | all of humanity. Those who commit such |
Samaritan woman demonstrated thatall lives are || crimes will face asevere punishment by God |
I worthy of respectand compassion. II on the Day of Judgement. |
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I The quality of life
How do we measure someone's quality of life? I
I
I Many people believe Assessingtheextent to whicha lifehas qualityis I
that the quality of our a difficultphilosophical problem.One person can |
| lifeis more important no more appreciate how another experiences |
i andtolerates painthanthey canguess how much
thanwhetheritis I
| special orsacred. If our pleasurethey might get from eating a bar of I
e . . chocolate. As such, measuringthe quality ofa
l :‘I:cfn[\sggil:ta:\r/]ill\;ilrfiity person’s lifeis incredibly difficult. |
I ) ) :
I and if we live with Quality of lifeindicators areused by I
freedomand dignity, governments across theworld.They lookat |
| then we have whatis material living conditions, health and education I
| considered agood provision, leisureand socialinteractions, as well I
| quality of life. If the as economic factors and the extent to which |
. human rights aregranted.
| degregofpamand
| sufferingthatwe Doctors and clinicians also havetools to measure the quality of life of their patients, looking |
endure exceeds the atlevels of pain, the extent of disability, the ability to feed and toiletoneself, among other |
I pleasure that we gain indicators. Mostdoctors, however, understand that there arereal limits to how accurate |
| fromotherareas of our | these measurements canbe. They similarly appreciatethatthere aregenuine ethical |
I life, then we would be problems with trying to evaluate quality of life. Ifa person’s lifehas insufficient quality,
: some would argue that they should have the rightto die. Some would alsosaythat
| consideredtohavea \d hat they shouldh he rightto di d al h I
poor quality of life attempts to treat a person’s illness should be weighed againstthe extent to whichthey are |
| going to livea lifefree from pain and suffering afterwards. |
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I Abortion

I When does life begin?

I Althoughitseemsobvious to state thatlife

| beginsatbirth and ends at death, there are

| real questionsastowhena ‘person’is first

| created. When doesa person actually
become aperson?
Some would argue thata person ‘begins’
when they are firstaware of theirown

I existence; otherswhen independentlifeis

I possible. Some would claim thatfrom the

| pointa foetuscanfeel pain, theyarea
personintheirown right. Many religious
believers would assert that from the
moment of conception, alife and therefore

l 3 person has been created. There are no

I definitiveorclearanswerstothis question,

| and anyanswers offered are affected by

I whatwe thinkbeinga ‘person’isall about.

T -=-=-=-=-=-========

Medical Ethics
iIThe great abortion debate . ... . |
L have been widely
L debatedsinceitwas |
L firstlegalisedin

Britainin 1967. Those
il . SN
againstabortion claim
L
thatitissimply
L immoral tokill
L unbornbabies,
| | irrespective of the circumstances of the mother. Others argue thatitis
| I the quality of lifethat matters, and that sometimes in modern society
procedures likeabortionarenecessary.Ifa babyis goingto be born
L
severely disabled or with a terminal or life-limiting condition, if the
| I mother is goingto suffer mentally or physically as theresultof the
| I pregnancy, or even ifthe pregnancy was the resultof rape, some people
I I feel that itis kinder to permit anabortion sothat quality of lifeis
I I maintained. For reasons such as these, abortion has become a massively
controversial issue.
1l i
, e ‘Pro-choice’ isa termused to
Il ‘Pro-life’isatermusedto talk about people who believe
L talk about people who
) o that every woman should be
1 believethatabortionis e
L aIwayswrongaerthat to herbody. That right
every human beinghas a . .
1 htto life ( i includes choosing whether or
i1 ”rgnbro |)e eventiny notto continue witha
I B yos). pregnancy and have a baby.
| This does not mean that a pro-
L choice advocate is necessarily
L in favour of abortion
1 absolutely—there may well be
il some situationsin which they
I would morally disagree with
| abortion. Rather, it means that
L they supporta woman’s right
L to choose for herself.
| . .
I I The rights of the unborn child
I Many people (religious and notreligious) who oppose abortion argue
I
| that the unborn child has rights —most specifically a rightto life. The
I law, however, is unclear aboutthe rights of the unborn child,andin

practicetheir rights are not distinguishable from those of the mother.
In December 2014, as partof a court casenot related to abortion, the
Court of Appeal ruled that anunborn child ‘was nota person’.
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| Christian views on abortion l
There is no singleviewon abortionin Christianity. Views differ due to the different priority given to concerns over of the |
I sanctity of lifeand the teaching of Jesus to actwith compassion. |
: Liberal Christians Conservative Christians |
The Church of England Catholics |
| »  The Church of England has a slightly > Catholics and other orthodox denominations |
| different view, as represented in this agree that abortionis forbiddeninall
& |
I resolution fromits governing body: circumstances as lifeis sacred and God given. I
| »  From the moment of conception a new and |
| unique life begins. This is not a potential I
life, but rather a human being with
I They do hold ,
that all lifeis potential. Abortion is therefore murder and |
| recious as itis against the Ten Commandments ‘thou
p
I made by God. shalt not kill’ |
I > Abortionisnotallowed for social reasons. However, if > Catholics believe that the foetus has a right I
| the mother’s lifeis in danger,abortionis permitted to live and develop, and that terminating
but not encouraged. this life is a great moral evil. |
IS Similarly, for ‘quality of life’ reasons and out of »  The Catholic Church condemned abortion |
| compassion, abortionis permitted if the female has as early as the second century CE. The |
I been raped. Takingall of this into consideration, they Didache, written in the second century,
interpreted too liberally and thatthis has resultedin abortion and shall not cause the newborn |
| the performance of an excessive number of abortions. to perish’ |
e o o e e mm e mm mm mm mm mm mm mm e mm e e mm Em mm Em mm Em mm o mm mm mm o mm o Em
Telnlivieiiaiaieieiivt ekl Rl
Muslim views on abortion :
I The Qur’an does not explicitly refer to abortion but offers guidanceon related matters. I
| » Whilemany Muslims believethat abortionis . i ) I
wrong and haram (forbidden) some also > Muslims be'llevetha.t God .creates lifeand only
| accept that there aresituationsinwhichan he canend it (sanctity of life). I
| abortion can be permitted. > ?bc;rzilzn for phureclly economicreasons is |
orbiddeninthe Qur’an:
I > Many will allowabortionifthe mother’s lifeis in danger or |
| ifthechildislikelytobe seriously deformed or diseased. ‘do not kill your children out of poverty; We will provide I
However, such decisions should notbe entered into lightly. foryou andthem.”
I The taking of the lifeof achildis a sin,and on the Day of Qur’an 6:151 |
| Judgement a child will havethe rightto ask why itwas | e |
| Killed. Humanist views on abortion I
» There exists real debate aboutthe acceptability of abortion l
I I
and the conditions under which it should be permitted: 1
I . Some schools of Muslimlaw permitabortion || :
| inthe first16 weeks of pregnancy.
. Others only permititinthe firstseven weeks. |
: I
| These differinginterpretations existbecauseeach sets a |
I different ‘point’ atwhich the embryo or foetus becomes a | |
person. 1
I > Even thosescholarswho permit earlyabortionin | |
| certaincases stillregard abortion as wrong, but do not I |
I regard itas a punishablewrong. They would argue that | |
: the more advanced the pregnancy, the greater the 1 I
wrong. 1]
I > The mother’s rights aregreater than the child’s until T |
| 120 days after conception, whichis when ensoulment I
happens (the foetus gets its soul).Islamallows abortion ]
I to save the lifeof the mother because itsees thisasthe || I
| ’lesser of two evils’and there is a general principlein T |
I Shari’ah (Muslimlaw) of choosing the lesser of two |
evils. 1
[ I
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Euthanasia

Also known as mercy killing or assisted suicide, euthanasiacomes
fromthe Greek word for ‘quietdeath’. Itis usually when a peaceful
and pain-freeendis broughttoa person’slife.

There are technically four different types of euthanasia.

» Voluntary euthanasia (or assisted suicide asitis knowninlaw)is
when a person explicitly asks for help to die. Often thiswould be due
to a life-limiting orterminalillness.

P Active euthanasia iswhen a persontakes a specificcourse of
actionto end theirown life, for example by takingan overdose.

P Passive euthanasiais when life-sustaining treatmentis removed,
for example afeedingtube orrespirator. Often this would be because
itis believedthatthe patientwould have wished fora ‘dignified
death’ orifthereisnohope of recovery.

» Involuntary euthanasiais where deathisforced upona person,
for example during ethniccleansing orthe death penalty.

The issue of euthanasia calls into question many different religious,
philosophicaland ethical issues; such as whetherwe have the right to
end our ownlives.

Peter Singer
Living wills

treatments to be usedto revive them.

Why might people want toend
their own life?

People suffering from incurable chronic
degenerative diseases (illnesses that
steadily grow worse over

time for which there are no known
cures) like motor neurone disease
might choose to end their own lives
before their illness reaches its final
stages and they are unable to
communicate with others. Some
people, for example those suffering
from terminal cancer, want to choose
to end their lives before the most
painful and life-limiting phase of their
iliness sets in. For others, living with
constant and unmanageable pain
(maybe linked to an injury, disability or
side-effect from previous illnesses) is
reason enough to consider seeking
euthanasia.

Do not resuscitate wrist bands are used to show medical
professionals that a patient does not want medical

A livingwillis alegal document.

It outlines for medical
professionalsand nextof kin
(closerelatives) whata person
wants to happen ifthey find
themselves critically or
terminallyill. Itnormally
instructs doctors and other
medical professionals notto
resuscitate(reviveonce the
heart has stopped) or intubate
(inserta breathing tube) or use
artificial means to keep a
person alive.Sometimes living
wills arevery detailed, and
specify exactly what pointina
person’sillnesstostop life-
preservingor life-saving
treatment. Sometimes thisis
for religiousreasons;
sometimes itis for ‘quality of
life’ considerations. ADNR, or
Do Not Resuscitateorder, is a
type of living will.
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1 Euthanasia - Hospices

In 1967, St Christopher’s was opened in Sydenham, London. It was the first
hospice in Britainand was opened by Dame Cicely Saunders. Her aimwas to
provide physical, spiritual, emotional and psychological supportto those in the
final period of their illnesses/lives. She wanted to offer care that considered all
elements of a patient’s needs rather than simply treatingthe physical
symptoms of a patient. The Hospice Movement, asithas sincebecome known,
was born.

I

I

|

I

I

| Although hospices arenot specifically religious places, Dame Cicely did

| acknowledge that her Christian beliefs were the main motivation for her work.

| Similarly, many hospices aresupported or sponsored by religious institutions.

| They fulfil the Christian desireto supportthe suffering of both patients and
familyinthe final moments of life, as well enabling believers to preserve the

1 sanctity of liferather thanresortingto euthanasia. Many people believe that

| hospices providea real alternativeto euthanasia.They allow peopleto diewith

I their dignityintactina loving, caringenvironment, surrounded by family if
desired.Patients need not feel a burden and canstill benefitfrom a quality of

I lifeas painreliefis palliative and focused on managing symptoms while

| maintainingconsciousness.

I

|

I

I

|

I

I

|

I

|

. . . o . AKatharine House Hospice
Hospices in twenty-first-century Britain
There are currently over 260 inpatienthospices inBritain. Someare dedicated entirely to the careof childrenand
infants, and offer invaluablesupportto both patient and family — providingrespitecareand end-of-life palliative
treatment. Others focus purely on adultend-of-life care, with some specialisingin specific diseases such ascancer.

The myth that people only go into hospices todieis slowly beingdispelled,as more and more patients are admitted for
shortperiods of time (between 12 and 14 days is the average stay) to help manage painandrelieve other symptoms of
their illness.

Upwards of 4 per cent of deaths occurina hospicesetting, with many more patients and their families benefitingfrom
time spentina hospicebefore their death.

e o o e o o e e o o o o
e e e e e e

| The lright to die’ debate For many people with chronic degenerative

diseases, they want to control when and how
they die. For them itis not justa matter of free
will butrather a matter of maintaininghuman
dignity. Dr Anne Turner, who suffered from a
fatal degenerative nerve disease, decided to
end her own lifebefore she reached a point
when she could not walk, feed, dress or speak
for herself.

e [ T
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I The ‘right to die’ debate

.
Ty
-«
.‘
it

MENTAL
HEALTH

Those who suffer with
mental health conditions
may choose toendtheir
life instead of receiving
treatment.

Christian views on euthanasia Conservative Christians

e e e e = P e = = == -

. . Most Christiansagreethat euthanasiaisnotacceptable
Liberal Christians b . & P
ecause:
»  Some Liberal Christians believethatitis » Alllifeis sacred (sanctity of life)and takingany
acceptableto turn off life-supportifthere lifeis wrong.
is medical evidencethat a personis brain- » Those who assistareinvolvedin murder, which
dead. This is becausethey believe that the is againstthe Ten Commandments ‘thou shalt
person has already died, and that the not kill’
machineis justperforming bodily » Lifeis agift from God and therefore is precious.
functions. » Suffering can have a purpose and should be endured, as
> They would also consider withholding treatment God will notgive us more sufferingthan we are trulyableto
| which prolongs a painful iliness as they follow Jesus’ cope with.
| teaching of actingin the most lovingand > Hospices also offer an alternative where care and support
compassionateway towards another person. canbe given to the patient. This allows patients to die with
| dignity whiletheir painis managed
e e - - - o e o o S T D I I BT EEE BN BN BN BN BN BN BN EEE BN BN BN B e B e e .
I Muslim views on euthanasia > Itisimportantto show compassion tothose who
| areinpainoraresuffering. When this happens
I »  Muslimlawyers haverecently agreed that itis there should be no need for euthanasia.No
I acceptablefora personwho isinacoma,being matter what state the body is in, the soul is still
kept alive by machines and who has no hope of perfect andthat is whatmatters to God.
I recovery to have the machines turned off. This is »  ‘Alllifeis madeby God (sanctity of life) so takingany life
I becausetheir lifehas already ended and the . v . Y . y
hineis of no real use as treatment is wrong. Only God can decide when a persondies.
| mac ’ Suffering has a purposeandis partof God’s plan foryou.’

I Humanist views on euthanasia |
| Humanists havesupported attempts to legaliseassisted dying, assisted suicideand voluntary euthanasiaacross the |
| UK. I
»  They believe that assistanceshould notbe limited to terminallyill peoplealoneand want to see reform of the

| lawthat considers the needs of other people who are ‘permanently and incurably suffering’, for example people |
| who are paralysed. |
[ »  Humanists upholdthe right to life but don’t believe that lifeshould be prolonged in the face of pointless I

suffering.Being ableto die, with dignity,ina manner of our choosing must be understood to be a fundamental I

human right.

|
|
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I Christian views on abortion

I There is nosingleviewon abortionin Christianity. Views differ due to the different priority given to concerns over of the
I sanctity of lifeand the teaching of Jesus to actwith compassion.

S ———

Liberal Christians

The Church of England
»  The Church of England has a slightly
different view, as represented in this
resolution fromits governing body:

They do hold
thatall lifeis
precious asitis
made by God.

»  Abortion is notallowed for social reasons. However, if
the mother’s lifeis indanger,abortionis permitted
but not encouraged.

»  Similarly, for ‘quality of life’ reasons and out of
compassion, abortionis permitted if the female has
been raped. Takingall of this into consideration, they
alsobelievethat the lawin Britain has been
interpreted too liberally and thatthis has resultedin
the performance of an excessive number of abortions.

Conservative Christians
Catholics

» Catholics and other orthodox denominations
agree that abortionis forbiddeninall

circumstances as lifeis sacred and God given.

From the moment of conception a new and
unique life begins. This is not a potential
life, but rather a human being with
potential. Abortion is therefore murder and
against the Ten Commandments ‘thou
shalt not kill’

Catholics believe that the foetus has a right
to live and develop, and that terminating
this life is a great moral evil.

The Catholic Church condemned abortion
as early as the second century CE. The
Didache, written in the second century,
states: ‘You shall not kill the embryo by
abortion and shall not cause the newborn
to perish’

-—

Muslim views on abortion

The Qur’an does not explicitly refer to abortion but offers guidanceon related matters.

» Whilemany Muslims believethat abortionis
wrong and haram (forbidden) some also
accept that there aresituationsinwhichan
abortion can be permitted.

» Many will allowabortion ifthe mother’s lifeis in danger or
ifthe childis likely to be seriously deformed or diseased.
However, such decisions should notbe entered into lightly.
The taking of the lifeof a childis a sin,and onthe Day of
Judgement a child will havethe rightto askwhy itwas
killed.

» There exists real debate aboutthe acceptability of abortion l

andthe conditions under whichit should be permitted:

. Some schools of Muslimlaw permitabortion
inthe first16 weeks of pregnancy.
. Others only permititinthe firstseven weeks.

These differinginterpretations existbecauseeach sets a
different ‘point’ atwhich the embryo or foetus becomes a
person.

» Even those scholarswho permit earlyabortionin
certain cases stillregard abortion as wrong, but do not
regard itas a punishablewrong. They would argue that
the more advanced the pregnancy, the greater the
wrong.

» The mother’s rights aregreater than the child’s until
120 days after conception, whichis when ensoulment
happens (the foetus gets its soul).Islamallows abortion
to save the life of the mother because itsees this as the
’lesser of two evils’and there is a general principlein
Shari’ah (Muslimlaw) of choosing the lesser of two
evils.

» Muslims believethat God creates lifeand only

he canend it (sanctity of life).
> Abortion for purely economicreasons is
forbiddeninthe Qur’an:

‘do not kill your children out of poverty; We will provide
foryou and them.”
Qur’an 6:151

Humanist views on abortion

N
|
|
I
|
I
|
|
I
|
|
I
|
I
|
|
I
|
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I > Islamteaches that, as humans, we have both physical and non-physical aspects.
I > Thesoulisaninvisible partofan individual’s existence whichis ‘pure’ at birth.
| » Accordingtothe Qur'an, God made Adam fromthe ‘earth’, sowe have a physical body. We are also blessed
| with a soul (ruh); thisis the non-physical part of our being which makes us a real person.
» TheQur’an teachesthathumansare created when
I God ‘breathes’ asoul intothem. Inthe Hadith there is a passage that says that this ensoulment happensin
| the womb at 120 days after conception.
I > Islamteachesthatwhenachildisborn,its soulisimprinted with abeliefin God. This natural beliefin God is
| called fitrah. For Muslims, the idea of fitrah describes our human nature: we are borniin a state of purity,
| with an inbuilt, natural instinct to submit to God and live by his laws. So, according to Islam, this means that
| the true nature of our soul is forus to grow up as a Muslim and submit ourlives to God.

Humanlst views on the soul and life after death

Humamsts are materialists, so they dismiss any suggestion that we have asoul. They believein ascientific
description of human life and they reject beliefs about our spiritual existence. We are physical beings who will
decompose whenwe die. No eternal, supernatural part of uswill live on.

| Concepts of heaven and | ' Christian attitudes to judgement,
: hell: Are they real places? |I heaven and hell

I » Christians believe inresurrection and eternallife; deathis not

|
I
I
I | | the end, buta gateway to a perfect existence. Some Christians |
| |I believethatheavenisourtrue home and our lives here on |
I I earth are the testing ground fora life in eternity. I
| II » Christians believe that just as Jesus rose again afterdeath, so I
| will we.
| I| » The Bible teachesthat Godis the Divine Judge and on I
| || Judgement Day he will decide who will be rewarded with |
| II eternal life in paradiseand who will be punished. Those who |
I |I believeinJesusand have lived agood life willbe taken to I
heaven. Those who have rejected God’s love and caused harm |
I to otherswill be sentto hell. The Parable of the Sheep and the I
I Asimpleviewof heaven picturesit II Goats teaches Christians how to live their lives in preparation :
| locatedinthe clouds, where angels drift || for Judgement Day.
I around and God sitsona goldenthrone.It |, » Some Christians are dualists. They believe thatatthe moment |
I isa ‘place’ where the souls of peoplego to I of death our soul separates and leaves the body. The body will |
be rewardedforlivingagood life. I decay while the immortal soulis united with God inheaven.
I However, we know enough aboutthe II > OtherChristians (forexample, Evangelicals) say that afterdeath I
| universetodaytobe certainthatheaven '|  we will experience a ‘bodily resurrection’, like Jesus, who came
| isnotaplacejustabove the earth.Forthis I back to life in physical form. In his letter to the Corinthians, St |
| |
| I
| |
| I
| I
| |
| I
| I
| |
I
|

reason, many religious people say that the | Paul says that, after our deaths, we will be raised as spiritual
conceptof heavenis betterunderstood as [ I bodies, not justdisembodied souls.

a metaphorrepresenting the peace and
harmony to be foundwhenweareina I
relationship with God. |

Is hell really afiery place of everlasting |I
torment, deep beneath the earth? Could
the conceptof hell be a description of a
state of mind when someoneis full of
hatred, angerand resentment, rejecting
all kindness and love and cut off from I
God/goodness?

I What does St Paul mean when he talks about a ‘spiritual body’?

| | Probably the closest we can get to understanding thisideais to
picture anangel. Angels are thoughtto be physical, but they are also]
spiritual andimmortal. They can be seen, buttheyare notofthis |
world. Is St Paul saying that we will exist for eternity like angels? |
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I"Christian a?tﬁu_dgs?o_ju_dgeﬁgni_ 1l Muslim attitudes to

17
i heaven and hell (1 judgement, heaven and hell
I Heaven and hell |1 » ForMuslims,thisworldisnotall thatthere
is. h ist ill conti ft
I Christians believe thattobein heavenistobein God’s 11 Is. Ourhuman exis 'enc'e'vw continue a' e
I S : death; our earthly life is justa preparation
presence, existingin astate of pure beauty and kindness. To | | ) .
I beinhellistobeinconstanttorment, cut off from all thatis for the eternal life to come (akhirah).
0od and lovin ! Il > Muslimsbelievethatatthe end of the
18 & 11 worldthere will be a Day of Judgement.
I Many Evangelical Christians 11 Only God knows when the Day of
| referto heavenandhellasif 11 Judgementwill come.
| they are real placeswhere I >  Muslimsbelievethat, forthose who die
I humans will spend eternity. before thatday, the archangel of death,
Liberal Christians say these 11 Azrail, will come to take theirsouls to await
I ideas are symbolic. 11 the day. They will be keptin astate of
I Theyremind usthat there are consequences to our 11 barzakh (waiting) untilthe archangel Israfil
| thoughtsandactions. I blows his trumpet toannounce the

__________________ - resurrection of all from the dead.

I

I

|

I

|

I

I

|

I

I

|

I

|

I

I

» Islamteachesthatonthe Day of Judgementthe dead will be raised from I

theirgravesand all people willstand before God to be sentenced |

accordingto the way they have lived theirlives. |

» A book, which represents everything anindividual has done, is presented [
to each of them. If the person’s good deeds outweigh the bad, then they

will receivethe bookintheirright hand and passinto heaven. Ifitis I

placedintotheirlefthand, they will be amongthe damned. :

I

|

I

I

|

I

|

I

I

|

I

I

|

Heaven and hell

I

|

I

I

|

I

|

I

I

| Most Muslims understand accounts of

I the afterlifeinaveryliteral way. Inthe

I Qur’an, heaven (Janna) and hell
(Jahannan) are describedinvery

| physical terms. Heavenis agarden of

| contentment, full of flowers, fruits and

| fountains. Hellis astate of tormentand

| terror, where the damned are separated

I from God; they face boiling water,
scorchingfire and black smoke. There
are some Muslims who dointerpre

I Muslims who doiinterpret

| these descriptions symbolically.

I

The coming of the Mahdi

Muslims believe that the Mahdi (the ‘guided one’) will come
on the Day of Judgement. He is the long-awaited saviour who
will come torescue the world. Sunnis believe that he will
appearinthe End Times, with Isa (Jesus). Shi‘as too are
awaiting the Mahdi, but they believe hisidentity will be
revealed asthe Hidden (or12th) Imam.

Humanist attitudes to judgement, heaven and hell I

Humanists believe that, asfar as we know, we are unlike any othercreaturesin that we are able toreflecton our |
own lives. One of the questions which has concerned humans since the dawn of time is what happens after |
death. The humanistansweris:

» Thereisno soul orimmortal consciousness, no cosmicjudge, divine paradise orfiery hell.

Because of this we should mark the most of ourexistence whilewe can, living moral lives, not because God will
judge us, but because it shows compassion for others and respect for ourselves. Most humanists are materialists;
they believe that we are nothing more than matter. There is no spiritual or supernatural aspecttolife.

I
|
I
I
|
1 > nothing; we onlylive once and there is no second chance.
I
|
I
|
I



Themes — Issues of Life after Death

' Christian funeral rites

1 Whensomeone is close todeath, ifitis possible, a
priestiscalledtosaythe last rites. Prayers are said
for the dying person and they can ask God for
forgiveness of theirsins. The lastritesis a Catholic
practice, which mightalsoinvolve the priest giving
Holy Communion.

Meaning: This helps to ease the dying person into
the afterlife, enabling them to die at peace, having
asked for God’s forgiveness.

92 The funeralitselfis usually held ina church. The
coffinis carried tothe front of the church and a
service isheldin honour of the dead person:
flowers are displayed, prayers said and candles may
be lit. The ministerreads the words of Jesus:

‘I am the resurrection and the life.”

John 11:25

Meaning: The candles represent Jesus as the ‘light
ofthe world’, because he guides a path into heaven.
The passage ‘l am the resurrection’ reminds

the congregation that those who believe in Jesus will
be resurrected, to spend eternity with God.

at funerals. It says thateven whenlam ‘inthe valley
of the shadow of death’, God is still by my side.
Catholics may hold amass (communion service)
with breadand wine at a funeral.

Meaning: We are not forgotten by God; he will
comfort those who mourn and accompany those
who havedied.

|

I

I

|

I

I

|

I

|

I

I

|

I

I

|

I

|

I

I

|

: 8 Psalm 23, ‘The Lord is my shepherd’, is often read
|

I

|

I

I

| 4 Afterthisthe personisburied, with the words

I ‘ashestoashes, dustto dust’. Today, many

I christians preferto be cremated, but traditionally
I thedeadhad to be buried.

| Meaning: Christianity used to teach that the bones
| ©ofthe dead mustbe left intact, so thaton the Day of
I Judgementthey could reform, rising to bodily
resurrection with God in heaven. Some Christians

I today believe that only the soulgoes to heaven, so it
| is acceptableto cremate the body.

-

Non-religious funeral services

|

| Many people todayare

I uncomfortable with religious
ceremoniesand, asaresult, non-

I religious funeral services are

| becomingincreasingly popular.

I Many people wantamore informal,

| personal ceremony, where they can

| choose the songs and readings and

I where there is no mention of God.

At a humanist funeral those present will rememberthe life of the
personwho hasdied, reflecting on their contribution to the world and
to others. It may include:

Life after death

Muslim funeral rites

1 When a Muslimis close to death theytry to repeat
the final words of Prophet Muhammad: ‘God, help
me through the hardship and agony of death’. Those
aroundthe person will respond: ‘To God we belong
andto God we return’.

9 The Kalimah (often referred to as the shahadah) is
whisperedinto theirears, justasthese words were
whisperedinto theirearsasa new-born baby.
Meaning: This emphasises the belief that, at death,
we are returning to our creator (God).

3 If possible, funerals take place within 24 hours of
death. The dead person’s bodyis washed: thisis
called ghusl. The bodyisthen wrappedinawhite
shroud. In Britain it will be putinto a coffin, butin
some Islamic countries Muslims preferto be buried
without one.

Meaning: The simple white shroud represents purity
and equality: all are equal before God in death.

24 Muslims do not approve of cremation. Bodies are
buried facing Makkah.
Meaning: Muslims believe that the body must
remainintact, facing the Holy City. This will allow the
person to be resurrected on the Day of Judgement.

5 At the graveside they recite the first chapter

(Surah) of the Qur’an, (the al-Fatihah):

‘In the name of God, Most Gracious, Most Merciful.
Praise be to God, the Cherisher and Sustainer of the
worlds...’

When the body has beenloweredinto the grave, the
following words are spoken:

‘Fromthe earth We created you. And into it We shall
causeyou to return and from it We shall bring you
forth once more.” Qur’an 20:55

Meaning: These prayers emphasise the greatness of
God and the belief that he will bring people back to
life.

@ Muslims do not usually have gravestones, but the
site of the grave is often raised inamound, above
the level of the ground.

® Meaning: everyoneis equalin death.

The servicewill beled by a humanistcelebrant.
The servicewill try to show respect for the dead
person without suggestingthat they are goingto
a better place.They will be remembered for their
special, unique qualities, the lifethey led and the
achievements they made.
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Crime and punishment
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::How do people make

r1moral decisions?
1

1 Making moral decisions is not a
straightforward, risk-free process.

1 We all have a conscience, which

Il helps us to assess the right

|1 choice to make when reviewing a

1 situation. Some believe that our
conscience develops as we grow

1 older, and that it grows through the

Il process of making right decisions. It

|1 also grows through the guilt felt

I when making the wrong decisions.
Some people also believe that our

I conscience gives us advance

Il warning of whether the decision we

|| areabout to make isright or wrong.

1 We then choose. It is our free will

which enables us to make decisions

and choices that are genuinely our

Il own.

Some people may make moral decisions through:

> Past experiences: Our pastexperiences allow ustolearnthe rightnessand
wrongness of our actions, partially through the responses of others to our
behaviourand choices. The human brain has evolved tolearn from previous
experiencesand use thesereflections to help us to make decisionsinthe
future.

> The Law: The law offers us strict guidance forour behaviour. Laws are made
by ourelected representatives in government, and exist to help maintain
order, peace and harmony. Breaking these laws is met with punishments
such as fines, community service and prison.

> Other people: Many people (both religious believers and those
without areligious belief) consult eitherreligious leaders or
community elders foradvice and guidance before making
difficult moral decisions. Itis widely accepted that these
individuals have the wisdom, experience and knowledgeto
offer counselling. They have usually received special training to
understand and interpret holy scriptures and teachings, and
many are seen to be God’s representatives on earth.

> Sacred texts: Religious believers also look towards their
religious teachings before making moral decisions. These
are found within the sacred texts of each tradition:

the Bible, the Qur'an and Hadith, and the Torah. In the modern world, there are many moral decisions for
which ancient sacred texts are unable to provide specificguidance. In situations like these, believers look to
religious leaderstointerpretand attemptto apply teachings. They also look towards the example of prophets
such as Muhammad or othernotable individuals from within the religious tradition such as Martin Luther King
or Archbishop Desmond Tutu.
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Crime and punishment
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I . .
; Ethical theories |
Otherforms of belief which sit outside of strict moral codes and religious beliefs |
I can also guide decision-making. For example, many people, such as humanists, I
| may look to ethical theories such as ‘Situation Ethics’ and ‘Utilitarianism’. I
|
I Utilitarianism |
I By John Stuart Milland Jeremy Bentham Situation Ethics I
I When choices are made based on the principle of creatingthe By Joseph Fletcher |
I greatest happiness forthe greatest number of people —is There are no universal moral rulesorrights- |
I anotherexample. each case isunique and deserves aunique |
| Finally, some people look toreason and logicto guide their (sjolu'tl'on.Evekr‘y5|'nglfemst;nceofﬂworal' |
moral decision-making. Thisis when decisions are made ecision-makingisviewe astotally unique |
| . . L . . (because the circumstances of each case are
accordingto strict principles. In practice, it means looking at i . . |
I . . . always different) and choices are made with
the moral dilemmaaway from ouremotions andideas from th idi inciple that th ll-being of |
I religion, law oraccepted codes of moral behaviour, and making e guidingprinciple that the well-being o
.. . . - peopleisthe mostimportant thing. |
| adecisionrationally—accordingtoa setofagreed principles.
L |
I____f___I________________________ I
| Types of morality ,
| There are two common forms of morality: |
: P Absolute morality is when aperson has a principle such as ‘itis wrong to kill’ and neveraltersit. They apply this :
principle
I or moral standard to all situations, no matter what the context or circumstance. This person might believe thatall |
| killing includingin war, iswrong. Within both the Islamicand Christian traditions there are examples of groups |
who traditionally adopt an absolute moralist approach, forexample Catholics and Quaker Christians.
I I
| P Relative morality is when a person holds amoral principle butis prepared toadapt or adjustitin certain |
I situations. This person might believethat, if it reduces sufferinginthe future, killing in war might be necessary. I
I Buddhists and many Protestant Christian denominations like the Church of England would be considered relative |
| moralists. Similarly, humanists follow a relative moral approach to judging situations and moral dilemmas. |

1 , . : .
What is crime? || What is the difference between a crime and a sin?

Crime can be defined as 11 Althoughthere are many sins that can be punished by law, agreat many sins are
any offence thatis |1 notconsideredcrimesin modernsociety. Forexample, while it goes against the
punishableby law. The 1 Ten Commandmentsto commitadultery (to have an affair) and to workon a
governmentmakeslaws | Sunday, neitherare crimes according to the law.

which governour

; . |
behaviour, the police
force preventsand
detects crime, and the

The consequences of committing asin are critically
1 different. For Christians, sinful behaviourcan lead to
1 personal suffering, offending God, excommunication
(being cut off from the Church) or even exclusion

principal job of the I fomheaven.

criminal justice system 11

{iNdUdif‘gCOUFtSWd | Jewsbelieve that, whiletosinis part of human life,
judges) istoenforce these | thosewhosinwillsufferinthislifeinordertoatone
laws and punish crime. for theirbehaviour.

Throughoutthe course of I

history, what constitutesa Il For Hindus, Sikhs and Buddhists, sinful behaviour affects karma, leading to
crime, ideas about the |1 negative consequences eitherinthislife orthe next.

causes of crime and how I
criminals should be
punished have changed.

Through Shari’ah law, Muslims who openly go
Il againstacceptedreligious codescanreceive
|| specified punishments.



Crime and punishment

r r
Causes of crime

The causes of crime are complex. Most people today accept that poverty,

parental neglect, low self-esteem, and alcohol and drug abuse are all
connectedin explaining why people commit crimes. Some peopleare

simply atgreaterrisk of becoming offenders because of the circumstances

intowhich theyare born.

In society, itisimportantthat
people are brought up with a good
understanding of the concepts of
good and bad and the difference
betweenthe two. Members of any
society have adutyto follow the
laws of the country. When citizens
choose notto be law-abiding,
chaos ensues. Because of this,
parents and schools have a moral
responsibility toteach the
difference betweenrightand
wrong so thatyoung people willbe
respectful of others and, critically,
not commitcrime.

When detected and prosecuted, criminalbehaviour resultsin
punishment. There are anumber of different punishment options
available tojudges (such ascommunity service, fines and prison
terms). Often, ajudge will consider several different purposes when
sentencingaperson forcommittingacrime.

-;| Christian attitudes to
1l punishment and justice

|
|
(LDS Christianity is a religion of |
Il forgiveness, andas such I
Il Christians do not support the |
|1 idea of retribution (revenge) as |
|l apurpose of punishment. I
I|> Christians do, however, believe
I in justice, which means that
[l forgiveness and punishment
should go together.
» Christians should try to follow

| the example of Jesus who
1 forgave those who betrayed
Il him. Because of this, many
Il support punishment practices
Il  which lead to forgiveness, for
[l example restorative justice
|| programmes in prisons.

| I Restorative justice a system of justice that enables
I criminals to make armends for their behaviour by
I meeting with their victim and apologising.

115 Jesus taught compassion and

1l not revenge and because of

! this many Christians have been

I activelyinvolved in prison

L reform to ensure that people

I are treated humanely in

prison.

I » They also believe that it is
important to recognise and

L -
address the causes of criminal

behaviour, such as poverty,

1l unemployment and poor social

I conditions as a means of

|I restoring social justice and

Il preventing crime.

L » Most Christians also firmly

1 believe that punishment

il should enable a person to

il reform — to change their ways

on release from prison and add

value to the community. Some

Christians have become prison

Il chaplains so that they can help

prisoners to reform effectively.

| I In the Bibleit says:
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| Muslim attitudes to punishment [lHow are criminals treatedin |
I'and justice

|: modern prisons?
Si i first
» Although forgiveness is very importantinislam,sois the | |n.cepr|sons were nrs
: | builtthere has been
need to protect society (called the ummah) and keep law |
concern abouthow the
and order. ||
» Punishmentis therefore seen as central to justiceand I

prisoners within them
s . . . |' are treated.
essential in keeping people from straying fromwhatis I diff o b h )
good and just. ‘Shari’ah’translates as ‘straight path’and | There are many different opinions aboutwhat prison

Shari’ah law outlines both the rules to liveby and the || Sh?u,ld achtl)eve, ahndkl?e;al:se of this ther'e area g:]eatlr;a ny
punishments ifthese laws are broken. I opinions aboutthe kind of treatment prisoners shou

» Many Shari’ah law punishments are designed to deter as I" receive. Some feel that prisonshould bea placeofisolation
well as protect society from further wrongdoing, for |I and punishment, and that prisoners should havefew ifany

example: cutting off a hand for theft, or a receivinga || pr:nlegss,such as acces.sto tel ewsnlon orfcor:p;tle'rs. Manyd
beating in full view of the local community. I others, however, see prisons asa placeof rehabilitation an

|
I
I
|
I
|
I
|
|
I sinas only God can forgive —it is a way of keeping lawand |
I
|
I
|
I
|
|
I

» For Muslims, punishment has nothingto do with removing | reform. Becau:j:e of this they believe that the treatment that |
I prisoners receiveshould enablethem to address the root I
order. Muslims do hope, however, that offenders will causeof.thelr.c.rlmlnalltyand equip them for |ifeas a I
. responsiblecitizen.
repent, reform and seek forgiveness both from God and | . . . .
their victims I" The treatment of prisonersisa carefully monitored thing. |
' |I Prisoners areentitled to humane treatment which shows I
| respect for their human rights. No matter what the I
| arguments about prisonregimes, the factremains that many
I° prisoners continueto complain aboutovercrowding, poor |
|I treatment and alackof access toimportant services. Many |
I| argue that the impact of poor prison conditionscan beseen I
I inrisingrates of assault, self-harmand suicideamong
|I_inmates. |
e e
1 Prison Reform I
| Why the need for change? |
| The prison populationof Englandand Wales is 85,641, comparedto 44,246in1993. I
I Reoffending rates are high. Accordingto the National Audit Office, reoffending costs us I
the equivalentof staginganother Olympic Games every year. In light of these figures,
I ma ny againarecalling for a reform of prisons and prison regimes. |
| Accordingto Government statistics,only 53 per cent of the prison population haveany |
| qualifications, compared to 85 per cent of the workingage population. I
I The key focus of current discussionsaboutprison reformaretherefore focussed on I
education.The Government recently announced plans to overhaul the prisonsystemin
| Britain, calling for prisonersto be viewed and treated as ‘potential assets, not liabilities. |
| .
Rgfqrmers. . . John Howard was a committed |
| Britainhas a proudhistory of prison Calvinist (Protestant Christian) |
reformers, many of whom were inspired by . . .
| . .. . andinspected prisonsinthelate |
their religious beliefs to lobby for change. .
I . eighteenth century. He found |
Howard and Fry contributed greaty to the . .
. . them to be diseased, dirtyand
| treatment of prisoners.Bythe 1870s ideas . |
I both about prison and prisons themselves ;Or:.Upt’ @ r;d gfhve evidence to Elizabeth Fry was a nineteenth- I
. . arliament wi .
had changed dramatically. Purpose-built recommendations that conditions century Quaker prison reformer,
| institutions (like Pentonville Prisonin London) and bractices be improved. He who dedicated her lifeto |
| were to be found across the country, and a " pdf basich tp t'. | improvingthe state of British I
I lively debate about how to treat prisoners catledtor asn; . (Tssen 'l prisons after visiting Newgate I
onceinjail had beenborn. provisionssuc as|(|: efanrunmngd PrisoninLondonin 1813. She was
1 water, separatecells for men an ionatead te of I
Finally, real a passionateadvocateo
| thought was women, accesstodocFors, and educationin prisons and looked |
| being given to gre-ater numbers of prison towards reforming prisoners as I
officers to supportand ensure opposed to simply isolating them
| how we should the safety of inmates. This was at : ;
approach the - o from society. She is most famous |
| reform of a t.' me when th? majority of for teaching female prisoners to |
| individualsonce pr|59ns were privately run for read and write and holdingBible |
in prison profit. readings for inmates.
T 1
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Chaplains What is their role?
. . Prison chaplainshavea demandingand essential job, providing counselling to
What is a chaplain? . P . ganc 121108, P & N8
. inmates, supporting them through their rehabilitation and seeingto their
For many of us, our only experience of L . . .
o . e spiritual (and often religious) needs. Prisoners haveto deal with a complex
chaplainsis through movies or television. . . . .
mixture of emotions and needs duringtheir sentence, and they often need
Here they are often portrayed as people . . ) .
. ) . . someone who is nota prison officer or warden to offer support. Fear, loneliness,
on the side-lines, withouta uniformor an . . . .
. . . . guilt,concerns about family or children on the outside— all of these become the
easily defined role, who give out quick . . L . . .
. . . . concern of the prison chaplain.In addition to this, chaplains often help prisoners
slices of advice. Traditionally,a chaplain . . . .
: . . re-enter the community, working with paroleofficers and other volunteers.
is a minister,such as a priest, pastor, - . . . .
o . Families ofinmates also haveaccessto prison chaplains. Family members can be
rabbi,imamor community member of a . . ;o . .
o . the victims of the inmates’ crimes and require the careof the chaplainjustas
religious tradition. They are attached to . . .. .
o R much as the inmate. Chaplainsdo not have to be religious,anditis documented
nonreligious institutions such as . . g .
) ] ] . that 32 per cent of the prison population havenoreligious faith.
hospitals, prisons,schools or universities.

I
|
I
|
|
I
I
|
I
|
Their job s to provide ‘pastoral’ carefor Since2011 the British HumanistSociety |
|
|
I
I
|
I
|
I
|
|

dent | thi ‘ has been runninga project with What Chaplains Do

atients, pupils, orinthis case, prisoners. . . .

P pup P HumanistPastoral SupportVolunteers | ¢ saying they perform each of the following

at Winchester Prison. This includes %

. . . 1 .. Administer/organize religious programs a3
meeti ng inmates Wlth nll rel Iglon on Personally lead worship and other services 92
admission, hOldI ng discussion groups Work with external faith-based groups a2
and providingcounselling,such as Advise _correc1.:|onal staff on religious issues 92

i i Supervise/train volunteers 91
bereavement support,for inmates. This | provide support/counseling for staff 85

is especiallyimportantas often Supevise inmates to help maintain safety 8

prisoners areunableto attend funerals | Facilitate interfaith dialogue 74
Administer educational or other secular

of loved ones or benefit from the type rehabilitation services 42
Of Community Support Offered to those Follow up with former inmates after release 33
Q6a-j. Percentage saying no and no answer not shown.

who have suffered the loss of family or
friends.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER'S FORUM ON RELIGION 8 PUBLIC LIFE

Death Penalty

The death penalty has been a feature of punishment practices for |
thousands of years. It has been used by societies across theworldto |
deter crime andto punishthe very worstcriminal behaviours. Also
referred to as capital punishmentor execution, the death penaltyis
still legalin over 80 different countries (although 50 of these countries
have not used execution as a punishmentin the lastten years).The |
majority of the countries that retain the death penalty areAfricanor
Asian-Pacific nations like China, Afghanistan and Iran. The greatest
exception to this is the United States of America. Of the 50 states in
America, 31 allowexecutionin both lawand practice for the crimes of |
murder and treason. Death row, the name given to the area where
death penalty convicts residein prison, has nowbecome a popular
feature of film, TV programmes and documentaries.

|

|

I

|

|

|

|

|

|

| Methods of execution have changed over the pastcentury as governments look for cheaper but more humane ways to end
I the lifeof convicts.|n America, executions cantake the form of lethal injection, electric chair, gas chamber, fi ringsquad or
| hanging (althoughin practicelethal injectionis most widely used). Other less humane methods still inuseinclude
I decapitation (North Korea and Saudi Arabia), shooting under anaesthetic (Taiwan) and stoning (Sudan).

|

|

|

|

|

I

|

|

|

|

Life in twenty-first-century Britain

Although public opinion has at times been in favour of passage of the Human Rights Act, the death penalty
reinstating execution for the worst criminals, all attempts  has always been hotly debated. The British Social

to bring it back have failed. Some of the last people to be Attitudes survey has recorded popular attitudes to
executed, including Derek Bentley, who was convicted the death penalty since 1983. Since then, the number
of being involved in the Killing of a policeman, have of those in favour of execution has fallen from 75 per
since received pardons after their death. Essentially this cent to 48 per cent in 2015. The UK is now among the
means that they should not have been convicted in the 82 per cent of global nations that do not use the death

Lfir st place. penalty.

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
The UK parliament abolished the death penalty in 1969, Last discussed in parliament in 1998 during the I
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
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:Arguing for the death penalty I
For those arguing from outsidea strictreligious belief, views aboutthe death penalty |
! are affected by a number of factors.Some people argue that there needs to be an |
| ultimate punishment to act as a deterrent, and feel that for the greater good of [
| society the death penaltyis necessary.Some religious believers agree with these
I arguments and believe that religious teachingson justiceallow for the use of the I
death penalty. |
| e Lifeterms inprison
| are very expensive — I
£40,000 per year. |
I e Some people—such |
| as the criminallyinsane
| — cannotbe reformed. I
I e |tis the only way that victims can experience closure. I
¢ There has to be an ultimate punishment for the very worst |
| crimes. |
| e InBritain, lifesentences amount to 15 years.
| e Execution is the only way to truly protect society from very I
dangerous murderers and terrorists. |
. |
B Arguments for Britain using the death penalty |
I In the last ten years, there have been plenty of examples = Myles Williams, 19, from East London, was convicted I
I of the system of justice and punishment in the UK for the murder of his girlfriend Kirsty Treloar who was
failing to wark, and many more examples of dangerous 20. He had previously been arrested for violently I
I criminals who need to be permanently removed from dragging her along the street, but was released on bail I
I society. Here are some examples of those cases, and [on the condition that he did not contact her).
sadly of the victims who paid the price: * Nathan McLeod, 16, murdered Temidayo Ogunneye, I
I » In July 2010 Jonathan Vass, 30, murdered his 15, for a mobile phone in May 2011. Earlier that day I
| ex-girlfriend Jane Clough, 26, after he had been he had been granted bail at Camberwell Youth Court
released on bail for raping her. He was jailed for 30 in London after being accused of attacking a gas man |
I years. with a bread knife.
\ J |
I____________________________________T___—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_'l
Arguing against the death penalty Amnesty International

Some people see execution of anyform as morally Amnesty opposes the death penalty absolutely — for all crimes without
wrong, and might argue that there is little evidence exception. They believe that:
that the death penalty works as a deterrent. Religious | * The death penalty violates basic human rights in every case.

. . . . * Evidence shows that it doesn't deter crime. It is often used within skewed
people might agree with these views and also believe

e , or unfair and corrupt justice systems.
thatlifeis sacred and shouldn’tbe ended by human

It discriminates. Statistics show that the death penalty is used

beings. disproportionately against the poor, minorities and members of racial,
ethnic and religious communities. It also discriminates based on the race of
e The death penalty the victim —in the USA you are several times more likely to receive the death
penalty if the victim was white than if the victim was African-American.

It can be used as a political tool. In the USA, many state governors have
fast-tracked the executions of inmates during re-election time to prove
racial, ethnicand that they are ‘tough on crime’. Similarly, many politicians use the issue of

religious minorities, as g the death penalty to prove that they prioritise protection and justice.
>

disproportionately
affects members of

well as those livingin
poverty. |
* The death penalty is |
juststate-sanctioned [
murder.
* There is evidence that I
innocent peop|e have Irecraasineg mumiber of axonorationd I
of dasathy Fosd mlﬂﬁluﬂ
been executed. I
¢ The death penalty does
not deter murderers either because the prisoner is I
! innocent or there was an error with I

L4 Only God has the rlght the trial that led to conviction.
to end alife.

g

Exoneration means that a
conviction for a crime is reversed,

&

&

¢ Two wrongs do not make a right.
* The state should be a moral force for good.
° Forgiveness iS important' 1973-1320 1981-1988 1989-1996 1997-2004
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Crime and punishment

et e e |

| Christian views onthe death penalty

I

Christian attitudes to the death penaltyvary.This is due to different interpretations of the Bible (specifically theOld
Testament) and the extent to which teachings about the sanctity of lifeand Jesus’ examples of compassion and forgiveness I
over-rule early biblical teachings aboutjustice. |
Liberal Christians Conservative Christians |
> Most Christians believethatonly God has the > Some Christiansadvocatethe death penalty, |
rightto take a life. seeingitas followingthe Old Testament law of I

> Execution goes againstthe sanctity of life, as
all lifeis preciousand only God should end it.

Christians believethat God commanded ‘Thou shalt not
kill’ (Exodus 20:13), and that thisis a clearinstruction.
Christiansshould also follow the teachings of Jesus to be
compassionateand forgiving.Jesus was openly forgiving
to the adulterous woman (John 8) and also pleaded with
God for his executioners to be forgiven when he was on
the cross ‘Father forgive them, for they know not what
they do’ (Luke 23:33-34)

Many Christians favour reformover execution, and

reform and continue to work in prisons as chaplains.
Jesus alsotaughtus to ‘turn the other cheek’ (Matthew
5:38-39), to ‘love our enemies’ and to forgive (Matthew

‘an eye foran eye’.

» Inthe Old Testament it states: ‘Whoever sheds
the blood of man, by man shall his blood be
shed’ Genesis 9:6

Intotal, the Old Testament specifies 36 capital offences
includingcrimes such as idolatry, magic and blasphemy,
as well as murder. Some Christians would therefore
argue that the death penalty was not only approved,
but created by God.

Some Christiansalso arguethatcapital punishment
upholds the commandment ‘thou shalt not kill’ by
showingthe seriousness of the crime of murder.

Catholic Christians are also divided. Traditionally the
Catholic Church has allowed (but not encouraged)

5:43-47). Execution makes all of these impossible. capital punishment.

The Golden ruleof ‘do to others what you want them to > In1997, the Vaticanissued a statement sayingthat
execution was acceptable where the identity of the
criminal was absolutely confirmed and where execution
was the only means to protect society from the
aggressor.|tdid, however, state that non-lethal means
of punishment were:

do to you’ also compels us to treat others as we would
wish to be treated.

Quakers have

campaigned

againstthe death

penaltysince1818.

All human life should be respected as every person is a reflection
of God/contains a littlemf God. Quakers firmly believe that
punishments should be usedto reform. Some ofthe first prison

|

|

I

I
S
I

I >
I

|

|

I >
| because of this many have been involvedin prison
|

I >
|
1>
|
1>
I

I

|

I

| reformers were Quakers who worked to maintainthe dignity and

L humanityofprisoners, | | | ol e o e e o o o o o e e e e e e o o =

I Muslim views on the death penalty

» Islamas awholeaccepts capital punishment. Muslims believethatcapital punishmentis a severe sentence but one
that canbe issued for the most severe crimes.
» Whilecriminalswill be punished by God on the Day of Judgement, Muslims also believethat they should be

I punished on earth.
> Forgiveness isimportant(andis preferred if possible) but sois the need to protect the ummah (Muslim community). Islam

I sees punishment as beingcentral to justice. This means that all punishmentis partof justiceand stops peoplefrom straying

I down the wrong path.

> The Qur’an 17:33 forbids the taking of life: ‘Nor take life — which God has made sacred, except for just cause’.

I> Most Muslims agreethat this ‘justcause’, for which the death penalty is permitted, is the crimes of murder and openly

I attackinglslam.

|> Most Muslim countries (for example, Saudi Arabia and Iran) retain thedeath penalty. Methods of execution inIslamic
countries varyand canincludebeheading, firingsquad, hangingand stoning.In some countries public executions arecarried
out to providea deterrent. Islamiccountries thatpractiseverystrict Shari’ah lawareassociated with the use of capital
punishment as punishmentfor the largestvariety of crimes; for example for adultery, homosexuality, terrorismand treason.

abolished.They argue thatShari’ah lawis often used by repressive governments that attack women andthe
poor. Inaddition, there are examples of these countries executing the accused while denying them accesstoa
lawyer or a proper trial. These acts aretotallyagainstthe concept of Islamicjustice.

— e o o o e o o e e o o e el e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e o .

|
|
| » There is asmall butgrowing number of Muslims who disagree with the death penaltyand call foritto be
|
I

Humanist views on the death penalty I
I » Capital punishmentis generally opposed by humanists becausethey think premeditated killingiswrong, even |
| when carried out by the state. The death penaltyraises the possibility of errorand an irreversiblefailure of |

|
ol

I justicebyissuingasentence that cannotbe reversed. Humanists believetreating criminalsfairly also helps to
L ensure that innocent suspects aretreated fairly.
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relationships afterawrongdoing, orwhen differences of opinion
and hostility arise, forgiveness is essential. Forgiveness enables

I
I
I When working for peace and harmony, when trying to rebuild
I
I

wrongsto be acknowledged and relationships to be rebuilt.

IChristian attitudes to forgiveness

Forgivenessisaprominentthemewithin Christianity and within the Bibleas a whole. Christianity isknown asa
religion of forgiveness, love and compassion, and these themes are evidentin religious teachings and the example
I of Jesusand otherleaders within the faith such as Martin Luther King. Some of the reasons why Christians have
| suchstrong viewsonforgivenessare:

I
|
I
I
|
3
I
|
I
I
|
I » IntheBibleJesusclearlyinstructs Christians to forgive: ‘Do notjudge, andyou willnot be |
| judged. Do notcondemn, and you willnot be condemned. Forgive, andyou will be forgiven.’ |
Luke 6:37
|
| » Theimportance of forgivenessis emphasisedin the Lord’s Prayer. Christians ask God to
| ‘forgive theirsins, as they forgive those who have sinned againstthem’. This means that I
| Christians can only expectto receive forgiveness from God if they are forgiving towards others. |
I » Jesustaughtthe importance of forgiveness, whichis seenin his teachingin the Beatitudes: |
: ‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.” Matthew 5:7 I
» Hiswordsfrom the cross demonstrate how central forgiveness is to the Christian tradition: |
| ‘Father, forgive them, forthey know not what they do.” Luke 23:35
I
| » Theactionsof Jesus offerafurtherexamplefor Christians to follow, and they are expected to
| do so. He visited the tax collector Zacchaeus despite his cheating and selfishness and, in doing |
so, enabled Zacchaeus to make amends and reform (Luke 19:2-10). He similarly forgave the |
I ) : ;
I adulterous woman (John 8:1-11) imploring herto ‘go and sin no more’. |
»  Biblestories clearly demonstrate the importance of forgiveness. The story in the Bible of the |
I prodigal sonteaches explicitly about forgiveness and repentance. Sometimes known as the I
| Parable of the Forgiving Father (Luke 15:11-24). Also The Parable of the Unmerciful Servant
(Matthew 18:21-22) reinforcesthe teachingthat we mustforgive othersinorderto be |
|
I forgiven ourselves and that forgiveness is something which should have no limits. |
I I
I I
I |
I I
I |
I I
I I
|
I o

How to get forgiveness

For Catholics, forgiveness is supported through confession and religious acts of
atonement, for example saying specific prayers. The Catholic Church teaches that Christ
instituted the sacrament of penance, and they believe that God’s forgivenessis granted
throughthe priest’s pardon after confession. Evangelical Christians, however, believe
that forgiveness of sinsis granted by God and reliant upon faith. Here, confessionis not
acceptedasa route to forgiveness.

Muslim attitUdes to forgiveness » Inlslam, individuals who commitasin ask

for forgiveness directly from God; there is
no intermediary. They believe that God
will forgive all those who are truly
repentant.

I

I

> TheQur'an statesthatthose whoforgive others will be |
I

I

» Inthe Qur'anit says: ‘God loves those who |
I

|

I

I

|

I rewarded by God and that forgivenessisthe path to peace.

I » Islamaccepts thathuman beings are not perfect and that
everybody makes mistakesin lifeand unknowingly sins.

I »  Withinlslamthere are two kinds of forgiveness: God’s

| forgiveness and human forgiveness. Human beings are t;'m untlf Hlim n ;’epent;:mce and’He loves
| in need of both as they make mistakes in theiractions those who keep themselves pure
| towards each otherand theiractions towards God. Muslims are to follow the example of the

Prophet Muhammad, who helped the old
woman who became sick even though she
had regularly brushed dirtin his direction.

I » Accordingtothe Qur'an, thereisno limitto God’s
forgiveness. The words ‘God is Oft-forgiving, Most Merciful’
are repeated many times throughoutthe Qur’an.
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" Humanist attitude to forgiveness I

|

| > Humanistsbelievethatforgivenessis crucial forhumanrelationships. We all make mistakesandareallcapabld

I of selfish behaviour, but we are also capable of understanding and forgiveness. |
> The Golden Rule totreat others as we would hope to be treated ourselves requires us to forgive mistakesand |

I selfish behaviourandto acceptdifferentviews.

| » Humanists also believethat the existence of human compassion and common sense compels us to forgive.

|

I

I

|

|
» Theyrecognise thatitisnot easy toforgive, and sometimes |
behaviourissoinhuman thatforgiveness seemsimpossible, so the I
best we can do is work to make sure that whatever needs forgiving
does not happen again. |
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Good, evil and suffering

I e el
 What is ‘sood’? :
‘Good’ means differentthings to different people. Do yourideas |
about good depend upon the life that you have lived, the |
experiencesyou have had, and the things thatyou have seen? I
|
Itisarelative term—which meansthatitreallyis differentthingsto different people. One person’s good could I
I quite easily be another person’s evil. |
I
I The nature of good I
I some might say that goodisjust whenthereisnoevil or ‘badness’. Others would |
I arguethatitis somethingwhichisapproved of ordesired. Either way, most I
| peoplewouldagree thatgoodissomethingwhichis morally right. |
: Good qualitiestend to be linked to empathy. Caring, selfless, charitable, kind and |
giving peopleare generally seen to be good. Those people who sacrifice |
I themselves forothers, who are compassionate, and who treatall people equally |
I as humanbeingsare also considered good. If we think of the people throughout I
| history who we consider worthy of respect, from Mahatma Ghandi and Martin
I LutherKingto MotherTeresa, they all possessed these qualities of compassion I
for othersand selflessness. |
|
_________________________________ o
: Christian attitudes to good Il Muslim attitudes to good :
N P I
I > In Gene5|§ itsaysthat God made the earth gnd/t " >  Everyoneisbornwitha natural instinct to I
was good’. The world that God has created is . .
| basicall 4 I understand the difference between rightand I
ygood. fitrah). Allhumans have freewill, and
I . - o wrong (fi . ,an
» God has,however,g{ven people free will —the ability 11 they must choose between right and wrong. |
| to choose betweenright and wrongforthemselves. Il > Some saythis meanschoosing between the |
| > The §tory of humanity sbattIeW|t.hgood andevilis I path of God and the temptations of Shaytan |
I toldinthe story of Adamand Eve in the Garden of (the devil) I
I Eden (Genesis 3). Adam and Eve chose to disobey I » Doinggooél and having the right belief go hand
I Fiod by eatingthefruitofthetree ofknovyledge.This | inhand inlslam. I
I :js(;aélfodsitsyF?”, andhextplams Zowfree will can be I »  The Qur’an speaks of true Muslims very often :
romwhat 15 good. I as ‘those who believe and do good deeds’
| > God has shown peoplehow they shouldliveagood ] Doing the will of God is indisg:;uisf;eblz .from |
I life through both rules of behaviourfoundinthe I doing good I
I Biplg,forexampletheTen Commandments (alist of I: >  The Qur’an.andthe Prophet Muhammad I
, religiousand mora.l ru'Iesthatwere glvgn'byGod to outline
Moses on Mount Sinai) and through religious | the qualities required forgood, including |
| teach’l nes. L I truthfulness, patience, humility and kindness I
| » Jesus’life and examplealsoshow Christians the ways I to others. I
| FO Iggda moral,ggodand righteous life. Itis up to , I » Muslimsareexpectedtofollowthisexample |
I individuals to decidewhetherornotto follow God’s to suide theiractions and choices in evervda
instructions. I Iifeg forexample, by doing sadagah e
> Chr.|st|an|ty|sarellg|on I » God v:/illjudge eacl"l personindividual.ly I
| which places ‘good’ qualities Il ) e . . |
atits core — tolerance accordingto theirfaith and theirgood actions.
| compassion and love ,Jesus | God will show mercy and fairnessin his 1
| demonstrated aIIoft.hese ] judgement. According to Islamicteachings, those |
| qualities through his life, and I whobelievein God and perform good deeds will |
| tis considered a Christian I be eternally rewarded in heaven. I
| d.utyto treat othgrswith Il |
[ kindness, humanity and I |

L genuine acceptance.



Good, evil and suffering
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| What is ‘evil’?
I Peopletalkaboutevilindifferent ways: evil people, evil deeds and
| evilasa force that somehow makes people do wrong. The question
of evilisan example of an ultimate question (a question about the
fundamental principlesin life). There are many different answers to why evil exists in the world, and none of
them are necessarily wrong. Itisup to each individualto decide which isright based upon theirreligious beliefs,
| theirown experiences, their own reasoning and upbringing.
I There are two differenttypes of evil in the world: moral and natural.

| Moral evil Natural evil

| Eventsthat have nothingtodo with

| Moral evilisthe humans, and which are to do withthe

I resultof human way the worldis, forexample natural
actionsandis often disasters such asvolcaniceruptions,

I caused by humans floods or earthquakes, are examples of

| actingina way that natural evil. These events cannot be

| isconsidered morally stopped or affected by human action.

| wrong. Natural evil can alsoinclude disease

and illness.

L______________________ — —

I | Christian attitudes to evil

I Christians believe inan all powerfuland all loving God. Some may say why is there evil inthe world if God loves us
| orifhe can stopitwhy doesn’t he. Therefore, Christians have different viewpoints about the causes of evil and
I sufferingand the origin orsource of evil withinthe world. These are called theodicies:

| Satan/The Devil
Some people see evil asawork of a person —the Devil, or Satan. Satan appears at various
times through the Bible as the oppositeto God. Satan, in the form of the snake, tempts Eve to
eatthe fruit. Satan also tempts Jesus to abandon his ministry. Many would say suffering
happens from givingintothe desires we are tempted by because of the devil.

I oo o e e e e e e e e e e e e e o e o e e e o mm mm mm mm mm e o e e e e e e e e e

Original Sin

Catholics believe that evil comes from human beings. Adam and Eve introduced sinto the
world (known as original sin) when, in the Garden of Eden, they chose to disobey God and eat
fromthe tree of knowledge. This act brought sininto humanity. Since then, people have been
born with the ability to commit acts of evil. Within the Catholictradition, every babyisborn
with ‘original sin’ asitisinherited from Adam.

I
|
I
I
|
I
I
|
I
I Freewill
I Christians believe God gives peoplefree will. They live theirlives as they choose. If God '
| interferedeverytime people did somethingthat would cause harmto themselves orothers,

I then people would be puppets of God.

I

I

|

I

|

I

I

|

I

I

|

Struggle of good and evil

Some may argue that without evil we cannot truly understand what good is. Thisalsois
explainedinthe balance of nature. The worldis a carefully balanced whole. Natural processes
can produce good and bad effects. The flood which kills some people, waters the land which
allows others to live. Some may say that this means good cannot exist without evil.

Suffering of Christ

Christians pointtothe example of Jesus as away of explaining sufferingand its purpose. Jesus chose to endure
sufferingand painin orderto achieve greatergood. His death and resurrection were to bringan end to death
and suffering forever, with the promise of everlasting life and a new heaven and earth. For many Christians,
sufferingis both awayto bringthem closerto an understanding of Jesus and his sufferingand a way to bring
abouta greater good. During his life Jesus suffered greatly. Some may say that it confirms that sufferingisa
necessary part of being human Just before he died, he said ‘Itisaccomplished! (John 19.30), suggesting that his
suffering had a purpose. ‘



Good, evil and suffering

| Christianattitudestoevil

| Sufferingas punishment

| Some may argue that God uses sufferingto punish us forwrongthat we have done. There are many examplesin

the Bible, such as Noah’s arch and the plagues of Egypt where God allows peopleto suffer becausethey were not

following him orhad done evil themselves.
To educate and test us
Many Christians also believe thatlifeis atest. Part of this testis
whetherornotan individual willtolerate sufferingand keep theirfaith.
The way people reactto sufferingand evil determines whetherthey go
to heavenorhellin the afterlife. The story of Job in the Bible gives
Christians an example of how suffering can come to anyone, even the
most holy and good-living, and that we will be judged on how we
behaved throughout our suffering. Job suffers greatly andistaken from
great success to tragedy. His friends try to convince himthat heis
sufferingdue to his own pastsins. Job questions God on this butis
givennodirectanswers. He somehow maintains hisfaithin God andis
rewarded when his sufferingis broughttoan end.

Gods plan

The story of Job also reveals to Christians that we
should not question why we suffer, but simply
acceptthat we do. Many say that ‘God worksin
mysterious ways’ and he has reasons for letting evil
and suffering happen, but humans will never be able
to understand the mind of God. We have to accept
that God has chosen suffering forus, and that he has
a purpose. We can be reassured with the knowledge
that God is compassionate and understanding and
will nevergive us more suffering than we are truly
able to cope with.

I Muslim attitudes to evil

|

| » Withinlslamitisbelieved thateverythinghappensbecauseitisthe will and the plan of God. Thisis

I known as al-Qadr, and means that suffering and hardship are part of God’s greater plan for humanity.

I » Eventhough people maybe unable to appreciate the value or purpose of suffering, they must accept that
suffering exists and that they will never be able to truly understand God’s will and purpose.

I > Muslimsbelievethatall life isatest. Humans are given life asa gift by God, and throughout theirlife their

| good and evil acts are noted down by two angels. Muslims will have to answerto these atJudgement

| Day, and these will determine whether they willenter paradise or be sent to hell—a blazingfire that

| neverends.

I » Good can come fromsufferingandevil. Itisagreatergood when people resist temptation and follow the
right path and the example set by the Prophet Muhammad.

I >  Godisalsoknownas Ar-Rahman (The Merciful), Ar-Rahim (The Compassionate) and Al-Karim (The

| Generous). Because of this, those who resist Shaytan and follow the straight path will be rewardedin the

| afterlife.

| »  Many Muslims believe that evilcomes from Shaytan. The Qur’an explains how he refused God’s

I command to bow down before Adam. As aresult of pride and disobedience, God banished him from
heaven. He now exists to tempt people to turn from God and to do wrong.

S The following teaching from the Qur'an directs Muslims to beware those who might be corrupting, and to

| resisttemptation and followthe path laid down: ‘O you who have believed, indeed, among your wives and

| your children are enemies to you, so beware of them. But if you pardon and overlook and forgive—then

[ indeed, God is Forgiving and Merciful.”Qur’an 64:14



Good, Evil and Suffering

C . T T TETEEEEEET | S |
I Suffering (Christian attitudes to suffering |
I We simply need to turn onthe news or glance at the || Christians mightview sufferinginthe following |
| front cover of a newspapertosee sufferinginthe world. ;] ways: I
I Suffering, itseems, isaninevitable part of living. Why || > Within the Christiantradition, sufferingisseen |
| peoplesufferisone of the greatest of all ultimate to be a test.
I questions(questionsa{ooutthefupdamental principlesinlI > Sufferingisapunishment forsin and for 1
I life). There are manydﬁferentbehefsI|nkedW|ththe II Catholicsis the result of original sin. |
| causesof_f,uffermg, s.ome ofwhlch we have already I' > Sufferingisalso partof God’s plan — we might |
looked atin the previous sectionon evil. |I notunderstand it but should know God will I
I || never make us sufferbeyond ourability to |
| I cope.
| I| » Sufferingenablesustoappreciate whatis good ,
| II inthe world and allows us to grow closerto I
I |I Jesus, who also suffered. |
|' > Storiesfromthe Bible, suchasthatof Jobinthe |
| || Old Testament, teach Christians that anyone I
I I| can sufferand that persevering with suffering I
| II can strengthen faithin God. |
I R
I L) L) [ I
[ IMuslim attitudes to suffering
I I Muslims mightview sufferingin the following ways:
I I
| | | > Islamteachesthateverythingthathappensis I
| I I part of the will and plan of God (al-Qadr).
I ) | > Lifeisatestand therefore soissuffering. I
I Types of suffering I| >  Sufferingenables Muslims to prove theirfaith byl
: > Natural sufferingis caused by events beyond I resisting temptation. Those who resist Shaytan |
human control — by natural disasters such as |I and follow the straight path will be rewardedin |
| earthquakes, tsunamis and floods, as well as I the afterlife. I
I disease. ‘ . I S Good can come from suffering, both becauseit
| » Human sufferingis caused by the actionsof human 1] leads to personal spiritual development and |
| beings—murder, rape, terrorismand so on. I| because itallows us the opportunity tosupport |
————————————————— 1 others. I
= ey e e e oy e e e —_ = = — .
: Humanist attitudes to suff_erlng T > z/lusl;]m:;/lhohuldfollgwthe example of the I
rophet Muhammad.
|> Humanists do not believe that sufferingis ||—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_I
I punishment ora test or see evil and suffering as 11 Holocaust
| part of a d!vme plan. . Il The Holocaust can be used as
» Humanbeings have a degree of choice and control I an example of eviland

overtheirlives and must take some responsibility
for the way they turn out. Some evils, forexample
war, famine and poverty, are caused or made worse
by human greed and folly. Some forms of suffering |1
likeillness, floods, or earthquakes, may have L
natural causes or happen by chance, just because 1
the worldisthe way itis.

Oftenthose who sufferthe mostare notto blame.
Humanists see the concept of original sin as cruel 11

and unjust. I senseless tragedy. A great many Holocaust

They do notbelieve thatall human be'”gsare 11 survivors could not reconcile their terrific suffering
innately flawed and ‘sinful’ orthat sufferingand evil Il and personal loss with the God that they had
are inevitable.

| sufferingthathasoccurredin
1 historythatcan cause a
problem forthe beliefin God.
For some Jews, their
experiences duringthe
Holocaust —especiallyinthe camps —were so
11 hideous and impossible to understand that they
ceasedtobelieve in God. Many questioned how a
loving, just and righteous God could allow such

v

| 1 believedinbefore the war. They feltabandoned by

> Theybelievethatitis up to human beingstofight the God who they had believed was their protector
evil and sufferinginthe world. and provider.

I
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Good, evil and suffering

IThe problem with evil and suffering

Many philosophers have argued that evil and suffering causes a problem forthe beliefin God. Itis also a reason
why many people are turningaway fromreligion and secularismis on the increase.

Epicurus — Greek (341-270B.C.)

‘Is God willing to preventevil, but
notable to?
Then heis notomnipotent

If God is able to preventevil, but
notwillingto?
Then he is malevolent (evil)

Is God able to prevent evil and
willingto?
Thenwhyis there evil?’

J. L. MACKIE (1917 - 1981) - Australian Philosopher

The most famous version and clearest version of the Problem of Evil fromrecent times
was put forward by Mackie. He was a compatibilist about free will, arguing that we are
both determined and have free will. He was an outspoken atheist and his Inconsistent

Triad was designed show the position of the main monotheistic position untenable...

- God could have given us Free-will and made us morally perfect so that we freely
choose good every time, but he didn‘t.

This causes a problem called the - INCONSISTENT
TRIAD

Whitehead tried to
solve this theory:

m—

However, Christians were still
not happy with this theory




Good, evil and suffering

:The problem with evil and suffering

Why would an all loving God
allow his followers to suffer
purposely?

Religious believers would argue thatthere is genuine purpose to life, and many would say that God has a plan for
everyone. The dilemmahereisthat, if thisisreally true, then human beings are not free to make theirown
decisions and forge theirown pathinlife.

Whetherwe call itfate or predetermination, the idea of humans havinga purpose and plan means that theirlives
are plannedoutinadvance forthem.

In some ways, modern science supports this argument. How a person looks and even whatillnesses they might
sufferfrominlaterlife isdetermined by theirgenes (passed from their parents). Experts can predict with a high
degree of accuracy weathersystems, eclipses, tides and what times the sun will riseand set. Natural and human
laws combine to make people behave inacertain wavinsocietv.

A power or force that The belief that humans have
determines the future. The Ve free choices in life. The belief
idea that the outcome is that hurmans were created with
predetermined or unchangeable the ability to obey God or not
—inevitable and irresistible. y Laccnrding to their own choice.

Fate a power or force that determines the future. The idea that the outcome
is predetermined or unchangeable — inevitable and irresistible.
Predestination the belief that all events have been willed by God. The idea
that God has already chosen who will receive salvation and enter heaven,




Good, evil and suffering
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IChristian views on freewill

» Christians believe that free will is given by God to human beings. Humans therefore have the ability to choose
to do good and the ability to choose to do evil.

» Catholics believe that as a result of original sin, humansfind it easierto choose to do wrong, but with the help
of God can choose todo good.

» Those whodo sincan attemptto atone and gain forgiveness through prayerand, for Catholics, confession and
penance.

> Fateisnot a Christianidea, and the vast majority of Christians do not believe that
theirlife istotally planned outforthem.

» Some denominations (forexample Lutheran and Calvinist Christians) believe in
predestination —that God has already chosen who is to reach salvation.
Predestination, here, is subtly different to fate, as it particularly focuses on the
notion of salvation after life on earth and not on the decisions that we make
duringearthly life.

Muslim views on freewill

Teachings on free will and predestinationin Islam are not straightforward. For Muslims, free will must exist as
withoutithumans are simply puppets —unable to truly take responsibility for themselves or offer genuine faith

F————=—======

and submission to God. Similarly, though,
predestination must exist as withoutit, Godis not
ultimately powerfuland omniscient:

Islamteaches that every personisfree to choose whetheror not to follow God. As some do not, suffering occurs.

Al-Qadr

Al-Qadristhe will of God and translates literally as ‘fate’ or
‘pre-ordainment’. Itis one of Islam’s six articles of faith. Inthe
Qur'anthisisalsoreferredtoas God’s ‘decree’. Some Muslims
believe God wrote down all that has happened and will happen
(onthe ‘Preserved Tablet'). God has measured out the span of
every person’slife, theirlot of good or bad fortune, and the
fruits of their efforts. Again, God does not need toforce
anyone to do good or evil. Although many Muslims believe in
predestination they also believe that we have free will. Itis
granted by God so that people are not puppets.

The idea of iktisab means that while God knows the final outcome, a person must ‘acquire’ or ‘merit’
responsibility fortheirown actions. These Muslims believethere isnofate inIslam as thisinfers surrendering
yourself helplessly. Instead there is the idea of working to understand and cooperate with God, and bringing
oneselftoaunity with his will.

Sunni and Shi’a differences in beliefs

»  SunniMuslimsbelieve inthe conceptof the ‘Preserved Tablet’ and that God has written down all that
has happened and willhappen. Anindividual has powerto choose, butsince God created time and
space he knows what will happen.

> Shi’a Muslims rejectthe ideaof predestination. They firmly believe in the concept of ‘Bada’, which
states that God has not set a definite course forhuman history. Instead, God may alterthe course of
human history asis seento be fit. Shi’a Muslims believe that God has definite power overthe whole of
the universe, however, whenever he wills, he can replace a given destiny with another one (effectively
changingthe course of fate). Some of these changes of destiny are brought about by man himself, who
can through his free will, his decisions, and his way of life, lay the foundations for change.
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Issues of human rights topics

Section 1: Human rights and

social justice

O What are human rights?

O What issocial justice?

Q Personal conviction

O Christian views on human rights
and social justice

O Muslimviews on human rights
and social justice

QO Censorship

U Freedom of religious expression

O Religious extremism

Section 2: Prejudice and

discrimination

O Whatis prejudice and discrimination?

O Christian views on prejudiceand
discrimination

O Muslim views on prejudice and
discrimination

Q Christian views on womenin worship

O Muslim views on women in worship

U Christian views on racism

O Muslimviews on racism

Section 3: Wealth and poverty

O The acquisition of wealth

O The use of wealth

O Povertyinthe UK

O Christian views on wealth and poverty
O Muslim views on wealth and poverty
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Human Rights and Social Justice

1 r — e e e —
I IIHuman Rights |
[ I Humanrights are universal moral I
I I rights thatapply to all people at all :
I 1] timesinall situations, regardless
I 1 ofgender, race, religious ornon- I
| | | religiousbeliefsand age. |
| |
I . _ I
| I In 1948 the United Nations issued I
I I the Universal Declaration of I
I I Human Rights. This contained a
I 1 setofarticles, whichare |
1 | | statementslistingrightsthatall |
| 1] human beings should be granted. |
| T The declarationincludes 30 I
| articles, butall are based on the fi I
I 1 restarticle, ‘All human beings are
I 11 bornfreeand equal indignityand 1
| | rights’. Many countries have |
| | | formallyagreedtothe Universal |
| I Declaration of Human Rightsand |
| I | are expected to maintain each of I
I I the rightsintheircountry. When
o B any of the articles are broken then 1
e gy g . . .
Amnesty International otherFountrlgs andinternational |
I Action groups such as Amnesty International continually monitor situations ~ 3genciesstepintotry to persuade |
I where humanrightsare not being upheld. Theirwork continues to be the country to restore basic [
| important. Although it was writtenin 1948, many people today stilldon’t humanrights |
I have the rightsidentified in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
- - S S S S S S S S S S S S S B B B B B B B B B B B B B B S S S . ..
| o= S = T~ —— e —mm—————m—————————— -
| Social Justice :
I Today many agencies and individuals actively I
support people’s entitlement to humanrightsin
I an attemptto create social justice —a fairand just |
| relation betweenthe individual and society. |
| social justice ofteninvolves governments and agencies working togetherto try and help developing I
I countries. They mighttry to make less of a divide between rich and poor or make sure environments are |
| cleanandsafe so that societies are not affected by pollution orrisks to their health. |
I 'Soci_al justice ?5 2 underlying prin;iple for peaceful and prosperous ‘Circumstances such as where a person is born, where they live or their I
| Foeglstence within and among natlons_lWe uphol_d the prl_nCIpIes of social gender and ethnicity should never determine their income or their |
justice when we promote gender equality or the rights of indigenous opportunities for quality education, basic healthcare, decent work,
| PEUP""—S and migrants. We advance social justice when we EulEE adequate shelter, access to drinking water, political participation or living |
| barriers Thatl peq_ple face because of gender, age, race, ethnicity, religion, free from threatened, or actual, physical violence.’ |
AL b L Ban Ki-Moon, Eighth Secretary
| United Nations General of the United Nations |
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Personal Conviction - Individuals who campaign for human rights

Throughout history individuals and religious people
have campaigned forhuman rights and social justice
by puttingtheirown lives atrisk. Theiractions and
commitmentresultfromabeliefintryingtocreate a
world thatis more socially just. Some examples you

could useinyour examare:

C

hristian

Oscar Romerowasbornin
El Salvadorin 1917. After
trainingtobe a carpenter
he decidedtobecome a
priestand wasordainedin
1942. He became
Archbishop of El Salvador
in 1977. In the 1960s
there was much crime
and corruptioninEl
Salvador. Some people
were very wealthy, but
many people were very
poor. To begin with,
Romerodecided notto
speak outagainstall the
corruptionthat he saw.
His views changed aftera
close friend of his was
murdered. He knew that
he had to speak out
againsttheinjustices, and
openly criticised the
government. He held
meetings, which had been
banned by the
government. Protestorsin
the Church became
targets of violence.
Governmentslogans
included ‘Be a patriot—
kill a priest’. Aftermany
threats, on 24 March
1980, soldiersburstinto
the chapel and gunned
down Romerowhile he
was celebrating mass.

Muslim

Christian

For many Christianstheteachings and actions of
Martin Luther King continueto actas aninspiration
intheir fight againstracism. As a BaptistMinister,
Martin Luther King was influenced by Jesus’
teachings on love. In his campaign againstthe
racisminthe United States he adopted nonviolent
protests to supportcivil rights for black Americans.
People of all races and religionsjoined his protests
andstaged sit-ins and marches. Despite being
imprisoned and sufferingviolence, Martin Luther
King knew that retaliation with violencewasn’tthe
answer. He followed Jesus’ teachings to turn the
other cheek and not return hate for hate. Martin
made many inspirational speeches, the nature of
which he demonstrated through his actions.

Although many individuals and organisations actively support humanrights and
social justice there are many questions and problems that are raised. What
happensifaperson’sbeliefinahuman right conflicts with the law of the
country? Thisresultsin choices havingto be made: eitherto obeythe laworto
act from their personal conscience and risk punishment. Groups may protest for

their personal conviction that conflict with the law: Here so some otherexample:
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Human Rights and Social Justice

" Christian attitudes to human rights and social justice

» Imago Dei (Made in the image of God)

For many Christians, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights reflects the main principles of Christianity. For
Christians, all peopleare children of God and created in God’s image. Inthe bible it says “Let us make mankind in
ourimage, in our likeness,” Genesis 1:26. This means that the characteristics of God are reflectedinall human
beings, and forthis reason they believe each individual has worth and value. So human life should not be destroyed
or maltreated.

» Agapein action

The belief that each personissacred and worthy of respectisa core Christian belief, soitis expected that each
person will be treated with unconditional love —agape. Agape is the foundation of all the principles of Christian
social teaching and campaigns forsocial justice, and follows the example set by Jesus. Itis aselfless, unconditional
love that voluntarily suffers inconvenience, discomfort, and even death for the benefit of another without expecting
anythinginreturn. So following the example of Jesus, the work of many Christian charities and individuals expressesl|

agape. |

> Liberation Theology |
Within Christianity thereis the concept of liberation theology, which is based on the teachings and actions of Jesus. |
DuringJesus’ life his actions helped to liberate people from unjust economic, political orsocial conditions. Jesusis |
often depicted as afreedom fighter. Liberation theology is the Christian idea that God has the powerto change |
situationsinthe world thatare unjust. Some Christians have taken this belief to mean thatitis right to stand up |
against governments that oppress their people orto challenge abuses of power. As part of theircommitment to
liberation theology, Christians may take partin peaceful protests or actively take partin supporting those harmed |
by injustice, forexample people who are imprisoned for political reasons and without a trial. Some supporters of |
|

liberation theology have been killed for speaking out againstinjustice. Among them was Oscar Romero.

1

Muslim attitudes to human rights and social justice

The Cairo Declaration on Human Rights

The Cairo Declaration on Human Rights in Islam (CDHRI) is

a declaration of the member states of the Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC) adoptedin Cairo, Egypt, on 5 August 1990. Muslim
countriesdo not use the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
Instead they use they the Cairo Declaration on Human Rights.

|

I

I

|

I

|

I

» Human dignity |

A Muslimis not just expected but obliged to oppose injusticeand |

oppression no matter who the victim happens to be. The Qur'an I
teachesthe equality of all humans and the special duties that humans

have in creatinga justand fairsociety. For Muslims, the worth and dignity of each humanis a natural and |

absolute right. Itis given by God and cannot be taken away by individuals or the state. Even criminals, although |

they may be punished, should not be mistreated. I

|

I

I

|

I

I

|

I

|

I

I

|

» Ummabh in action

A bond between Muslimsis expressed through the termummah. Itrefersto the unity of Muslims all overthe
world. As Muslims believeall people were created by God so therefore each human life should be respected
and treated with dignity. Within the ummah all Muslims are equal —rich or poor. The ummah promotes the
welfare of the whole Muslim community in supporting human rights and trying to create a just society:

* They support each otherthroughthe giving Islamic Human Rights Commission
of zakah and Sadaqah.

The stated mission of the Islamic Human Rights Commission is to

e Thev encourage peobleto live a good life ‘work with different organisations from Muslim and non-Muslim
y urage peop veag : backgrounds, to campaign for justice for all peoples regardless

and oppose inequalities. This mightinclude of their racial, confessional or political background'. The group
beingamemberof organisations such asthe is based in London and was established in 1997 Its activities
London-based Islamic Human Rights include raising awareness and protesting against human rights
Commission. .Lahuses worldwide. y
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1 Censorship

In the UK, the law is designed to balance the desire for
freedom of religious expression with the requirement
to control extremism. Part of creating that balance
involves placing restrictions on what people can say
and whenorhow they say it.

Censorshipinvolves suppressing or controlling materials and information that some people may find offensive or
which might be dangerous. This might mean restricting people’s access to certain books or films, orregulating
what they say publicly. Somesocial media platforms remove images that they think may be offensive. UK laws
punishesspeech thatis designed tostirup violence. Thisis censorship.

Censorship can be useful when it protects society against the spread of racist or sexist violence.
Censorship can be harmful when it takes away people’s freedom to express their desires for political, religious
and moral change. As a consequence censorship has become a controversial topic.

The debate
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CensorslTip

4

Anti-Semitic hostile towards or prejudiced against Jews. ]

Islamophobic hostile or prejudiced against Muslims.

Muslim views on censorship

Shariah Law means thatin some Muslim countries there is a censorship of materials that are deemed offensive
to Islam. Some Hadiths prohibit the use of visual images of the prophet Muhammad. Therefore some countries
ban films orimages that depict him.

In the UK, Muslims must navigate both Shariah Law and the law of the country. This means there may be times
whenthey come across materials offensive to Islam. Forexample, UK law requires sex education to be taughtin
schools butin 2019 some Muslim families protested outside their children’s primary school in Birmingham
because they were concernedthe lessons went against Islamicteachings about homosexuality.

— o b b
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Freedom of religious expression

Religionis expressed in many different ways. Ofteninthe mediawe
read of situationsinwhich one person’s desire to express their faith
has led to others complaining or being offended. One way religion can
be expressedisinthe clothes orsymbols we wear. In some countriesit
isillegal towearreligious symbols to school. In France, forexample,
any ‘overtly’ religious symbol cannot be worn ordisplayedin school.

Secular non-religious; having no
relationship with religion.

Freedom of religious expression is the ability of areligious person or
organisation to share whatthey believe in public. This meansthata
Christian could wear across as a sign of faith, ora church could
advertise theirfaith on postersinthe street. Some countries prefer
societyto be secular. Others have areligious government that wishes
for the whole society to observetheirreligious laws. In some cases,
religious expression may sometimes be restricted by laws that ban
religious advertising orthe wearing of religious symbols.

»  Freedom of religious expression can be
helpful whenitallows individuals the
freedomto choose from a variety of options
concerningtheirown beliefs, or helps give
people asense of belonging to theirfaith.

» ltcan beunhelpfulwhenitupsetsothers.
For instance, Christians protesting outside
abortion clinics have been accused of

Shariah Law allows non-Muslims who livein Muslim upsetting vulnerable women who need

countriesto be protected fromabuse orridicule, and to help.

follow theirown religion within the laws of the country.
Noone should everbe forced to believe in Allah. Thisis confirmed in the Cairo Declaration of Human Rightsin

Islam, which prohibits any use of force to change a persons faith. However, Muslims believe that while other
religions are to be tolerated, they are not correct. Muslims want to encourage non-Muslims to revertto Islam
and sothey share theirbeliefs with other people. This requires freedom of religious expression.

In Islam, apostasy (renouncing your faith) is asin that Allah will punish in the afterlife. However, there is
disagreement overwhetherthere should be apunishmentforitinthislife too. Some Muslims argue that people
should be free to leave Islamif they wish. Others point out that some hadiths say an apostate should receive the
death penalty.

In the UK, religious belief is a protected characteristic. This means that no one should suffer discrimination for
theirreligion so Muslims should be able tofollow their faith freely. In practice, many Muslims do experience
abuse from people who do not understand their faith orare fearful of it.
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I Freedom of religious expression in Islam
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1 Eva ngelism For some religious people, forexample Christians and Muslims, itisimportant to tell other

| people abouttheirfaith. This could involveinviting friends to religious activitiesinthe
hope they will join the faith community. It could also be as part of a mission wherea Mission calling of a religious
person (missionary) is sent out from the faith tradition to evangelise to try to convert 2:12:':;53;'2’:’{?E';:La!:jr::dh::;'a”
people tojointheirtradition. There are very many different views within religious Spréad ﬁs aith.

traditions to mission and conversion. For some Christiansitis aduty to tell others about Evangelise to try to convert

I the Gospelinthe hope of converting them. This might be through pamphlets, door-to- | someone to a different religion

| doorvisits or preachingin publicplaces. Theiractivities are driven by theirinterpretatio | (usually Christianity)

of passagesinthe Bible such as: ‘He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the | Conversion changing one's religion
gospeltoall creation”.”Mark 16:15. Other people think that tryingto convert people or beliefs. )

from otherfaiths (or people of nofaith) is disrespectful towards their beliefs.
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I Religious extremism

There are many ways that people might show the
importance of theirbeliefs. Forsome itisimportantto
joinorganisations and activities where people can share
similarviews and beliefs. Forothersitisimportanttotry
and persuade people to have the same beliefs. There are
many ethical questions concerning what activities people
should engage in because of theirbeliefs. There isafine
balance between freedom of speech and action, and
actionsand speech thatare considered extreme.

Sanctity of life is an important
belief in Christianity. For many
this belief guides personal
considerations and actions on
issues such as medical ethics,
famnily planning, euthanasia,

However, some people hold very
extreme views on the issue and
believe that procedures like

must act ta stop them. This can
lead to acts of violence.

In 2015 Robert Lewis Dear shot
and killed three and injured nine
more at the Planned Parenthood
clinic in Colorado. Planned
Parenthood advises people on
contraception and other issues
of sexual health as well as
abortion. He believed that the
Bible condemns abortions and
by attacking people who worked
in abortion clinics he was doing
L‘Bcd’s work'.

capital punishment and abortion.

J

I
|
|
I
I
|
I
|
I
|
|
I
I
|
I
|
I
| abortion are wrong and that they
|
I
I
|
I
|
I
|
|
I
I
|
I
|
I
|
|

For some religious believers their beliefs and faith are soimportantto them
that they may feel justified in acting in certain extreme ways to uphold the
belief ortotry and make others believeittoo. These actions can cause harm
to themselves or other people. Such actions might occur because the

individuals:

» interpretthe religious scripture in such away thatthey believe thisis

the way to behave or react

»  that throughsuch actionsthey will be rewardedin thislife oran after-

life

» areinfluenced by friends and family who actin similar ways

» believethattheyare doingthe work of God.

There are many differenttypes of religious extremism. The one factor they
have incommonisthat the individualsinvolved are all acting because of a

belief thatthey hold to be true.

Therise of jihadist groups

There are a number of groups who have labelled
themselves as jihadistsin recentyears (for
example, Al-Qaeda, Boko Haram, Islamic
State/Daesh). They are prepared to use violence
inorder to create an IslamicState thatwould be
governed inaccordance with Islamic(Shari’ah)
law. Western governments regard these groupsas
terrorist organisations and moderate Muslims
rejectthisform of extreme Islam. In 2014 jihadi

fighters, sayingthey were loyal to Islam, captured large areas of Northern Syria

Human Rights and Social Justice

The Muslim Council of Britain
[MCE] speaks on behalf of British
Muslims. The MCB have strongly
condemned the actions of 15,
saying that they are 'hamified’

by the group's ‘twisted message’
and "barbarous’ behaviour. The
‘#notinmyname’ hashiag has
been widely used to make it clear
that |5 does not represent the
views of British Muslims. Find out
mare abaut this campaign from
http-/fisisnotinmyname.cam

A

and Iraq, settingup whatthey called a‘caliphate’. Thisis astate governedin

accordance with Islamic(Shari’ah) law. Islamic State (IS) say they wantto restore
God’srule on earth and defend the ummah (Muslim community) against infidels

(non-believers).
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Afterthe 9/11 attacks and the risein Jihadist groups there hasbeena
significantincrease in Islamophobia and misunderstanding of the religion.
Islamophobiais aterm often usedto describe adistrust or dislike of Muslims.
It can include stereotyped views, which are presented as if they are truthful
aboutall Muslims. As a result Muslims have felt theirhuman rights have been
affected. Forexample, Westerners have questioned laws in Muslim countries
regarding the treatment of women. Women may be attacked in some
countries orimprisoned for not wearing a hijab or may be attackedin some

countries orimprisoned for not wearinga hijab or burqa.
However, inthe West, many have been attacked orarrested for wearingit. Many people believe that, as
with all forms of prejudice and discrimination, greater education is the key to a greater understanding.
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Prejudice and discrimination

Prejudice is about what we think, but
discriminationinvolves those pre-
judgements being putinto action.
Individuals, organisations and
governments can all be guilty of
discrimination. Throughout history,
governments have discriminated
against certain groups of people, for
example by preventingthem from:

In Britainthere are many laws to protect people whointhe past have
beendiscriminated against. However, many people would say that
discrimination still exists, forexample:

> beingable totake certainjobs
» Some buildings do notallow access forall the people who want » marryingwhotheywant
to use them. » attendingtheirplaces of worship
» In certainfirmsthere is an expectation that particulartypes of > livingincertain areas
people won’tbecome leaders. Thisis known as a ‘glass ceiling > voting
and isa term commonly used to explain the difficulties women » drivingacar

can experience whentryingto become leaders and managers.

» Theinterpretation of religious texts can resultin actions that are considered discriminatory. One such
exampleisthe role of womeninworship in Christianity. In some Christian denominations, such as
Catholicand Greek Orthodox, although women can take many importantroles, they are notallowed to
become priests. Forsome, thisis considered an act of discrimination.

s —
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| Rellglous dlscrlmlnatlon Anti-Semitic hostile towards or prejudiced against Jews.

| Religious discriminationisthe unequaltreatment of an islamaphabic hostile or prejudicer against Muslims.

| individual orgroup based on their beliefs. Likeall

I discrimination, itis often based on prejudices, which How can we stop religious discrimination?

I have beenformed Religious discrimination isaworldwide problem.
by ignorance. There has recently beenanincrease in Anti-Semitic

1 Acrossthe world, discriminationinthe UK due to lack of

I peoplearebeing understanding about the ongoing conflictin Israel

| discriminated and Palestine. Inthe UK Islamophobiaisalsoan

I againstfortheir ongoingissue. Some of the ways we can tackle

I religious and non- religious discrimination is through education and
religious beliefs. learningaboutreligion. Todayinthe United

I Actions caninclude: Kingdom activities are organised by Muslim

individuals and communities to try toinform and

» name-calling
educate about Muslim beliefs and practices and

and ridicule
counterharmful stereotypes.
| > attackson ter harmful stereot
| placesof Visit My Mosque day
| Wworship
» burning of Each year a mosque open day is organised by the Muslim
| Y que open day is org Y
I sacred texts Council of Britain, The aims of the day are to counter
> notbeing the negative attitudes to Islam and Muslims, which are
I allowedtowear often shown in the media_ Over 80 mosques are open
I symbolsof throughout the day and many activities take place.
| religioninpublic The open day gives opportunities to ask guestions and
| » acts of violence. to understand the role that the mosgque plays in local
communities, and national charity and welfare activities.

i
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| Christian attitudes to prejudice and discrimination

> Christians believe all human life was created by God and therefore each person
isequal and sacred.

» The many laws which Moses received from God gave guidance for peopleto live in harmony with each other
and support and protect those people who may be marginalised. In Leviticus 19:33-34 itis stated that
strangers must be accepted. And in Deuteronomy itsays: ‘Do not deprive the foreigner or the fatherless of
justice, or take the cloak of the widow as a pledge.’ Deuteronomy 24:17

» Jesus’ example and teaching reflects the importancefor Christians of treating all people as created by God.
Jesus’ ministry extended to many people who were marginalised and discriminated against. He healed women
and lepers. He befriended Zacchaeus, atax collector, even though tax collectors were shunned by other Jews.

» In the laterwritings of the New Testament there are many references to the importance of recognising
equality of all people. St Paul wrote in his letterto the Galatians:

»  Being ‘baptisedinto Christ’ suggests havinga close
personal relationship with him.

»  Clothing ‘yourself’ with Christis like being
adopted, takingon his appearance.

»  ‘All’ Christiansaregiven this gift, no matter their
race, social status or gender.

»  Tobe ‘one’ isto be likea singleperson.There is no
distinction between peopleinthe Christian faith.

»  Tobe ‘heirs’is to take a privileged position, but
thisis availableto everyone who accepts Christ.

: Christian beliefs about women in worship
I In Christianity a central beliefis that all people are part of God’s creation and should be treated with dignity and
respect. There are many differentviews, however, asto whether men and women should have the same roles
lin worship.
I Inthe Catholictradition women cannot be ordained as priests. The basis for
| thisdecisioncanbefoundinthe New Testament:
| »  whichshowsthat while women could publicly pray and prophesyin
I church (1 Corinthians 11:1-16),

> Ina letter written by St Paulwhen discussing women in worship he
I stated they could notteach or have authority over a man (1 Timothy
| 2:11-14). However, the context behind this letter can be debated.
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

» In 1994 Pope John Paul Il confirmed that thiswould remain the case ‘/
declare thatthe Church has no authority whatsoever to confer priestly
ordination on women and thatthis judgment is to be definitively held by
allthe Church’s faithful.” Ordinatio Sacerdotalis 4

» Jesusonlychoose male disciples.

However, Some Christian churches have recently begun to allow womento
be priests or ministers (forexample the Methodist church). Inthe Church of
England the first woman to be ordained as a bishop was Libby Lane in 2015.

1 Muslim attitudes to prejudice and discrimination

I > Islamteachesthat God created everyone as equal but different. As all are created by God, discrimination

I againstany humanis unjustified. Hadiths suggest that Allah instructed angels to collect different types of soil

| tocreate humans, implying that diversity was part of Allah’s plan. 0 mankind, indeed We have created you from
| » The ummah crosses all gender, race and wealth boundaries. thale and female and made you peoples and

When Muslims go on pilgrimage to Makkah they all wear simple white FiPes that you may know one another. Indeed.
garments, showing they are equal before God. These garmentsare ¢ Mestnobleofyouin the sight of God is the

. . most righteous of you. Indzed, God is Knowing
oftenusedto covertheirbodieswhen dead forthe same reason.

|
I . ’
S , . and Acquainted.
The Qur'an teachesthat menand women have equal religious and Quran 49:13
|
]

_________|I._________________I.___________________

ethical rights however, they are given different roles.
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Muslim beliefs about women in worship

Thereis currently some different opinions among Muslims regarding the circumstances in which women may
act as imamsto lead a congregationin salat (prayer). The Qur'an does not mention whetherfemales can lead
prayers although historically it has been amale role. Many scholars look atinterpretations of the Hadith. In
several passages there are mentions of two of Muhammad’s wives, Aishaand Umm Salamah, leading prayers.

I

|

I

|

I

I In some Sunni sects woman may be imam (leader) of a congregational prayerif the congregation consists of

I womenalone. Whenthisis allowed the woman stands among the congregation in the front row, instead of

I aloneinfrontofthe congregationasa maleimamwoulddo.In Chinathere are nusi, which are mosquesonly
| for women, and men are notallowed to enter.
|

I

|

I

I

|

I

I

In many countries, Muslims have been active in campaigning forawoman-led prayer
movement. In Britain, Raheel Raza became the first Muslim-born womantolead a
mixedgender British congregation through Friday prayers ata small prayersessionin
Oxford. Raheel arguesthat nowhere in the Qur'an are female imams forbidden.
Raheel received death threats whenshe leda

mixed-gender prayersessionin Canadabut

she believes what she is doingisimportant for

allwomen.

|

| Humanists accept the theory of evolution. They believe

| that all human beings are part of the same species

I ‘Homo Sapiens’ and share the same ancestors.
Humanists recognise that there may be differences

I between peoplebuttheyall share acommon bond. They

| believeintreating peopleasindividuals, notin

| stereotyping and notin discriminating against groups of

[ people because of differences such as age, race or sex.

I The actor and humanist Stephen Fry has spoken out

I againstthe damage that prejudice and discrimination
can create. He has campaigned to counterthe prejudice

| which often exists in society regarding mentalillness. For

I  Stephen Fry supportinga campaign to counter negative Fry, like many other people, the key to countering

I attitudes towards mental health prejudice is through education.

— o — — o — o [ o —
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Racism

. :
I Racismis discrimination against |
I people onthe basisof their

I race. Throughout history |
| peoplefromreligiousandnon- I
I religious beliefs have worked |
togethertotry to stop racism. |
I Campaigns have successfully |
| changedthe practicesin many I
I countries, makingitillegalfor

| peopletodiscriminate against |
I others because of theirrace. |
There are many education |
| programmes in Britain which focus on explaining to students the dangers of racism and what to do if they seeany |
I racistactions. One such programme aims to tackle racism at football matches. |
|
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Christian attitudes towards racial prejudice

Christianteachings promote the equality of all races, such as in the story of the good Samaritan. Jesus’ own
actions alsoshowed how importantit wastotreatall races as equal, healingmen and women from different
races. The words and actions of Jesus have influenced many Christians throughout history to campaign against

race discrimination.

Today there are many different Christian organisations in Britain that continues to work against race

discrimination and supportracial and religious harmony:

The Church of England’s Committee for Catholic Association for Racial Justice
Minority and Ethnic Anglican Concerns (CARJ)

(CMEAC) The Catholic Church works to oppose racism

P encourages minority ethnic people to become and to raise awareness of the importance of
part of the ministry of the Church cultural diversity. Thisis led by the Catholic

» supports race awareness initiatives throughout Association forRacial Justice (CARJ). Through

society itswork it seeks ‘tovalue, respectand
P creates links with other faiths and cultures celebrate the equality and dignity of all God's
throughinter-faith dialogue. people’.

Martin Luther King

Is also an example of a Christian who worked to fight
againstracism. MLK was influenced by Christian
teachingssuch asthe words of Jesus; ‘But | tell you, love
yourenemies and pray forthose who persecute you’
Matthew 5:43

Some of the ways he fought against racism was by:

Muslim attitudes towards racial prejudice

The Islamiccreation story describes how God sentangels to
earthto collectdifferenttypes of soil in orderto create the first
man —Adam. The soil was of different colours, different
strengths and from different parts of the earth. For many
Muslims this shows that the descendants of Adam were
destined to be as diverse as the handful of soil; to have different
appearances, attributes and qualities. The Qur'anteaches that
such diversity was all a part of God’s plan for the world:

‘And of His signs is the creation of the heavens and the earth
andthediversity of yourlanguages and your colors. Indeed in
thatare signs forthose of knowledge.” Qur'an 30:22

Prejudice and discrimination



Themes — Issues of Human Rights

I Muslim attitudes towards racial prejudice

(Abu Dhar) out fora racistcomment.

Muslims form one brotherhood.”

South Africa. Esack established a Muslim anti-apartheid
group and spoke at meetings against apartheid.

Malcolm X

when he feltable to share
histhoughtsandideas with

a solutiontoracial problemsin
America. He foundedthe
Organisation of Afro-American
Unity to help highlightthe
importance of humanrights for

of skin colour.

Prejudice and discrimination
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» There has beenalongtradition of race equality in Islam, dating back to the actions and words of the
Prophet Muhammad. Whenitwas decided thatamuezzin was to be established to recite the call to
prayer, the Prophet Muhammad selected aformer black slave Bilal ibnRabah and called aclose friend

» The Prophet’s last sermon showed how important the brotherhood (ummah) of Muslimsis: ‘Allmankind
is descended from Adam and Eve, an Arab is not better than a non-Arab and a non-Arabis not better than
anArab; a white person is not better than a black person, noris a black person better than a white person
except by piety and good actions. Learn that every Muslim is the brother of every other Muslim and that

»  For many Muslimsithas beenimportantto challenge racism, even ata risk
to theirown lives. Forexample, Farid Esack, a Muslim university teacher
wasinvolvedinthe fightagainst the apartheid systemin South Africa.
Apartheid was the systematicdiscrimination against the black population of

Apartheid a system of
segregating people by races,
which was used in South Africa.
Muezzin the person wha calls
Muslims to the mosque 1o pray.

Muslims of all races. This caused
him to campaign forintegration as

black people all overthe world and
respect between people regardless

Malcolm X was an African American civil rights leaderin 1950s and 60s. He
originally promoted black supremacy and even urged his followers to use violent
resistance (disagreeing with Martin LutherKing’s pacifistideas about how to get
racial equality). However, he experienced a change of outlook while on Hajj,

The Christian/Muslim Forum
The Christian/Muslim Forumis an organisation that works to
promote inter-faith dialogue, sharing theirviews with people
of different beliefsto try and create a more justand tolerant
society. They have been doing doing that since 2006. Based
in London, it brings together Christians and Muslims from
around the country to build good relationships. It has four
Christian ministers who are selected from different Christian
Churches (Anglican, Catholic, Free Churches, Minority
Traditions) and four Muslim Presidents who represent the
different Sunni and Shi’a traditions. Through creating safe
spaces, discussions are held which explore differences
between and within Islam and Christianity. Through inter-
faith dialogue and activities, the Forum seeks to educate and
campaign fora greaterunderstanding between religions.
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I The acquisition of wealth Income and wealth in the UK :
I Wealthis notevenly spread outacross * The bottom fifth of the UK population have 8 per cent of the UK's total |
| society. Some people are much richerthar income; the top fifth have 40 per cent. |
I others. There are many ways in which * Income and wealth in London and the South East is considerably higher
I people mightgettheirwealth: than in other areas of the country, for example the North East. I
* The top 10 per cent of the population hold 45 per cent of the wealth and |
I >  Throughworkingfora businessand the bottomn 50 per cent have 8.7 per cent. |
receivinganincome.Some jobshave | * In 2014 it was reported that the five richest families in the UK were worth |
| fantastically high salaries, forexample more than the bottom 20 per cent of the whole population. I
I sportsstars and TV presenters. Other | source: Figures from The Equality Trust and other news sources |
| workers receive much lower pay. . -
| » Some peoplestarttheirown business. Some of these grow and become extremely profitable. I
| > Some peopleinherit wealth, maybe on the death of arelative. |
I » Afewpeople gettheirwealth through criminal means, forexample, fraud or burglary. |
»  Some people getwealth through activities such as gambling. |
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|
I Britainis often described as being a materialistic I
| We oftenusethe term ‘poverty’ torefertosomeone | | iotv which values mon ndgth on |
I whoislivingin extremely poor circumstances. There I| slc:ae ¥, WhIC Zues oneya h eplgssessfo >
are two levels of poverty: I that moneycan uy. Newspaper eadlines often |
| | : describe people rushing out to buy the latest I
| Absolute poverty— mobile phone ordesigner handbag. However,
| @ setstangard wzich is : | people don't(?nly use theirwealth to buY rpaterial :
I consistent overtime I | goods aqd h9l|days.Areport by the Charities Aid
and between | Foundationin 2015 found that the UK was Europe’s |
I countries. It usually I I most generous nation in terms of charitable giving. |
|l includeshavingno I ~ In2015 75 per cent of UK adults donated to charity, |
I accessto basic | I and thatwas comparedto a worldwide average of |
| services,suchas I I 31.5 per cent. Aswell as giving to charities, people I
I medicine orshelter. I | mightuse theirwealthtohelpfamily and friends.
. | For example, as property inthe UK becomes more |
I Relative poverty —a I expensive compared to average wages, many |
I |th€| ofincom;e below | : parentsare lendingtheir children money so that I
the majority of one
: pa rtiquIar c?)lu ntry. !_I_:hilcj_n iiy_a_hiri_ —— e __!

|

| as most people have access to accommodation and the |

State Should prov|de some Support for people Who rea”y oot Relative povertg.ﬁ.slandard nfpr:werlg measured in relation to I

dit f | ilh d t the standards of a society in which a person lives, for example,

nee '_' orexam_p €, council houses and monetary living on less than x per cent of average UK income. |
benefits. The UKis a very wealthy country compared to -

L Absalute poverty An acute state of deprivation, whereby a |

many others. However, Oxfamindicates that there are 2 person cannot access the most basic of their human needs. I

million malnourished people in the UK, with a further 3

million at risk of malnourishment. They state that food povertyis on the rise I

with increasing numbers of people relying on services like food banks, |

|

I

I

|

I

|

I

where they can get parcels of food and other essentials. The charity

Barnardo’s suggests thatthere are 3.7 million children livingin povertyin

the UK. Worryingly, children who are borninto poorfamilies are more likely

to develop chronicillnesses and less likely to do well in education than

those children who are not. This means that they are more likely to continue tolive in poverty as an adult.
Throughout the centuries, people have tried to supportthose who are livingin poverty. Sometimes this has been
through voluntary work, giving donations of money or making people aware of those who are livingin absolute
and relative poverty who often have novoice to speak out.
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1 Christian attitudes to wealth and poverty I

I > Christianity teachesthataperson’s value should be judged by theiractions and not by what they possess or
I how much money they have.
» Havingwealthisnotnecessarily bad orwrongbut there are ethical considerations about how Christians gain
I : e
I theirwealthand howitisused.
> Christianity does not state whether certain jobs should or should not be allowed. Rather, Christians need to ask
I themselves: ‘Isthe job exploiting or helping people?’
I > Many Christians are against gambling because it encourages alove of money forits own sake. They also
| believethat gambling and lotteries encourage greed. Some denominations refuse to take partinany form of
| gambling. The Society of Friends (Quakers) and Methodists, for example, are opposed to gambling as they
I believeitis gainingatthe expense of others. They also believe thatit promotes the view that having lots of
money automatically produces happiness.
5 Jesustaughtthat wealth doesn’t make people happy and canleadto greed. In Matthew 6, Jesus warnsis
| disciplesthat money can take the place of God in theirlives and that they must be careful to remain faithful to
| him. Whena rich youngrulerwanted tofollow Jesus he was told thatto do so he should sell his possessions
| and give hismoney to the poor. Today, members of some religious orders take avow of poverty to give up
I
I
|
I
I
|
I
|
I
I
|

everythingthey possess.
Helping those in need
All of the Gospels show thatJesus taught about the
care of the poor:

The Parable of the rich man and Lazarus (Luke 16)
In Luke 16 Jesus tells a storyabouta man who livedin
great luxury. At his gate lay a poor beggar called Lazarus
who was covered insores but he took no notice of him.

The Parable of the Eventually, they both died. Lazarus went to heaven but

Sheep and the Goats
(Matthew 25)
teaches that God will
judge people not on
how much wealth
they have gained but
on their treatment of
the poor.

the richman went to hell.The rich man asked that
Lazarus should come to hell to cool his tongue with a
drop of water. He also asked thatlLazarus be sent back
to earth to warn his brothers to repent so that they
would never joinhimin hell.Both requests were denied
by Abraham who told the rich man that if his brothers
did not believe the Scripture, neither would they

heaven.

1

1 Christian Charity whatis christianAid?
Christian Aidis a Christian charity working in partnership with local organisations
inover60 countriesto helpthose in need—regardless of religion, ethnicity or
nationality. It aims to stop poverty and challenge systems that favourthe rich

. overthe poor and marginalised. It does this by organising projects run by partners
inthe different countries and educating people about the causes of poverty
through running campaigns and Fairtrade activities.

How does the work of Christian Aid reflect Christian teachings and values? It works on the basis of a beliefin
one God wholovesall and the dignity of all human life. Its values include:

> Love and solidarity: We arecalledtolove and care for
one another incompassionand humility,as westand
alongsideallthosewho struggleagainst poverty,
powerlessness andinjustice.

> Dignity and respect: We are convinced that every
human being has innatedignity. All people are of equal
worth, whichis why we placehonesty and respect for
others at the heart of what we do.

> Justice and equality: We understand that where people
lack power, poverty prevails, so wesupport work that
empowers individualsand communities. Wefight
injusticeand inequality with courage, hope and
determination, challengingthe structures and systems
that prevent people from rising outof poverty.

» Cooperation and partnership: Our work is rooted in
a spiritof cooperation and we affirmthe value of
actingin partnership with others. We work with and
for the churches, as well as with other faithand
secular groups. Wealso engage with other key
actors, including civil society, government and the
privatesector, invarious ways and onvarious levels.

» Accountability and stewardship: We are
accountablefor how we use the resources
entrusted to us, ensuringthat our decision-making
is open and transparent. We measure our impact
andare always striving toimproveour
performance. We are committed to being effective
stewards of the planet’s scarceresources and caring
for the earth for the sake of future generations.
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I
|
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I
|
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I
believe a messenger, even if he came straightfrom |
|
I
|
I
|
|
I
I
|
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I
|
|
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|
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1 Muslim attitudes to wealth and poverty

| > Inlslam,all wealthisagiftfrom God —humans are caretakers of God’s wealth, and will be judged by theiruse
of it. Muslims have a duty to support others and care for the poorand those inneed. Itisimportantthata
family’s needs are met firstand that Zakah is collected on surplus money.

» Muslims are required to live according to the Qur’an and therefore some occupations are forbidden. As
receivinginterest (riba) on anyloansisforbidden, Muslims should not become money lenders. Islamic banks
setup ways that people are able to borrow money without the bank makinginterest onthe loan.

» The Qur’'an forbids gambling (gimar) or any way of gaining money through chance: ‘O you who have believed,
indeed, intoxicants, gambling, [sacrificing on] stone alters [to otherthan God ], and divining arrows are but
defilement fromthe work of Satan, so avoid it that you may be successful.” Qur'an 5:90

» The fact that the Qur’an forbids doingany work connected
with gambling has caused difficulties when the money made faces toward the sast or the west, but
fromlotteriesis used tosupportcharitable causes. For many [true] righteousness is [in] one who believes
Muslims it would be wrongto accept thismoney because of i 5o, the Last Day, the angels, the Book,
the quote in Qur'an 2:177 where ittellsthose livingin poverty

Eightesousness is not that you turn your

' and the prophets and who gives wealth, in

to be patient. spite of leve for it, to relatives, orphans,
Helping those in need the needy, the traveller, those who ask
Charity isan important part of Muslim life. Althoughitisoneof  [for help]. and for freeing slaves; [and who]
the Five Pillars of Islamitshould be given throughloveand not  establishes prayer and gives Zakah: [those

| througha sense of duty. There are different types of giving: who] fulfil their promise when they promise:

I >  Zakah: Both Sunniand Shi’a Muslims make a charity (Zakah) &1 ['-'*1_’—"5'9 W_I"’-"] are patient in poverty and

[ paymentof 2.5 percent of their wealth every year. Thisgoes Nardship during battle. Those are the ones

| to support the poorand those in need. who have been true, and it is those who are
»  Khums: In addition to Zakah, Shi’aMuslims are expectedto 1€ righteous

pay Khums, awealth tax of 20 percentof theirsavings. This Qur'an 2:177
money is paid to Muslim scholarsand community leaders for

the welfare of the community.

Sadagah: It isa dutyfor all Muslims to pay Zakah once a year, but Islam also teaches that voluntary giving is
importanttoo. Sadagahisany good deed done out of compassion or generosity; it could be a gift of time,
helping others oradonationtoa charity.

Zakat-ul-Fitr: This additional donation, given at the end of Ramadan, goes to the poor. It allows everyone,
eventhosein poverty, to eata generous meal at Id-ul-Fitr

Muslim Charltv What is Islamic Relief?
IslamicRelief aims to help those in need by upholding the principles of Islam.
Foundedin Britainin 1984, IslamicRelief now works in over40 countries. It
responds to disasters and emergencies as well as providing long-term support with
sustainable economicand social development such as providing shelter, healthcare
and education.

values? values of Islam:
‘Our Vision Inspired by our Islamic faith and guided by ourvalues, > Compassion— givingsupportin

we envisage a caring world where communities are empowered, disasters
social obligations are fulfilled and people respond as one to the > Justice - raisingawareness of

suffering of others’ marginalised voices through the
media

»  Custodianship-recyclingand selling
donated clothesin the UK

>  Sincerity — sponsoring over 30,000
orphansinoneyear

>  Excellence —signingthe Red Cross
Code of Conduct, an international

Working with those in need reflects the teachings from the
Qur’an:
‘Because of that, We decreed upon the Children of Israel that
whoever kills a soul unless fora soul or for corruption [done] in the
land — it is as if he had slain mankind entirely. And whoeversaves
one—jtis asif he had saved mankind entirely. And our messengers
had certainly come to them with clear proofs. Then indeed many of o
set of standards on workingin
them, [even] afterthat, throughout the land, were transgressors.’ i
disasterzones.
I_Qur’an 5:32

I
|
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: How does the work of Islamic Relief reflect Muslimteachingsand  The work of IslamicRelief reflects the key
|
I
|
I
I
|
I
I
|
I
|



	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40
	Slide 41
	Slide 42
	Slide 43
	Slide 44
	Slide 45
	Slide 46
	Slide 47
	Slide 48
	Slide 49
	Slide 50
	Slide 51
	Slide 52
	Slide 53
	Slide 54
	Slide 55
	Slide 56
	Slide 57
	Slide 58
	Slide 59
	Slide 60
	Slide 61
	Slide 62
	Slide 63
	Slide 64
	Slide 65
	Slide 66

