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Foundations of faith

Key Concepts

Tawhid ‘Oneness’ in reference to God. The basic Muslim belief in the oneness of God.

Prophethood or ‘risalah’ The term used of the messengers of God, beginning with Adam and
ending with the Prophet Muhammad.

Halal [permitted) Actions or things which are permitted within Islam, such as eating permitted foods.

Haram (forbidden) Any actians or things which are forbidden within Islam, such as eating forbidden
foods.
h

Jihad Means to strive’. There are two forms of jihad. The greater jihad is the daily struggle and inner I
spiritual striving to live as a Muslim. The lesser jihad is a physical struggle or ‘holy war’in defence of I I
Islam. |

Mosque or ‘masjid’ A ‘place of prostration’ for Muslims, it is a communal place of worship for a
Muslim community. I|

Sharfah (straight path) A way of life; Muslims believe God has set out a clear path for how
Muslims should live. Shari'ah law is the set of moral and religious rules that put the principles set | |
out by the Qur'an and the Hadith into practice. | |

Q'IThe Ummah

The ummahis the
worldwide community of
Muslims. Within the ummah
all Muslims are equal,
whatevertheirlanguage,
culture or nationality. There
isgreat diversity across the
Islamicworld. Thereisno
one, single pattern forwhat
itmeansto be a Muslim, but
there are certain
fundamentals theyall hold
to. The central belief for
Muslimsisthatthereisone
God (Allah) who has
revealed hisdivine

II teachingstothe Prophet
Muhammad, inthe Qur’an.

Ummah Means ‘community’. Refers to the worldwide community of Muslims who share a
common religious identity. | I

r

The Sunnl and Shi’

Who are they?
One of the majordivisions within Islam s the split between Sunni and Shi’a. Sunnis form the majority of

Muslimsinthe world today (87-90 percent); theylive inthe countries of North Africa, the Middle East, South
Asiaand Indonesia. The remaining 10-13 percent of Muslimstoday are from the Shi’acommunity (although
only about5 per cent of British Muslims are Shi’as). Shi’as live mainly inIran, Irag, Lebanon and India. Sunnis

and Shi’as have coexisted for centuries, living peaceably side by side, often worshipping togetherin the same
mosques, sometimesintermarrying. Although they share most central beliefs, they do have significant
differencesinthe waythey understand religious truth, laws and practices.

Why is there a split?

Soon afterthe death of Prophet Muhammad adispute arose over who should lead the emerging Muslim
community. Abu Bakrhad been a close companion of the Prophetand alarge group of believers chose himto
become the new Khalifah (leader). After Abu Bakr’s death Umarbecame the leader, then Uthman and then Ali.
These fourleaders have come to be known as the Rightly Guided Khalifahs and Sunni Muslims accept that they
were God’s appointed leaders. However, there was asmallergroup who believed that Ali, the cousin and son -in-
law of Muhammad, should have become the first Khalifah. It was their belief that the Prophet Muhammad had
chosen and appointed Ali as his successorand they rejected the leadership of Abu Bakr, Umar and Uthman. They
were angry that Ali had been overlooked and when Ali was later murdered, they began to separate themselves,
callingthemselves the Shi’a (the House of Ali). They believe that the Prophet Muhammad appointed 12
successors (Imams) from his own descendants, who are known as the Ahl al-Bayt, ‘the Family of the House’ of
Muhammad.

-

a split

Shi’as believe that:

» God guided the Prophet Muhammad to
appointAli as his successor.

» The leadership of the Muslim community has
continued through Imams who are divinely
appointed from descendantsin Muhammad’s
family.

» The last Imam will appearat the end of the
world as the Mahdi (the Chosen One who will
bringjustice to the world).

» The new leaderafter Muhammad died should
have only come from his bloodline

Sunnis believe that:
» Religious guidance can only come from God through
the Qur’'an and the Hadith. Togetherthese holy books
formthe Shari’ah, Islamiclaw.
» There should be noreligious hierarchy. Imams are not
holy figures appointed by God. They are simply good
teachersandleadersand should be chosen through
agreementamongthe local community.
» The newleaderafter Muhammad died should onlybe
men that the Prophet Muhammad had most trusted
while he was alive.




Foundations of faith

h; Six Articles of Faith

I
Sunni |
The six articles of faith in Sunni Islam |
For Sunni Muslims there are six central |
beliefs. orarticles of faith. which define 1. Allah (God): the unity and oneness of God is called Tawhid. I
. . ! 2. Malaikah (angels): God created angels to interact with
theirunderstanding of God. human lives, bringing his divine message. Each Muslim has |
two guardian angels who record that person’s good and bad I
Thisteachingcan be found in the Hadith, actions. |
. R 3. Holy books: God has revealed his word to humans in the
YVhe re Mu hamma,d Isreco rd.ed assayl n_g' Qur’an. This tells Muslims all they need to know about how
Youmustbelieve in Allah, his angels, his to live their lives. Other inspired scriptures include the Tawrat l
holy books, his messengers, inthe Last of Musa (Torah), the Zabur of Dawud (Psalms) and the Injil of |
Day and in fate (both in its good and in its Isa (Gospels). I
evil ts).” Hadith 4. Risalah (prophethood): God has spoken through numerous
viraspects;. prophets throughout time, including Adam, Nuh (Noah), |
! lbrahim (Abraham), Musa (Moses), Isa (Jesus). However,
Althoughthese sixbeliefs are central to ) Muhammad is the greatest prophet. 1
the Islamicfaith they are notthe only . 5. Akhirah (the afterlife) Belief in the final judgement and life |
. . . . { after death. This life is a preparation for the eternal life that
!!'nportant bel'e.fs"Others 'nC“.Jde' the / follows. On the last day there will be a time of judgement, |
jihad and submission to the will of God. when Muslims will have to account for their lives. |
6. Al-Qadr (God’s predestination): God is responsible for
everything and has set out a divine destiny for all things. God I
Jihad striving to do what is right, for God. The greater jihad is the struggle has written down all that has happened and all that will I
that each persan has, as an individual, to follow Gad's will in their life. The { happen in the universe. However, this does not take away
lesser jihad is the fight to defend Islam [holy war). ¢ human free will. I
Submission to the will of God Islam means ‘submission’; following the Five }\ ® I
Pillars and the rules of Shari‘ah law are a sign of being a true Muslim. s
I
I
|

The five roots of religion in M

The oneness of God (Tawhid): There is one God who has no equals; Shi’alslam emphasises the importance of five

he is a divine unity. He cannot be compared to anyone or anything. He L . i

is perfect and unique, and he possesses infinite power and knowledge. fundamental principles which are sometimes

He is immortal (he was never born) and has no partner or children. called the ‘roots of religion’. Every individual

The justice of God (Adl or Adalah): God is perfect justice, fairness and must make themselves aware of these truths as

wisdom. He does not wrong anyone, and he will not tolerate . K R

wrongdoing. He cannot abuse his power by performing acts that go the foundation of theirfaith.

against his own nature to be just and fair. Humans must be responsible

for their own actions, good or bad.

3. Prophethood (Nubuwwah): God has appointed prophets and
messengers to guide human beings, showing them how to live in
peace and submission to God. Muhammad was the Seal of the
Prophets, meaning that he brought the final, perfect and unchanging
message from God.

4. Leadership (Imamate): Most Muslims believe that Muhammad was

' the last prophet, who brought the final scripture (the Qur’an) to

humanity. Shi’as believe that, after his death, God appointed

12 infallible Imams to guide the Muslim community, leading them on

the path set by the Prophet Muhammad. These Imams are part of

what Shi‘as call Ahl al-Bayt (the Family of the House). In other words,
they are part of Prophet Muhammad'’s extended household. Of these

12, 11 have been killed. They believe that the 12th (or hidden) Imam is

still alive, but is in hiding (occultation), waiting to reappear and rule on

{ earth with justice. They sometimes refer to him as the Mahdi. Prophethood  / L(?;ienr:::;)
{5. Resurrection (Qayamat): The belief that, on the Day of Judgement, (Nubuwwah)
<\. there will be a resurrection, when all human beings will be physically ’ Oneness of God
" raised to life to be judged by God. He will reward the good and punish Justice of God (Tawhid)
the evil. (Adalah)
Resurrection
(Qayamat)
I
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The nature of Allah
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The nature of God

The single mostimportant belief in Islamis Tawhid, the oneness and unity of God. There isone God (Allah)
whoisthe universal God of all humanity. Muslims believethat Godiis:

» Immanent: God is always close by. The Qur’an says that ‘God is closer to each one of us than the veins in

ournecks’ (50:16)

»  Transcendent: God is beyond all things, not
limited by the rules of nature.

»  Omniscient: God has all knowledge, nothing can
be hidden from him.

»  Beneficent: God is always kind; he loves us.

»  Merciful: God is always fair; he forgives us if we
are sorry.

»  Judge: onthe last day, God will be our judge.

»  Creator: God is the beginning; he is the cause of
all that exists.

The 99 names of God

In Islam, God is not to be confused with any living
creature; heis beyondall things and cannot be
pictured as a physical being. God is outside our
human understanding, butfor Muslims he lies at
the very centre of everything they thinkand do.

V¥ Surah al-Fatihah The Opening V¥

1. In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful.
2. Praise be to Allah, Lord of the Worlds.
3. The Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.

4. Master of the Day of Judgment.

5. It is You we worship, and upon You we call for help.
6. Guide us to the straight path.
7. The path of those You have blessed, not of those against
whom there is anger, nor of those who are misguided.
Y—QURAN1Y

Credit : @fatimakarimms

Al-Fatihah, the opening

The al-Fatihahisthefirstsurah (chapter)inthe Qur’an.It
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I So, how.do Muslims 'seg' God?The Qur'anand
the Hadith have many different ‘names’ for God,

: notas a person, but usingwords that describe his
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means ‘the opening’, and many Muslims learntorecite it
from memory intheir daily prayers. lttells Muslims
about the attributes of God.

gualities and attributes. They use names like:

differentlists of these names, recorded through different traditions of Muslims, but recitingthese names has
been a powerful form of prayerfor Muslims through the centuries.

The sin of shirk

Islam warns of the sin of shirk. Thisiswhen a person worships something else otherthan God. Thereisone
God and there can be no picturesto represent him. Muslims must worship the true God, not the image of him,
created by human hands. The prophets bringthe word of God, but they are only human; God is divine. For
most Muslims, itis a sin of ‘shirk’ to show a picture of the Prophet Muhammad.

The characteristics of Allah

» The immanent (Al-Baatin) — God is close to humans. No being can live withouthim and he is presentin all
things. He is presentin human activity, including prayer. This is how Muslims can communicate with him
directly.

» The Transcendent (Al-Muta’ali)—Allah isabove and beyond the material universe. He is responsible for the
creation of all things, with no helpers. He is outside of space and time, separate from the universes he has
made.

» The Omnipotent (Al-Jabbar)— Allah has absolute power overall things. He isin complete control over
everythingthat happens with no dependence upon anyoneoranything. Thisimplies his omniscience
(knowledge overall things) and his infinite, limitless existence. Allah’s powers ensure that the only things that
happen are according to his will.

» The Beneficent (Ar-Rahman) —this name appearsin a blessing known as the bismillah, which begins almost
every chapterinthe Qur'an. Allah acts for the benefit of humanity. He gives us messages through prophets to
support us and provide us with everything we need to be khalifahs (guardians) of his creation.

I » The merciful (ArRahim) — All is compassionate, He forgives those who makes mistakes. He punishes thosethat

I getsthings wrongbutaccepts repentance.

I > Thelust (Al-Adl) —Allah sentthe message of Islam to everyone so al can have the chance to enter paradise. He

| treatsallequalandwill punishtorewardthemjustly fortheirbehaviour. He is consistentandfairin his actions.
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Risalah (prophethood)

Risalah: Prophethood

The channel of communication between God and humanity is calledrisalah; the

A'rasal’ a prophet. ‘Risalah’ means
bringing prophecy from God.

prophets are our guides. They are human beings chosen to carry guidance from God to people, but their wisdom
does notcome from withinthemselves; it comes from God. In the Qur’an it says:

‘And We have already sent messengers before you and assigned to them wives and descendants. And it
was not fora messengerto come with a sign except by permission of God . Forevery term is a decree.’
Qur’an 13:38

The Qur’an teaches that every community has been given its own prophet, bringing God’s messagein abook.
The message brought by the Prophet Muhammad is essentially the same message as had been preached by all
the prophets backto Adam: the need to worship the one, true God, who will be the judge of all.

Key figuresin Islam

Islam teaches that God has sent many prophets throughout history; 25
Adam (Adam)

of themare mentioned by name in the Qur'an, goingright back to the
creation of the world. Many of these prophets are characters from the
Jewish and Christian scriptures (what Christians referto as the Bible).
However, Islamteaches that, overthe centuries, the messages from
these prophets have either been lost orbecome corrupted, so there
wasa need fora final revelation. Muhammad is known as the Seal of
the Prophets, because his revelation of the Qur'an was God’s final and
absolute word.

Muslim tradition says that, in total, there have been around 124,000
prophetsand that, once a prophet had been called by God, he lived a
sinless life. Muslim authors put PBUH (peace and blessings be upon
him) aftera prophet’s name toshow themadeep level of respect. In
Islam the major prophets (apart from Muhammad) are: Adam, Ibrahim,

Idris (Enoch)

Nuh (Noah)

Hud (Hud)

Saleh (Salih)
Ibrahim (Abraham)
Lut (Lot)

Ishma’il (Ishmael)
Ishaq (Isaac)
Yaqub (Jacob)
Yusuf (Joseph)
Ayub (Job)
Shoaib (Jethro)
Musa (Moses)
Harun (Aaron)
Dhul-Kifl (Ezekiel)
Dawud (David)

Sulaiman (Soloman)

llyas (Elijah)
Al-Yasa (Elisha)
Yunus (Jonah)

Musa, Dawud, and Isa.

‘People, no prophet or messenger will come after me,

and no new faith will emerge.” Muhammad’s last

sermon’ (Hadith)

Zakariya (Zachariah)
Yahya (John the Baptist)
Isa (Jesus)

Muhammad
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1 Adam

Adamissaidto be the fatherof the humanrace.
Accordingtothe Qur'an, God formed Adam from
a handful of soil of many colours. This represents
the diversity of people on earth.

Eve was created from Adam’srib and they lived
togetherin paradise. They were commanded not
to eatfrom a particulartree, but the devil was
able to convince themto taste its fruit. Asa result,
they were banished to earth. However, Adam
confessed hissinand was forgiven, becomingthe
first prophet. Muslims believethat Adam was
created as God’s ‘khalifah’ (his representative on
earth). ltwas to be hisjobto rule inthe place of
God. Tradition says that he builtthe firstKa’bain
Makkah.

= = = = = = = = = = = === -

Musa (Moses) is remembered by
Muslims as one of the most
significant prophets.

The teachings of Ibrahim had been
forgotten and his book lost, so a
new prophet had to be sent. Musa
led the Israelites out of slaveryin
Egypt and into the Promised Land.
Islamteaches that he was given the
word of God, known as the Tawrat
(Torah), but the people were
disobedient and the message
became distorted.



Risalah (prophethood)

Ibrahim

Ibrahim (Abraham) isregarded as a hanif. This meansthat he had an inner knowledge thatthereisreally only
onetrue God. For thisreason, heisseen asthe greatest of the prophets before Isa (Jesus). He was borninto a
family of polytheists, but he rejected these beliefs in favour of monotheism and became a Muslim (one who
bows down to God).

‘Abraham was neither a Jew nor a Christian, but he was one inclining toward truth, a Muslim [submitting to God
J.And he was not of the polytheists.” Qur’an 3:67

Ibrahim had two sons who were both prophets: Ishma’il (the prophetto the Arabs) andIshaq (the prophetto the
Jews). For Muslims, Ishma’il is the more important, because he is an ancestor to Muhammad.

(Ishma’il's mother) as she ran between the hills of Al-Safaand Muhammad is the Seal of the Prophets, because,
when you puta seal onsomethingyouclose itup. Itisthe fi nal act, showing that nothing more can be added.
Ka’baknown as the House of God, the black covered, cube-shaped building at the centre of Islam’s holiest
mosque in Makkah. Polytheism belief in many gods. ‘To every people was sentan apostle.” Qur'an 10:47 236 7
Islam: Beliefs and teachings Al-Marwah in search of water. They also remember how God instructed Ibrahim to
sacrifice Ishma’il. When Satan tried to tempt Ibrahim to disobey God, telling him to refuse tosacrifi ce his son,
Ibrahim drove the evil one away by throwing stones at him.

Thereisa tradition that God revealed a holy book to Ibrahim, known as ‘the scrolls of Ibrahim’ or the ‘Sahifah’.
The Qur'an mentions this book, but norecord remains of it today.

Isaisthe Islamicname forlJesus. Apart from Muhammad, Isa (Jesus) and his mother Maryam (Mary) are the
most prominentfiguresinthe Qur’an. Itrecogniseslsaasa prophetand as a successorto Moses. He was given
the Injil (Gospel) and he performed miracles. However, Muslims deny the Christian teaching of the Trinity and
rejectthe belief thatlsais God. Theysay God is ‘one’ not ‘three’.

The Qur'an teachesthat, althoughitappeared asif Isa (Jesus) had been crucifi ed, in facthe did not die. God
could notallow evil mento triumph over his prophetin such away. Instead, Isawas taken up to heaven and will
reappearinthe second coming when God judges the world.

‘And they did notkill him, nordid they crucify him; but [another] was made to resemble him to them.’” Qur'an

|
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‘We gave Moses the Book and followed him up with a succession of apostles; We gave Jesus ... signs (miracles) [
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I and strengthened him with the holy spirit.” Qur'an 3:87
I

I

|

I

I

I Muhammad The last and greatest prophet

I
uslims believe thatthrough history, God has communicated to humans through revelations and the last an

IMI' beli hatth hhi Godh i dtoh h h lati dthel d

I greatest of these revelations was given to the Prophet Muhammad. Muhammad did not come fromarich

familyanditis likely that he could notread or write. He was nota learned man ora scholar, but he was very

I devout. He would take himself off for daystomeditateinacave inthe desert, seeking God. Muslims believe

I that God chose Muhammad as a prophet because he wasa humble, honest man; aman he could trust with

| sucha special message. Islam teaches that Muhammad isthe lastand the greatest prophet, sentby God. He isa

I role model for Muslims because of the moral and prayerful way he lived his life. Unlike Jesus he performed no

I miracles; he was born, lived and died an ordinary man, but Muslims see him as the perfectexample of ahuman
being.

I

I Muhammad did not write the Qur’an from his own words; he was the channel through which God spoke. Islam

makes a clear distinction between the divine revelation of the Qur'an and the human words of the Prophet
| Muhammad, which are preservedinthe Hadith.



Risalah (prophethood)

I The life of Muhammad
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At the age of six Laylat-ul-Qadr: The year of sorrows: Muhammad leads
Muhammad'’s mother, the first Qur'anic his wife (Khadijah) the Muslim army to
Amina, dies. He becomes an revelation, received and his uncle (Abu recapture Makkah.
orphan, to be cared for by from God. Angel Talib) both die, He destroys the 360
his grandfather and later Jibril instructs leaving him without idols in the Ka'ba
his uncle, Abu Talib Muhammad to 'recite’ a protector
570 CE 595 CE 613-622 CE 622 CE 632 CE
576 CE 610 CE 619 CE 630 CE
Muhammad is Muhammad Muhammad The Hijrah: Muhammad dies
born in Makkah marries Khadijah teaches in Makkah, Muhammad and his aged 62
but is met with followers escape
opposition from Makkah to the

City of Yathrib (later
known as Madinah)

»  Muhammad was bornin Makkah (in Arabia) in 570 CE, but by the age of six he had become an orphan. In his
twenties he entered the service of awealthy merchant named Khadijah and he soimpressed her with his
honesty and character that Khadijah proposed marriage. They married and had four daughters, and two sons
(whosadlydiedininfancy).

»  Ashe grewolder, Muhammad began to feel troubled by the corruption and cruelty he saw in Makkah. He

believed thatthe worship of idols by the people of Makkah was wrong and that there was really only one

true God.

> He started to spend more time alone in prayerand one night, in the year 610 CE, while he was prayingina
cave near Makkah he had an experience that would change his life. As he sat meditating, the AngelJibril
appeared before himand ordered himto recite the words that had miraculously appeared before him.
Muslims call this event Laylat-ul-Qadr, the Night of Power and they rememberittoday on the 27th day of
Ramadan. It is one of the holiest days of the Muslim year.

» Theserevelations wereto continue for the next 23 years, until Muhammad’s death. He did not always see
the Angel Jibril; sometimes he heard a voice speaking to him; sometimes these revelations took place while
he was in prayer, at othertimes when he was going about his everyday life.

» The message Prophet Muhammad broughttothe people of Makkah was: there is one true God, Lord of
goodnessand power, we need to show thanks to God through worship and there will be ajudgement day
where God will judge ourlives. Many in Makkah did not receive this message well; he was ridiculed and
insulted. However, some did follow him and they became known as ‘Muslims’.

> Intheyearsfollowinghis first revelation, Prophet Muhammad gained some followers in Makkah, but his
ideas also angered many. Makkah was a centre for pagan pilgrims who came to worship the idolsin the
Ka’'ba, bringing great wealth to the city. Muhammad began preaching openly that the worship of idols
offends God and that these idols were no more than useless bits of wood and stone. His message, that God
is merciful, butthatthere will also be a Day of Judgement caused many to turn against him and threaten
violence. Fornearly tenyears Prophet Muhammad struggled to gain convertsin Makkah, with little success
and then tragedy struck: two of his closest supporters, his uncle and his wife Khadijah, died. Thiswas a
devastating blow.

> Notlongafter, while teaching in Makkah, Prophet Muhammad was approached by some pilgrims from
Yathrib, a city some distance tothe north. They were impressed with his message and invited him tovisit, to
judge theircommunity disputes. He agreed and sent some of his followers ahead of him. Now, as he planned
to leave, itbecame clearthat hislife wasin danger; there were people plotting to kill him. Aliinsisted on
staying behind in Makkah, to act as a decoy, while Muhammad made the treacherous journey. This
migration of Muhammad from Makkah to Yathrib is known as the Hijrah. It marks the start of the Muslim
calendar. Ali was Prophet Muhammad’s cousin and son-in-law. Shi’a Muslims refer to him as the first Imam
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Story continued.



Risalah (prophethood)/Malaikah (angels)

The life of Muhammad

» Prophet Muhammad was welcomed into Yathrib, where he came to be seen notjust as a prophet, butalso
as a political leaderand military commander. He became the city’s rulerand it was renamed Madinah (City
of the Prophet). Forthe nextten years he worked to unite the different communities. There were anumber
of Jewish tribesin Madinah and he had expected them to become Muslims. However, many rejected
Prophet Muhammad’s beliefthat the revelations he received were from the same God that they
worshipped. They refused to believethat they should now turn towards Makkah to pray (instead of
Jerusalem) and thatthey should fast during Ramadan. Some of these Jewish tribes in Madinah began to plot
against Muhammad and so he was forced to expel them from the city. By 630 CE he had gained enough
supportacross Arabiato march on Makkah with anarmy of 10,000 men. Faced with this overwhelming
force, the rulers of the city conceded defeatand opened the gates. Makkah was taken without the shedding
of a drop of blood and the Ka’bawas cleansed of idols and re-dedicated to Allah.

» In 630 CE Muhammad and his followers were ableto return to Makkah, where they forgave theirenemies
and established Islam as apermanentreligion. Muhammad was now accepted as the final and true prophet
of God. He continuedtolead his community until his deathin 632 CE.

I Malaikah: Angels
I

Islamteaches that angels are heavenly,immortal beings, God’s first creation. According to the Qur’an, humans
were formed from clay, butangels were made out of light. They are God’s messengers, the channels through
which we can become aware of hislaws and his purposesin ourlives. They are God’s servants and they can take
on many formsto carry out his commands, but unlike humans they have no free will. They are without sin and so
theyare able to enterinto God’s divine presence, butthey can also communicate with humans.

Muslims believethat, although angels are invisible, they exist everywhere, throughout the whole universe. They
are neverfaraway and they are alwaysin contact with humans, especially when someone prays or thinks about
God. They have no physical bodies, butthe Qur'an describes them as having wings and they are always
describedas male.

In the Islamictradition thereare countless angels, but the Qur’an and the Hadith mention some by name. These
are:

> Jibril (Gabriel) isthe angel of revelation. He isthe archangel whois
responsible forrevealing the Qur'an to Muhammad and brings
messagesto God’s chosen ones.

» Mika'il (Michael) isthe archangel responsible for keeping the devil

Diversity in belief between Shi'a and
Sunni Muslims regarding angels

In general, Sunnis and Shi'as share
common beliefs about angels.

>

sustenance forthe body and soul and rainfall for the earth, to water
the land.

Israfil (Raphael) is the archangel who will blow the trumpet on the

Day of Judgementtoannounce the resurrection of all from the dead.

Azrail is the archangel that takes souls at death.

Ragiband Atid are the angelsreferredtointhe Qur’an as the ‘noble
recorders’. They sit, one on each shoulder, notingdown ourgood
and bad deeds, to be read from the book on the last day.

Munkar and Nakirare the two terrifying, judging angels who will
guestion each person aftertheir death, testing their faith.

Too see more information on each angel use page 152-153 in the pink textbook

Muslims believein angels because they are told toin the Qur’'an:

‘The Messenger has believed in what was revealed to him from his Lord, and [so have] the believers. All of them

According to the Qur'an, angels
were God's first creation, they are
immortal and they always obey
the commandments of God.

Sunnis believe that God created
the angels from light and they
have no free will.

Shi'as, however, accept that
angels do have a limited free will,
although this will never lead them
to sin or act against the will of God.

have believed in God and His angels and His books and His messengers, [saying], “We make no distinctions

|
I
|
I
I
|
I
I
|
I
|
I
I
|
| out of heaven and protecting faithful worshippers. He brings
I
|
I
|
I
I
|
I
I
|
I
|
: between any of His messengers.” And they say, “We hear and obey. [We seek] Your forgiveness, our Lord, and to

L You s the [final] destination.”” Qur'an 2:285



Islem-Beliefs b aesyshariatan
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Jibril
Jibril (Gabriel) is described in some hadiths as the mostimportantarchangel. He is mentioned by name in the

Qur’'an, where heisalsoreferredto as the Holy Spirit. Jibril is the angel of revelation. The message of Allah that
he bringsisthe path to Jannah and a good life.

Jibril appearsinvarious forms to Muhammad and revealed each verse of the Qur'an to him. Sometimes he
appeared as a handsome disciple, sometimes adeserttraveler. At othertimes, only his voice was heard.

Jibril also appeared to Maryam (Mary) and foretold the first of Isa (Jesus). He isalso said to have appeared to
Adam and Musa.

74

Say, "0 Prophet,” “Whoeveris an enemy of Gabriel should know that he revealed this "Quran” to your
heart by Allah’s Will, confirming what came before it—a guide and good news for the believers.”
Qur’an 2:97

e o o -

Mika’il (Michael) isan archangel who provides everything needed for life on earth. He brings the seasons, rain,
wind and thunderto earth. He sustainslife in troubled times and oversees the angels responsible forthe laws

of nature. Mika'’il is known as the Angel of mercy. He protects the souls of the faithful, keeping Shaytan out of

heavenand asking Allah to forgive peoples sins.

Mika’il is mentioned once inthe Qur'anandis spoken of in the hadiths. Some believe he was one of three
angels whovisited Ibrahim to announce that his wife, Sarah, would gibe birth tolshaq (Issac)

S S ——
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| Israfil

| Israfil (Raphael/Uriel)is the archangel commissioned to blow the trumpet that will announce the end of time
when everyone willdie. He will sound it again on the Day of Judgement, to announce people’s resurrection.
Israfil means ‘burning one’. He is mentioned in several hadiths and is it said that he is always ready, with a
trumpetat hislips, waiting for Allah’s command.

| Sha”a IaW Sharialaw s Islam's legal system - which is based on the Quran and the rulings of Islamic
I scholars - and acts as a code of conduct for modern Muslims to adhere to, ensuring they
| abide by God's wishesin all areas of life from daily routines to personal beliefs.

The word ‘sharia” means ‘straight
R g ! What countries recognize/accept Sharia Law? !
path’.

I>

|

1>  Sharialawis the law of Islam. It

| setsthe code of law forIslamic

I living.

I »  Both Sunnis and Shi’as have

similarinterpretations of Sharia

| law.

1>  Sharialawis based on both

| the Qur'an and the Sunnah. These

| are its main sources.

|> Sharialaw governsa Muslim
person’swhole lifeasitis based

I on revelation from God.

1> For Muslims, Sharialaw applies

| the insight of the Qur'an to new

|

|

[

Sharia Systems in Muslim Majority Countries i\n.mn
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Capyright © 2017 www.mapsofworld.com —
how to prope rly Obey A"ah. J?:;J’:Eﬂwwlwz " W Countries having family courts for Muslim mlnamies_| 0 1500 3000 4500 6,000 Kilometers

I
|
|
I
I
|
l
|
I
|
|
I
I
|
l
|
I
|
|
I
I
|
l
|
I
|
|
I
I
|
l
|
L



Islam — Beliefs Kutub (Holy books)/Akhirah (The after life)

Islamicholy books

I The Arabic word for book is ‘kitab’ (plural ‘kutub’). The Qur’an is known as Umm-ul-Kitab, ‘Mother of Books’ (43:4).

! The Qur’an

I The Qur’an is believed to be a

I sacred text, perfectly inspired by

I God and thus free from any —
mistakes or distortion. However,

I Muslims do believe that God
revealed his laws in stages,
through his prophets. Muslims
have respect for all previous
scriptures from the messengers
of God, but they see the Qur’an
as the completion of these

The Qur’an names four other holy books.
These are from the Jewish and Christians
traditions and, according to Islam, in their
original form, they were true revelations
from God. However, because they were not
properly written down or preserved, they
are now believed to be corrupted. So, unlike
the perfect Qur’an, they cannot be trusted
as the true word of God.

;; Sahifah: the Scrolls of Ibrahim, now lost
< Tawrat (Torah): the revelation given to Musa (Moses)
/ < Zabur (Psalms): given to Dawud (David)

L Injil (Gospel): the teaching given to Isa (Jesus)

The Hadith: the sayings of Muhammad
There are collections of thousands of
Muhammad’s sayings, called hadiths, which
form part of what Muslims called the Hadith.

Muslims love and respect the words of
Prophet Muhammad, because he was such
an outstanding character. He had deep
devotion to God, but he was also a man of
enormous wisdom, kindness and
compassion. The Hadith is a book which
contains his sayings, as recorded by his
family and companions. There are different
collections of these sayings, each accepted
by different Muslim groups.

| earlier books.

G The Sunnah: the way of the Prophet
7} The Qur’an is believed to b

The Prophet Muhammad is an inspiration to
all Muslims, so they try to imitate the way he
lived. It is the second most important source
of authority for Muslims and describes the
customs, practices and traditions of
Muhammad. It teaches the perfect path or
model of how Muslims should live.

e a sacred text, perfectly inspired
é by God and thus free from any mistakes or distortion.

4 However, Muslims do believe that God revealed his laws in

u stages, through his prophets. Muslims have respect for all

= Previous scriptures from the messengers of God, but they see

&

What will happen on the Day of Judgement?

Muslims believe that only God knows when the Day of Judgement will happen.

There will be signs that include: abundance of earthquakes, the spreading of killing, rejection of Islam, increase in
dishonesty, drunkenness, obscenity, nakedness and fornication. Society will be full of terrible corruption and chaos.

Those who are awaiting will be kept in a state of barzakh (waiting) until the archangel Israfil blows
his trumpet to announce the resurrection of all from the dead.

On the Day of Judgement, Muslims believe that the dead will be raised from their graves
and will stand before God at the Plain of Arafat

The two terrifying judging angels, Munkar and Nakir, will question each person, testing their faith. The three questions
the angels Munkar and Nakir will ask are: ‘Who is your Lord?’ ‘Who is your prophet?’ ‘What is your religion?’

Muslims believe they will be handed a book that represents every good and bad deed they have done in their life. If it is given
to them in their right hand they believe they will go to heaven but if it is given in their left hand they will be damned to hell.

Most Muslims understand the afterlife in a literal way. In the Qur’an, heaven (Janna) and hell
(Jahannam) are described in physical terms. Janna is a garden if contentment full of flowers, fruits and
fountains. Jahannam is a place of terror with boiling water, scorching fires and black smoke.

Muslims believe that the Mahdi (the ‘guided one’) will come on the Day of Judgement. He is the long-awaited saviour
who will come to rescue the world. Sunnis believe that he will appear in the End Times, with Isa (Jesus). Shi‘as too are
awaiting the Mahdi, but they believe his identity will be revealed as the Hidden (or 12th) Imam.

God weighs our deeds
God judges each person’sactions, butintentions (niyyah which means done with
honestintention to worship God) are also taken into consideration.

——— o o e omm -

>  Ifthe personhastheintentiontodoagood deed, butwas unable tocarry it
out, thisis counted as a good deed.
» Iftheyintendedandcarried outa good deed, thisiscounted asten good deeds.
> Ifthe personintended abaddeed, butdid notdo it, thatis counted as a good =
deed. Muslim believe that God will weigh up
» Iftheyintendedandcarried outa bad deed, God records that as one bad deed. Z:Iegr:idn:Thzii:::::sa;du‘:Iasf«v:r"deam

L e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e =



Akhirah (The after life)
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1 Al-Qadr

I Islamteachesthat God is responsible forall things and that he has a divine planforall of us (al-Qadr). God hasa
| masterplan; everythingthathappensis predestined to take place;itis all part of his design. He is the cause of all
things and the whole of creationis under his control. God knows all things in the greatest detail, with accuracy

that we, as humans, could neverimagine.

Muslims believe that we can never know the reasons behind the universe, butthatitis all part of a larger picture.
God isthe all knowing one; his knowledgeis complete and perfect. He even knows the secrets of our hearts.

Insha’ Allah, if God is willing

Muslims believe that things which some people might call coincidences
are, in fact, part of God’s plan. The word insha’Allah expresses the belief
that all events are outside our own control; they are in the hands of God.

Insha’ Allah ‘if God allows it’. It
comes from joining the Arabic
words: Allah’ and ‘his will'. It is a very
common phrase, for example: ‘ will
get to school on time, insha’ AllahY

When a Muslim says insha’Allah they are acknowledging thattheyarein
submissionto God. They will only succeed in theirown plansif Godis
alsowillingto make it happen.

‘And neversay of anything, “Indeed, | willdo thattomorrow,” except
[when adding], “If God wills.” And rememberyour Lord when you
forget[it] and say, “Perhaps my Lord will guide me to what is nearer
than this to right conduct.”” Qur’an 18:23-4

Freewill

Islamteaches that we all have free will and God will hold us accountable for
our decisions onthe Day of Judgement. Humans are not puppets or robots;
we have the ability to choose right from wrong. God wants us to follow the
‘straight path’, butitis up to us to make the right choices. Central tolslamic
thoughtistheideathatlifeisatestand we needtolearn howto turnaway
fromevil.

Can good come out of suffering?

If all things are part of the will of God, then that mustinclude suffering,
pain, diseasesand disasters. Itis easy to see how good can come out of
things which cause us suffering, like training to run a marathon, but harder
to understand how hurricanes and wars can be seenina positiveway. Islam
teachesthat painful experiences need to be viewed as opportunities forour
own growth as human beings.

! Adalat in Shi'a Islam

Predestination and

free will: diversity in
belief in Islam

Although both Sunnis and Shi'as
believe God is all-powerful and has
amasterplan for the universe, there
are differences in the way they
understand the extent to which he
controls the lives of human beings.

Sunnis tend to put more
emphasis on the fact that
everything is ordained by God.
They believe that although
humans have free will, nothing
can happen without the will and
knowledge of God.

Shi’as, on the other hand, allow
more room for humans to use their
own free will. Some Shi'as actually
reject the idea of predestination.
They say that God cannot be
responsible for evil; humans must
have free will to be independent of

LGod s authority. y

All Muslims believe that Allah is infinitely just ‘Adalat means justice, and Muslims must accept Allah’s justice
eveniftheycannotunderstand hisinfinite wisdom. Shi’a Muslims believe that Allah’s justice is absolute and
on the Day of Judgement he willjudge all people accordingto his objective moral framework. The is one of

the five roots of religionin Shi’alslam.

For Allahtojudge peoplejustly fortheir behaviour, they must have free willto perform morally good or bad

send someone toJannah orJahannam for somethingthey could not control. Humans can understand correct
behaviourbyreadingthe Qur’an, listeningtothe prophets and following Shariah law. If they choose to act

correct through theirfere will, they will be rewarded justly.

|
|
|
|
: actions. Therefore, Shi'a Muslims do not accept predestination. They believe it would not be just for Allah to
|
|
|
|

Sunni Muslims agree that Allahis just, but they accept predestination. They argue that while Allah judges'
people ontheirmoral choices, he has complete power overall human action.
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Islam — practices

Section 1: The Five Pillars of
Sunni Islam

O Shahadah-Creed

O Salah— prayer

O Zakah— charity

U Sawm - fasting

O Hajj— pilgrimage

Section 2: The Ten Obligatory

Acts of Shi’a Islam

U The differencesin Sunniand Shi’a
practices

Section 3:Jihad

QO GreaterlJihad

QO LesserlJihad

O Misconceptionsinthe media
aboutlJihad

Section 4: Festivals

O Id-ul-Adah: The festival of
sacrifice

Q Id-ul-Fitr: The festival of fast
breaking following ramadam

O Ashura: The day of
Remembrance (Shi'a_

O The Nightof Power: Qur'an
revelation
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Key Concepts |
Tawhid ‘Oneness’ in reference to God. The basic Muslim belief in the oneness of God.

Prophethood or ‘risalah’ The term used of the messengers of God, beginning with Adam and
ending with the Prophet Muhammad.

Halal (permitted) Actions or things which are permitted within Islam, such as eating permitted foods.

Haram (forbidden) Any actions or things which are forbidden within Islam, such as eating forbidden
foods.

Jihad Means ‘to strive’. There are two forms of jihad. The greater jihad is the daily struggle and inner
spiritual striving ta live as a Muslim. The lesser jihad is a physical struggle or holy war’in defence of
Islam.

Mosque or ‘masjid’ A‘place of prostration’ for Muslims, it is a communal place of worship for a
Muslim community.

Sharf'ah (straight path) A way of life; Muslims believe God has set out a clear path for how
Muslims should live. Shari‘ah law is the set of moral and religious rules that put the principles set
out by the Qur'an and the Hadith into practice.

Ummah Means ‘community’. Refers to the worldwide community of Muslims who share a
common religious identity.

obeying God.

Shahadah: the declaration of faith which says ‘There is no god

The Five Pillars

Ibadah acts of worship; any
permissible action performed

with the intention to obey God.

Ibadah: For Muslims, actions
speaklouderthanwords and it
isnot enough justto have faith
in God; they believeitis
necessary toshow religious
commitmentthrough the way
theylive theirentirelives.
Niyyah: Therightintention to
worship God. Muslims believe
thatitisimportanttohave
God consciousness (taqwa).
They may notalwaysbeinthe
right mood to worship God, or
they may feel unworthyto
meet him, butwhen prayingit
isimportantto dedicate that
time tobeinginhis presence.

ve Pi"ars Sunni lslamteaches thatall Muslims have a duty to worship God by following the Five
Pillars. These actions are all ibadah, acts of worship carried out with the intention of

but God and Muhammad is his prophet’ ?

Salah: prayer, five timesaday

Shahadah
Salah

Hajj

Hajj: pilgrimage 4\/

to Makkah.

E
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Zakah: charity, giving money to the poor.

Sawm: fasting
duringthe month of
Ramadan

Sawm
!

By followingtheserules, they can show their obedienceto the will of God. The Shari’ah (Islamiclaw) sets out
the Five Pillars as religious duties; they are seen as practical signs which demonstrate true submission to the

divine creator.

They must be carried out with niyyah, the true intention to submit to the will of God. Muslims say thatthere
can be no doubtthat they have beeninstructed by God to complete the Five Pillars: the Qur’an contains many
references astotheirimportance and, in hislast sermon, Prophet Muhammad makes clear mention of them.

O FPeople, listen to me in earnest, worship God, perform your five daily
prayers, fast during the month of Ramadan, and offer Zakah. Perform

Hayjj if you have the means’

Muhammad’s last sermon (Hadith)
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The Five Pillars

1 Shahadah

I Whatis it?

I ThefirstpillarofIslamisthe
Shahadah. Itdeclares that ‘there
isno god but God, and
Muhammad is the prophet of
God’. This statementformsthe
central supportforthe ‘House
of Islam’: the otherfour pillars
are all outward expressions of
this deeply held belief.

gk
@”‘uf
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Calligraphy of the Shahadah

The Shahadah sums up the | 24alan
religion of Islam: the belief in the

one and only Almighty God and I
the acceptance of Muhammad as |

the final messenger, a man sent I
by God to reveal the divine path to I
LIn‘e (the Shari'ah). J

How do they practice it? |
For Muslims, the words of the ||
Shahadah are heard throughoutthe |j
day in countless aspects of their |
lives. They are announcedinthe

adhan (the call to prayer) fromthe
minaretinthe mosque and recited |
in each of the five daily prayers. |
These words are alsoknown as the ]
Kalimah prayer. They are the first I
words whisperedintoanew-born

baby’s earand, if possible, they are
the last words a dying Muslim hears
on their death-bed. Muslim soldiers Il
have these wordsontheirlipsas ||
they go into battle. Il

Salah bowing or worship. There
are over 700 verses in the Qur'an
that refer to it.

Salah

Whatis it?
For Muslims, prayeristhe most
important way toworship God. Itisa
duty for all Muslims to pray five times
a day. Muhammad called prayerthe
‘pillarof religion’ and it reminds them
to give thanksfor God’s blessings and
of the importance of submitting to
God’s will. Itis a physical, mental and
spiritual activity that draws believers
close to God.

Both the Qur'anand the Hadith
contain Prophet Muhammad’s night
journey. Inthe story, Muhammad is
woken fromhissleepandtakenona
winged horse toJerusalemand then
up through sevenlevels of heaven, to
the very presence of God. Here, God
reveals to Prophet Muhammad that
Muslims must pray continuously, 50
timesaday. Worship mustbe a
constant presence throughout life.
However, Moses intervenes and says

God withesses that there is no deity except Him, and [so do] the [
angels and those of knowledge - [that He is] maintaining [creation] in
Jjustice. There is no deity except Him, the Exulted in Might, the Wise!

Qur'an 3:18

thisistoo much and eventually it was
agreedthatthere mustbe five prayer
n times each day.

How do they practice it?
Preparation for prayerisvital because cominginto the presence of God requires a
deepsense of respectandreverence. Prayerbegins with adeclaration of intent
(niyyah). It must be a deliberate act, to setaside a few minutesto focus on God and
enterinto a state of ‘God consciousness’. This allows Muslims to concentrate on
God’s greatness, tothank and praise him and ask for his forgiveness.

i /Wudu Step By Step — How To Perform \\I
) Wudu Or Ablution? /

Time given for each of the daily prayers
Wudu: Before starting to pray, Muslims must practise wudu
washing specific parts of the body: hands, mouth, nose,
face, arms, head and feetina particularorder. Thisisan
outwardsign of the innercleanliness needed to face God.

Make the
intention

I

I

|

I

|

I

I

|

I -

| .// o1 )

| (nisvat) J . .
The aims of prayer The aims of prayer are:

| P as a constantreminder of the presence of God

| P to show submission to the will of God

I

I

|

I

I

|

I

|

P to cleanse away the corruption of the world

Say
Bismillah

Wash
hands 3x

&

» tounite all
Muslims

» tobringabout
peaceinthe worl
» toremovesins,
justas water
removesdirt

Congregational all together,
praying as a whole community.
This emphasises the ummah.

Q Rinse

mouth 3x o4

Du’a prayers personal prayers
which may be said at any time of
the day.

-’4 Clean nose




The Five Pillars
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|
Zakah ) Sawm |
What is it? I} Whatisit?
the practice of charity, giving money to the poor. All I The practice of fasting during the month of

Muslims are expected to be charitable asaregularduty, I Ramadan. For many Muslims, itis the holiest
giving 2.5 per cent of theirwealth every year. They can month of the year, beingatime dedicated to
be sure that God will reward them for their acts of I self-discipline and spiritual reflection. Ramadan
giving. Il holdsa special place inthe Muslim calendar,

f becauseitisbelievedtobe the monthinwhich
I the Prophet Muhammad received the first

T verses of the Qur’an, revealed to him by God.

Why do Muslims give Zakah?
- The Qur'an makesa clearcommand: to give tothose

inneed, towidows, orphans and travellers.
- Theywantto protectthe ummah by lesseningthe gap I] Thefast: Ramadan is the ninth month
between richand poor. || Fasting is the of the Islamic year. Muslims
- Accordingtolslam, ourwealthand our property are I deliberate control | ".c, days; it is 11 days
notours; wealthis given to us by God, for the benefit | of the body and shorter than the solar year.
of all humans. It is our duty to share the good fortune I Muslims are UL B S S [ )
that we have received, notto hoarditand spendit J exfpeFte;cd to \moves earlier every year. J
purely forselfish reasons. h re r.am dro.mk. During Ramadan, Muslims
- The Qur'an teaches that humans are khalifahs (God’s Iy e_atllni,. rin "Ig gatherat the mosque for
representatives on earth). This means that we are Iy S:wcotir:ggal\:nvda er), extranight prayers. This

includesthe recitation of a
section of the Qur'an each

stewards ortrustees of the world; we do not owniit,

. . . sexual intercourse
we are looking afteritintrust, for God, to handit on !

|| from dawn to

|
|
I
I
|
I
|
I
|
follow a lunar calendar which |
I
I
|
I
|
I
|
|
I

to our children and to future generations. Therefore, dusk for the day, so that by the end of
we should notview our possessions as ourown; they I period of 29/30 the month the whole
are onloanto us from God, so we do not have the ] days. They must Qur’an has beenrecited. All
absolute rightto spend our money as we choose. I| also abstain from Muslims should try to

- The practice of giving Zakah began when Prophet Iy evil thoughts, attend the mosque on the
Muhammad was the rulerin Madinah. Afterthe first I harmful actions 27th day of Ramadanto I
battles, there were many orphansand widows and J and unkind celebrate Laylat-ul-Qadr,
the prophetinstructed peopleto care for all those in ] speech. the night of power. Thisis |
need. l remembered as the date of |

‘The one who looks after and works for a widow and for a poor person is | I the first revelation of the

like a warrior fighting for God's cause. I Qur'an, when the Angel
Hadith 11 Jibril first visited Prophet I
How should Zakah be spent? ] Muhammad I
The Qur’an identifies anumber of people who can I . , ' I
receive Zakah:the poor, the needy and travellers. Today Iy Whydo Musllms.fast. , I
there are many Muslim aid agencies that distribute | > is Cﬁmn}atr;]des in ;hf &urhan by C;O‘; f°”°‘r’]"s the :
. . . . example of the Prophet Muhammad (Sunna
Zakah to support developmentin community projectsin | > follrc)st the exar: le of the Pro he'i Muhan)nmad
areas such as: water supply, sanitation, healthcare and ]| (sunnah) P P I
education. ‘A Muslim who ants atreeor :I P celebrates the fact that God has given humans I
I the Quran |

sows a field, from which man,

birds and animals can eat, is I] > brings people closer to God _ I
e W I » is areminder of the mercy and blessings of God |
committing an act of charity.

|
I
|
I
I
|
I
I
|
I
|
I
I
|
I
I
|
I
|
I
I
|
I
I
|
I
|
I
I
|
I
I
|
I
|
I
: » helps Muslims to identify with the poor
I

I

Hadith I » promotes self control I
. ° 2@ I| P helps to recharge spiritual batteries |
‘ Musnm A'd || P unites Muslim communities (ummabh). |
I Serving Humanity I] God has instructed all adult Muslims to fast l
I o I during Ramadan. Children, from quite ayoung |
Sadaqah: giving from the heart Iy 28e often begintofastforjusta few daysinthe |

| Itisaduty forall Muslimsto pay Zfak'ah once ayear, but IsIarp month. According to the Qur’an, if someone isil
| alsoteachesthatvoluntarygivingisimportanttoo. Sadaqgah s ]| or travelling they are exempt from fasting, |

any good deed done out of compassion or generosity; itcould 1] although they would be expected to make up |
be a gift of time, helping others oradonationto a charity. 1] thedaysat alatertime. I



The Five Pillars

I The pilgrimage to Makkah. Thisis the only pillar of Islam that Muslims don’t have to perform. Itis compulsory for
I those who are able to make the journey, butthe Qur'an only commandsitasa duty for those who:

| - have enough moneytoleave theirhomesforalengthy period

| -are physically and mentally fit enough to carry out this demandingritual.
The importance of Makkah

| It is considered by Muslims to be the holiest city on earth. Because itis the

city of God it has immense spiritual significance in Islam. Muslims believe

that itis here that:

» ProphetIbrahim (Abraham) was commanded by God, ina dream, to

sacrifice hisson, Isma’il.

P Ibrahim overcame atestwhenthe devil appeared, trying to trick himinto

denying God’s word. Ibrahim threw stones to drive the devilaway.

» Ibrahim’s wife, Hajar, searched frantically for waterin the desert.

Miraculously an angel showed herthe Zamzam well.

P Ibrahim builtthe Ka’ba as a place of worship to the one, true God.

» Prophet Muhammad was born.

» Prophet Muhammad received the fi rst revelations from God.

» Prophet Muhammad returned before his death to reclaim the city for God.

The route of the Hajj pilgrimage takes believers to the sacred sites where

many of these events are said to have taken place.

Day 1:
- lhram: When the pilgrims

arriveinthe city of Makkah . .
What do Muslims do on Hajj?

and purity, Muslim men wear E.IL
two white sheets to symbolise ‘E
purityandto show thatall are

Allah.Fromthis pointon Mawah
Muslims arenotallowed to, ’--.-....'i,:;
use any perfume, have sex, &4 - |
cut hair or nailsorkillany *: B s © &8
living thing. ! epeorn

2 LA ! »

- Tawaf: The firstthinga
Muslimwill dois rush tothe
Ka’aba andcircleitseven /
times inananticlockwise

//“ ot n--.:’ =3

The great mosque in Makkah

Amap of Hajj

Lpilgrimage.

The Qur'an instructs believers to
g0 on Hajj, but it does not
specify many details. The
Sunnah describes the
pilgrimages the Prophet
Muhammad performed and how
he worshipped in Makkah. This
forms the pattern for today’s

.

Ldedication to worship him.

Ihram is a sacred state of purity,
symbolised by the white
garments worn on Hajj. Muslims
must make a special intention
(niyyah) to dedicate themselves
to worshipping God when they
arrive in Makkah. Hajjis/Hajjahs
are often buried in these white
garments, at the end of their
lives, to remind God of their

they enter a state of mind )
calledihram. Whilstin the

stat-e of ihram Muslims must . m:::;m/q Day 3:

dedicate themselves to prayer % Three pillars at Mina ‘ Mina

- Stoning the Devil: The
pilgrims throw their
pebbles at three
stone pillars,
preferably before
midday. Stoning the

T~ pillar symbolizes
rejecting evil,as when
Ibrahimwas tempted
by the Devil when he
was asked to sacrifice
Isma’il butdidn’t.

\ Sacrificing_an Animal:
An animal issacrificed
on behalf of the
pilgrims for the feast
of Eid ul-Adha. One

direction whilstpraying. If Day 2:

invery hot temperatures.

I
|
|
I
I
|
I
|
I
|
|
I
I
|
I
|
I
|
|
I
| equal inthe sightof
|
I
|
I
|
|
I
I
|
I
|
I
|
|
I
I
|
I
|
I

they canthey will touch the - Arafat: is a desert location where pilgrims
Black Stone, otherwise they meet and stay until sunset. Once in Arafat,
will pointtowards it. the pilgrims spendtimein prayerand
- Marwa and Safa; Next they remembrance of Allah.Itis recommended
run between the hills of to spend the entire time readingthe Quran
] and making special prayers to Allah.
Marwa and Safa seven times. Muslims ask for forgiveness for sinsand
This is called sa’i. They do this pray for all the people that they know.
remembering the time when Pilgrims listen toa sermon whichis
Hagar searched for water for broadcaston speakers and the radio. Arafat
her child Isma’il. is specialasitwas where the prophet
- Zamzam: The pilgrims then delivgred hi§ Iastsermo_n and where_
drink from the well of !\/Iusllms believe they will meet againto be
Zamzam. The water is said to Judged._ A
: . . - Muzdalifah: After sunset at Arafatpilgrims
give special blessings. At the leave to spend the night at Muzdalifah
end of the day the pilgrims set where each pilgrim collects 49 pea-size
of ona 13 milewalkto Arafat pebbles for throwing.

third of the meat can
be consumed, one
thirdis offered as a
giftand one third
distributed to the
poor. It
commemorates the
great act of obedience
to Allah by the
Prophet Ibrahimin
showinghis
willingness to sacrifice
his sonIsma’il.

- Cutting Hair: Pilgrims
cannow shave/trim
the hair,shower, and
change into everyday
clothes.




The Five Pillars

I Ha|| I: Id-ul-Adha: the festival of sacrifice I
| Day 5 || Id-ul-Adhaisthe festival of sacrifice. Itis the most |
Il Makkah II ?rr?portanteventinthe Muslimcaleln(?lara,nd,tomany,l
Il - Thepilgrimsencircle the Ka'baanother 7times. I itis knownasthe Greate_rlld.or.the Big!d :IF marks
| Ilhram s overand the rest of the pilgrimage hasa | the end of the annual Hajj pilgrimage anditisa I
| holiday feeling. || chance for all Muslims, across the world, to worship

- Pilgrims will buy water from Zamzam and they dip I| and cglebratetogether.ﬂFgr.the Hajjis/Hajjghs,who I
I theirwhiteihramdothsinit. Muslims are wrapped | |y have just completed Hajj, itis the culmination of five |
| inthese cloths when they are buried. II intense days of worship, butitisalsospecial forthose|
I| - Theblack clothwhich coversthe Ka'bais cut up ! whohave!oeengnabletotravelthakkah,whowHI I
Il andsoldtothe pilgrimstokeepassouvenirs. I celebrate in theirhome communities.
Il - Muslims who have completed the pilgrimage can 1 Ibrahim: At this time Muslims rememberthe story of
I now be called Hajji or al-Hajj. I| Ibrahim, toldinthe Qur’an. Ibrahim was willing to

|| sacrifice his son, Ishma’il, to show his love for God. I

e Justintime he heard a voice telling him to spare his I

‘I Adha sacrifice. '

The Qur'anisveryclear thatit is not the physical act of
killingan animal which is pleasingto God. What is truly
valuable isthe personal sacrifice that each individual
makesintheirheart, offeringtheirlifein service of God.

Itistraditional for each Muslim family orcommunity to
buy and sacrifice theirown animal, butin Britainitis

son and sacrifice asheepinstead. Todayananimal, |
suchas a sheeporgoatiskilledatld-ul-Adhaas part |
of the commemoration. The meatisshared among
family andfriends, as well as being distributed to the
poor. In the storyit tellshow the devil came to tempt
Ibrahim, but his faith was too strong. This symbolises l
how each individual has to struggle againstsin, and it |
shows the importance of total commitmentto God. |

‘And complete the Hajj and ‘Umrah for God. But if you are prevented, |

illegal tokill an animal withoutalicence and most then [offer] what can be obtained with ease of sacrificial animals. And
families do not have the space and skillsto keepandkill o not shave your heads until the sacrificial animal has reached its
asheepora goat! People may ask a butcherto slaughter place of slaughter. And whoever arong you is ill or has an ailment of
. . . the head [making shaving necessary must offer] a ransom of fasting
a sheepforthem;theywill then share itamongstfamily . P
" s " [three days] or charity or sacrifice.
and neighbours asa communal meal. Giving some of this

] Qur'an 2:196
meat to the poorisa sacred duty.

Celebrations
Itisa publicholidayinsome countries wherethere are
Muslim majority populations, such as Indonesia, Turkey

Preparations for Id-ul-Adha
Thisisa veryimportant occasion for Muslim families

and communities, so preparations beginin good time: andJordan. Itis notan official holiday inthe UK, but
P giftsare bought

» new clothesare made

» foodis preparedinadvance

» arrangements are made forthe sacrifice.

some Muslim organisations and businesses may close
and Muslim children have the day off school.
Celebrationsinclude:

P goingtothe mosque to pray and listento an Id prayer
» wearing new clothes

P visiting friends and relatives.




The Ten Obligatory Acts

I The Ten Obligatory Acts (Furu ad-Din) of Shi’a Islam
|

The Ten Obligatory Acts of Shi’alslam are known as Furu ad-Din. They are: Salah, Sawm, Hajj, zakah, Khums,
Jihad, Amr-bil-Maroof, Nahil Anril Munkar, Tawalia and Tabarra. There are some differences between these
practices and the five pillars that Sunni Muslims practice.

1. Salah (prayer)

There are five daily prayers (Salah), where Muslim's face towards the Ka’bain Makkah (Qibla), but many
Shi’as combine theseinto three. These prayertimes are:

» betweendawnandsunrise

» justafternoon

» atdusk, justaftersunset.

They do this because they say that that Muhammad allowed the combination of prayers: Zuhr with As’rand
Maghrib with Isha.

2. Sawm (fasting)
Like Sunnis, Shi’as practise fasting (Sawm) during the month of Ramadan, but from the 20th day of
Ramadan they rememberthe death of Ali (son-in-law of the prophet) spending three daysin mourning.

3. Hajj (pilgrimage)

Like Sunnis, Shi’as go on the annual pilgrimage to Makkah (Hajj) in the 12th month of the Muslim calendar
(Dhul Hijjah). In addition to Hajj, they also make pilgrimages to Shi’ashrines and graves, in particular visiting
the grave of Husaynin Karbala (in modern-dayIraq).

4. Zakah (charity)
Like Sunnis, Shi’as make a charity (Zakah) payment of 2.5 per cent of their wealth every year. This goesto
supportthe poorand thosein need.

5. Khums (wealth tax)
In addition to Zakah, Shi’as are expected to pay Khums, a wealth tax of 20 per cent of theirsavings. This
money is paid to Muslim scholars and community leaders for the welfare of the community.

6. Jihad (struggle)
Jihadisthe duty to struggle against sin. Forthe sake of God, Muslims should fight againstinjustice,
removing any obstacles that might prevent people being able to worship God.

7. Amr-bil-Maroof (encouraging others to do good)

The central purpose of Islamis to create a society where people can live in peace and harmony.
Therefore, itisthe duty of all Muslims to encourage othersto do good, for the sake of God. In the
Hadith Muhammad promises that the person who persuades someone else to doa good deed will get
the same reward as the person he persuaded.

‘And let there be [arising] from you a nation inviting to [all thatis] good, enjoining what is right and
forbidding whatis wrong, and those will be the successful.”Qur'an 3:104

8. Nahil Anril Munkar (discouraging the bad)

Itisthe duty of all Muslims to forbid evil; when someone sees awrong, they should correctit. Itis the
responsibility of the whole Muslim community (the ummah)to discourage others from harmfulactions,
such as bribery, corruption and dishonesty. This applies to individuals, families and the wholesociety.

‘Whoeveramong you sees an evil should change it with his hand. If he is unable to do that then with his
tongue. If heis unable to do that, then with his heart, and this is the weakest level of faith.”Hadith



The Ten Obligatory Acts/Jihad
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9. Tawalia (to love the friends of God)

Tawaliameans havinglove for God and for the Prophet Muhammad. We should love all those who are
friends of God: people who are truthful and kind, honest and fair. We should try to associate ourselves with
people who are kind and trustworthy. For Shi’a Muslimsitalso means having love forthe ‘Ahl al -Bayt’,

the 12 infallible

| shi'a

Shi'as say the Qur'an is not eternal, but was created
by God as a guide for human beings.

They believe that everything in it has a hidden
meaning, which must be interpreted by special
religious leaders (Imams).

h Sunni
Imams whoare Sunnis believe that the Qur'an is an earthly copy of a
the heavenly original.
descendants of Sunnis usually interpret the Qur'an literally, as it is
Prophet read. They don’t look for hidden meanings.
Muhammad. - -
Shahadah ‘| bear witness that there is no god but Allah, and
[statement of Muhammad is the Prophet of God'.
10. Tabarra belief)

Shi'as say the same Shahadah as Sunnis, but they
add the phrase: ‘and | bear witness that Ali was the
friend of God'.

(to hatethe  ELLLIUZITH SN

Five prayer times every day.

Many Shi'as pray three times a day.

evil-doers) Zakah (giving)

Sunnis often pay Zakah to the state (government).

Shi'as pay Zakah to religious leaders. They also pay an
additional Khums tax.

Muslims
believethatit
isimportantto

Sawm (fasting)

Fasting during Ramadan.

Shi'as fast in the same way, but they also spend three
days during Raradan mourning the death of Ali.

Shi'as are expected to go on Hajj, but they also go on
pilgrimage to other sites sacred to the Shi'a tradition
(e.g. Karbala).

dissociate I

themselves CHIICIPHLSY IR Pilgrimage to Makkah.

fromthe

enemies of

God. We Prophethood Risalah: Sunnis believe that Muhammad was the final

prophet.
should hate,

and separate

Nubuwwah: Like Sunnis, Shi'as believe that
Muhammad was the last prophet, but they also
believe that there have been 12 infallible Imams since
Muhammad’s death.

The appearance of
the Mahdi

ourselves from,
people whoare

The Mahdi is the ‘guided one’ who will come on the
Day of Judgement. Sunnis believe that he will appear
in the end times, with Isa (Jesus), to rid the world of

Shi'as too are awaiting the Mahdi, who will come
on the last day, but they believe his identity will be
revealed as the Hidden (or 12th) Imam.

In addition, Shi'as celebrate Ashura.

Many Shi'as reject predestination, saying that God
cannot be responsible for evil. Humans have free will
and are independent of God’s authority in this life.

impure and evil.

those who Festivals Sunnis celebrate Id-ul-Adha and Id-ul-Fitr.
oppress others. al-Qadr Sunnis believe that God has set out a plan or destiny
However, (predestination) KGR RGNS

Muslims often

disagree on UL ELY(EEREIELTTY M For Sunnis, an Imam is a leader chosen by the

exactlywhoare community. He is an ordinary man.

the enemies of
God.

For Shi'as an Imam is a holy figure. Most Shi'as
believe that there have been 12 Imams who are all
descendants of Muhammad. The first Imam was

Ali, who was followed by his sons Hasan and then
Husayn and passed on down through the generations.

oneself.

Successors to Sunnis believe in the ‘rightly guided’ khalifahs, the Shi'as reject the ‘rightly guided’ khalifahs, seeing them
Muhammad four leaders who followed the death of Muhammad: as traitors of Islam. They believe that, Muhammad
Bak'r, Umar, Uthman and Ali. named Ali as the first Imam, not Abu Bakr.
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Jihad Many Muslims make a distinction I
between the greaterjihad (the

Jihadis the struggle to live according JIHAD personal struggle for right) and the |
to God’s laws. Itis one of the most (struggle) lesserjihad (the desire toremove |
misunderstood wordsin Islam, \ evil fromsociety). Itisthe dutyof |
because to many people jihad simply | | all Muslims to try to remove evil I

means ‘holywar’, butinfactithas a from society, butyou can only fight
deepermeaningthanthis. Jihad ?s,';fr:g:l')‘ :';;S:;) for justiceinthe world when you |
‘ own life. |
P strivingto serve God { | 1
> ma.king an gffort t.o Ii\{e a moral life defense aggression The Prophet Muhammad said |
P activelytryingtolivein peace. v X that the supreme jihad is against I
|




Greater Jihad

The greaterjihadis the spiritual struggle with oneself. It
isthe desire and commitmentto live the perfect Muslim
life:

P to performthe Five Pillars with devotion

P to practise the path setout by Prophet Muhammad
(Sunnah)

P toseekjustice andfairnessforall

P torise above one’s own greed and selfishness.
Controlling desires:

Islam teaches that Muslims need to control theirown

desiresand behaviour, to followthe Five Pillarsand live a
life thatis pleasingto God. This will ensure that whenthe

last day comes, and they are broughttojudgement by
God, they will be worthy to receive God’s favourand
thusto enterparadise.

A fight against laziness: The greaterjihadis the spiritual
fightagainstthe tendencyto be lazy:togetup for
prayers before dawn, to only eatfood thatis halal
(permitted), to show kindness and generosity towards
otherpeople. Prophet Muhammad said: ‘God, | seek thy
protection against helplessness and laziness, and against
cowardice...and miserliness.’

Encouraging what is right: The Qur’an urges Muslims to
‘encourage whatis right (ma’ruf), and forbid whatis

wrong’ (3:104). This processis partly about removing evil

fromyourself, butalso about making the world abetter

place. Prophet Muhammad says:

‘Whoever amongst you sees an evil, he must change it with his hand. If
he is not able to do so, then with his tongue. And if he is not able to do
s0, then with his heart, and that is the weakest form of faith!

Respect for the beliefs of others Hadith

The Qur'an encourages Muslims to be tolerantand
respectful towards the beliefs others: ‘Toyou be your
religion, and to me mine’ (109:6). Muslims should live in

| peace and harmonyin society, celebrating differences
I and obeyingthe law. The Qur'an makesit clear that
| everysingle life is precious:

‘If anyone slew a person ... it would be as if he slew the whole people;
and if anyone saved a life, it would be as if he saved the life of the
whole people.

Lesser Jihad

There are certain
circumstancesin
which Islam accepts

I whichisl t

at force needsto be used, butonlyeverinse

0 that f dstobe used, butonl If

lj defence. While the greater jihad is the personal

I struggle againstsin, the lesserjihad orholy waris the

Lesser jihad or military jihad is
sometimes known as fjihad with
the sword’ or holy war.

I struggle to remove evil from society. Thisinvolves the |

I whole community, ratherthan the individual, and
| there are strict rules for the use of force injihad.

II ‘To those against whom war is made, permission is given to fight,
I because they are wronged.

Ik Where does lesser Jihad come from? Qurian 22:39

The concept of lesserjihad arose duringthe Prophet
Muhammad’s lifetime, when he gave his faithful
| followers authorisation to fight. Muhammad’s
ll enemiesin Makkah planned towipe outall Muslims
lj and sothey believed that there was no choice other

I thanto engage in conflict.

‘Permission [to fight] has been given to those who are being fought,
Il because they were wronged. And indeed, God is competent to give
|| them victory!

Qur’an 22:39
h This passage fromthe Qur’an records the permission
I} given by God forthe Muslims to defend themselves
I againsttheirenemies. Someargue that war with such
|y @ Pure motive (to establish the principle of religious

freedom)isatruejihad.

I'Fight in the way of God those who fight against you but do not
|| transgress. Indeed, God does not like transgressors.

I Qur'an 2:190
| Who can declare a jihad? Muslimlawis clear thatjihad
II canonlybe declared by a Muslimleader who is holy

|| and pure and who has the supportof the whole

|| Muslim community. Some Muslim communities do

I believe their leaders areableto declarejihad.

| However, many Muslims today say thatitis difficultto
|| see how these conditions for jihad could be met,

|| becausethere is noone, indisputable Muslimruler

|| who would be eligibleto declareit.

1 The Crusades

Many Muslims would say
1 thatitwas ajihad when
I| Muslims foughtagainst

The Crusades were military
campaigns by Christians between
1095 CE and 1291 CE. Their aim
was to win back the Holy Land for
Christianity, from Muslim control,
and in 1099 CE they succeeded

Jihad Today: most Muslims agreethat a holywar canonlybe calledagainstan
aggressor that threatens Islam.Some Islamic extremistgroups arguethat the
attackon the World Trade Center (the Twin Towers) in New York, on 11
September 2001, commanded by Osama Bin Laden, was an actof jihad.
However, moderate Muslims rejectthis idea,arguingthatthis attackwas an
aggressiveact, whichtargeted innocent civiliansandsofailsthetest set by the

Qur’an.

There are a number of groups who have labelled themselves as jihadists in
recent years (for example, Al-Qaeda, Boko Haram, Islamic State/Daesh). They
are prepared to use violencein order to create anlslamicState that would be
governed inaccordancewith Islamic(Shari’ah)law. Western governments
regard these groups as terroristorganisations and moderate Muslims reject

this form of extreme Islam.

in re-taking Jerusalem. Muslims
vowed to wage jihad (holy war)
against the invaders from Europe
and the Muslim armies eventually
defeated the Christian Crusaders‘/

Middle
Ages.

Jihad must never be aggressive

The Qur’anlays down the condition
that the Muslims mustnot be the first
to attack; a war of aggressionis
prohibited. However, ifit canbe
agreed thatawar isa‘jihad’, then itis
a duty to fight back, but onlyagainst
those who areattackingyou, never to
kill civilians.
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I Festivals

I All Muslim festivals have special significance, often relating to events or stories from Islamic history. However,

| festivalsinlslam are notjust moments of joy and happiness, they are also occasions to worship and remember the
| presence of God.

There are two main festivalsin Islam: Id-ul-Adha (See Hajj section forinformation on this festival) and Id-ul-Fitr,
butthere are also otherimportant daysto be remembered.

Mawlid an-Nabi: the birth of the prophet

Mawlid an-Nabi is the celebration of the birth of the Prophet Muhammad. Itis a publicholiday in many countries.
In Britain, Muslims celebrate this day with joyful processions through the streets, chanting stories in praise of his
life.

I

|

I

I

|

I

| Laylat-ul-Qadr: the Night of Power

I Laylat-ul-Qadrisone of the holiest daysinthe Muslim calendar, marking the date when the Qur’an wasfirst

| revealedtothe Prophet Muhammad. Islamictradition is not certain of the exact day, so thiseventisremembered
I throughout the last ten days of the month of Ramadan. It is often celebrated on the 27th day of Ramadan. During
I this time Muslims may stay up all night, reciting the Qur’an, prayingand remembering God’s mercy and

| forgiveness.

| Laylat-ul-Miraj: the night journey

| Laylat-ul-Mirajremembers Prophet Muhammad’s miraculous journey on awinged horse toJerusalemand then up
I
|
I
|
I
I
|
I

through the heavensintothe presence of God. Today Muslims commemorate these events atthe mosque by
saying particular prayers and at home by tellingthe story to theirchildren and reciting special night-time prayers.

Laylat-ul-Bara’at
Laylat-ul-Bara’atis the night of the full moon in the month before Ramadan. Thisis the night on which
Muhammad used to begin his preparations for Ramadan and many Muslims stay up all night reciting the Qur’an.

Muharram

Muharram isthe first month of the Islamiccalendarand it remembers the Hijrah, when Muhammad and his

followers fled from Makkah, to establish the first Muslim community in Madinah. Sunnis fast on the tenth day of
I Muharram. Shi’as observe Muharram as the month when Husayn (Prophet Muhammad’s grandson) was martyred
I and sotheyrefrainfromjoyouseventsin hismemory.

I Id-ul-Fitr, the festival of fast-breaking

I Breaking the fast A special day
| 1d-ul-Fitrisajoyful three-day In Muslim-majority countries, Id-ul-Fitris a public holiday; in Britain, many
| celebrationwhich takes place at Muslim businesses close and Muslim children are often given a day off
| the endof Ramadan, onthe start school, especially in areas where there is a high Muslim population. Itisan
I of the new month of Shawwal. It occasion when peoplefeelastrongsense of generosity and gratitude
isa well-deserved reward forthe towards each otherand to God.

I completion of amonth of fasting,
I when Muslims thank God for

I givingthemthe strengthand
|

|

|

|
|
|
|

self-control needed to give up
food and water overso many
days. The festival begins with the
new moon being observedinthe §
sky, butin Britain, where the
weatheris often cloudy, Muslims &
often have torely on gettingthe
news from other countries.

R | T
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ICelebrating Id-ul-Fitr in Britain

| On the day of Id, Muslims will:

I > decorate theirhouseswith colourfullights, banners and flags

I > dressintheirfinest, newclothes

| > gatherearlyin mosquesoroutdoorsto performcongregational

| prayersand listentoasermon, usually onthe subject of sharingand
community

I » send‘ld Mubarak’ greetings cards

S visitfamily and friends to share food and festivities

I > Vvisitthe cemeterytorememberloved ones who have been divided

| fromthe family through death

[ >  givegiftsand moneyto children

I » shareadelicious meal, where everyone joinsin with the food
preparation and organisation

I » give generously tothe poor

Zakat-ul-Fitr: festival tax
Islam places a high value on
the whole community
(ummah) experiencing the
blessingsand mercy of God, so
inaddition to the duty to pay
the annual 2.5 percent Zakah
tax, Muslims are expectedto
pay Zakat-ul-Fitr. This
donation, given atthe end of
Ramadan, goesto the poor. It
allows everyone, eventhosein
poverty, to eata generous
meal at Id-ul-Fitr.

Ashura: day of sorrow and inspiration

Ashurais of particularimportance to the Shi’a Muslim community, because it
a splitbetween Sunni and Shi’a Muslims that continues to divide Islam today.

massacre of Husayn and his followers carries great significance. They referto
Husayn as the third Imam, following his father Ali as his older brother Hasan.
today they remember his betrayal and death with a deep sense of injustice.

Husayn, the grandson of Muhammad and itis celebrated with processions, pl

wail.

How is Ashura celebrated around the world?
The death of Husayn gave rise to the Shi’a cult of martyrdom and to a sense of
betrayal and struggle againstinjusticeand oppression. Ashurais a day of great

to the eventsisthe needtoshareinthe sufferings of Husayn. Ashurais celebra
communities across the Shi’aworld (forexample, in Iran and Iraq), but many Sh

» Men andwomendressinblackand march through the streets, slapping thei
chestsand chanting.

> There are processions and religious gatherings.

» Playsre-enactthe martyrdom.

» Ferventmen beatthemselves with chains and cuttheirheads with swords.

Ashura in Britain today

Ashurais not a publicholiday in Britain, but Shi’a Muslim children can be
given permission to have the day off school. Many people will fast and
pray onthis day. Incities such as Manchesterand London Shi’as gatherin
large crowds and take part in publicmarches. The men often slap their
chestsviolently, intime to theirchanting, butitis uncommontosee them
drawing blood through whipping and beatingthemselves, as happensin
many countriesinthe Middle East. Those who feel that they should lose
blood may be encouraged, by Shi’aleaders, to donate to the blood
transfusion service.

Ashuraisan important festivalforall Muslims, but it has enormous significance in
Shi’alslam. Itis celebrated (or commemorated) on the tenth day of Muharram.

remembers the death of Husayn in battle at Karbalain 680 CE. Thiseventtriggered

believethat Husayn was the rightful successorto the Prophet Muhammad, so the

For Shi’as, Ashurais an emotionally charged day, remembering the martyrdom of

and publicdisplays of grief in the streets. Blood is often spilled and peoplecry and

sorrow, mourning and self-mutilation, where much publicgriefis expressed. Central

Muslims feel the need to make the pilgrimageto Karbala every yearto take part:

Shi'a street processions

Ashura literally means ‘tenth’. It

falls on the tenth day of the month
of Muharram, the first month of the
Islamic calendar.

Sunni Islam
Ashurafor Sunni’sisa
day of fasting. The
Prophet Muhammad
established Ashuraas
a day of fasting, based
on the Jewish day of
atonement, when
sacrifices are made
for the sins of the
people. Ashuraisan
occasion to thank God
for saving the
Israelites fromthe
Pharaoh. Sunni
Muslims remember
how Musa (Moses)
fastedin gratitude to
r God for openingup
the Red Sea to allow
his people to escape
from the Egyptian
chariots.

Shi’as

Still

ays

tedin
i'a
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