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Key Concepts

Omnibenevolent The state of being all-loving and infinitely good — a characteristic often
attributed to God.

Omnipotent The all-powerful, almighty and unlimited nature of God.

Trinity The three persons of God: God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Atonement The belief that Jesus’ death on the cross healed the rift between humans and God.

Resurrection The belief that Jesus rose from the dead on Easter Sunday, conquering death.

Sacraments An outward sign of an invisible and inward blessing by God, for example baptism,
Eucharist.

Evangelism Preaching of the gospel to others with the intention of converting others to the
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| B Incarnation God becoming human in the form of Jesus.
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| B Christian faith.

Genesis1:1

likeness...” ’ Genesis 1:26

known as ‘revelation’.

God is omnipotent
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» All Christians believethat God created everythingandis still involved with the world in a mysterious way. In :
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The nature of God
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The nature of God

Christians believe thereis only
one God, thisbeliefin one God s
known as monotheism, so
Christianity isa monotheistic
religion. Christians use avariety
of words to describe the nature
of God. These are known as the

| | attributes of God. They believe
11 that Heiis:

o4

omnipotent (all powerful)
omnipresent (everywhere)
omniscient (all knowing)
omnibenevolent (all loving)
transcendent (outside of
thisworld).

Immanent (close to
humans)
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Christians also believe that God istimeless and eternal. All of these ideas are found in the Christian Bible,
whichis made up of the Old and New Testaments and believed to be part of God’s revelation to humanity.

» God isthe creator and the giverof all life: ‘In the beginning God created the Heavens and the Earth.’

the Genesistext Godisclearly seen as the creator of the universe and all thatit contains. Humankindis
made ina special wayinthe image of God. ‘Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our

This spiritual likeness enables all human beings to have some understanding of God’s nature. Christians
believeall we know about God is through God showing orrevealing himself to peopleand this processis

Many of the storiesinthe Old Testamentare arevelation about the power of God. The most obviousis that
he was a powerful enough beingto create the world from nothing (ex nihilo). Othersinclude:

> In the Book of Exodus, which tells the story of God’s relationship with the Jews, one of the most well-
known storiesisthe story of the ten plagues. God instructed Moses, who was aJew livingin Egypt, tolead
all the otherJews (who were slavesin Egypt) out of the country. The Egyptian pharaoh refused toletthem
go and God senta series of plagues down on the Egyptian people. When the pharaoh sent his army to stop
the Jewsleaving Egypt, God parted the Red Seato letthe Jews cross, but broughtit crashingdown onthe
Egyptian army. The account shows that the Jews believed God was all powerfuland in control of nature.
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I God is omnibenevolent

Christians believe that Godis all loving. Here are three texts about the importance of God’s love:

»  Psalm 86 was attributed to King David and in the quotation the writer expresses the idea that God is
mercifulandisrichinlove. ‘Butyou, Lord, area compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger,
abounding inlove and faithfulness.” Psalm 86:15

to earth so that people could have eternal life. ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his one and
only Son, that whoever believes in him shallnot perish but have eternallife.” John 3:16
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| » Inthis passage St Paul writes of how God’s love is more powerful than anythingelse. ‘No, in allthese
| things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. Forl am convinced that neither death
[ norlife, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, norany powers, neither height
I nordepth, noranything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God thatis in
L ChristJesus ourLord.” Romans 8:37-39
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Why is there evil and suffering?

For many people, the ideathat God allows eviland sufferingin the world is one of the reasons why theyfind it
difficultto believe in God. Such people will often describe themselves as atheist (believingin no god) or
agnostic(unsure whetherthere isagod). Itappears difficult to believe in any god who allows eviland
sufferinginthe world. If God is all powerful or omnipotent, then why does he not stop evil and suffering? If
God isall good or omnibenevolent, then why would agod who'is kind and a god of love allow evil or suffering

to be createdinthefirst place? Or allow suffering to continue? These are difficult questions for all people of
faith.

Epicurus, an ancient Greek philosopher (341-270 BCE), wrote the following about God and the
idea of evil and suffering.

Is God willing to prevent evil, but not able? Then he is not omnipotent.

Is he able, but not willing? Then he is malevolent.

Is he both able and willing? Then whence cometh evil?

Is he neither able nor willing? Then why call him God?

Lrelationship of God and suffering is very well expressed in this quotation.

For Christians, sufferingis seen as an essential part of human life and there are a number of arguments about
why evil and suffering existin the world. The arguments are known as ‘theodicies’. Itis acomplex topic. In
very simple terms some of the reasons given for the existence of evil and suffering are:

God has given each person free willand people must make their own choices. Some of the choices
people make cause evilevents and suffering.

Thereisa force forevil inthe world, sometimes characterised as the devil/satan. Traditionally the devil
was believed to be a fallen angel, thrown out of heaven when he disobeyed God.

God sharesinour suffering.

Sufferingisatest.

Sufferingisaresultofsin.

How we deal with suffering gives us the opportunity to become better people—itis soul-shaping.
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Don’tforget thistopicalso comesupinthe themes paperinissues of good and evil. Check out your theme's
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|
I The sto ry of Job ‘Then the Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job?

- TTTTTT,,/ T s s T - r-----—----=-=-==-=-""°"""°-°-°-°

There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who
fears God and shuns evil”

“‘Does Job fear God for nothing?” Satan replied. ‘Have you not put

a hedge around him and his household and everything he has? You

have blessed the work of his hands, so that his flocks and herds are
spread throughout the land. But now stretch out your hand and strike
everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your face.”

The Lord said to Satan, “Very well, then, everything he has is in your
power, but on the man himself do not lay a finger”

Then Satan went out from the presence of the Lord’
Book of Job 1:8-12

In the Old Testamentthereisa ‘case study’ of a man called Job. Inthe Book of Job we read of a wealthy man
wholivesinaland called Uz, with his large family and flocks. He is described as a blameless and upright man
whois always careful to avoid doing evil. In the story Satan appears before God in heaven. Satan argues that
Jobis only good because God has blessed him. Satan challenges God. He claims thatif he is given permission to
punishlJob, Job will turn and curse God. God allows Satan to tormentJob totesthimand see if he turns from
God. ThisisdescribedinJob 1:8-12. The two questions, ‘Why do we suffer?’ and ‘Why do good and innocent
people suffersomuch?’ are part of this story as it considers the universal theme of the good person who
suffers.

In the story, Job receivesthe news that his flocks, servants and ten children have all died. Job still blesses God
in his prayers. Satan appearsin heaven again and God allows Satan to testJob again. Job is afflicted with
terrible sores and his wife encourages himto curse God, butJob refuses. Three of his friends visit him and they
discuss why Jobis suffering. Job questions humankind’s relationship with God. He laments the injustice of God
allowing wicked peopleto prosperwhilehe and otherinnocent people suffer so much. However, inJob 42:1-6
Job shows thatthough God’s ways are beyond human understanding, he has faithin God and understands his
own place inthe world.

The Trinity

Christians believe in the ‘oneness’ of God. However, they often speak of the Trinity. Thisis the belief that
God isone but is made up of three persons:

» God the Father
» theSonlJesusChrist
»  theHolySpirit (or Paraclete).

Christians are often blessed in church
services by a minister with areference to
this belief. Catholics will often bless

themselves by makingthe sign of the cross
and recitingthis prayer.

‘Inthe name of the Father, the Son and the
Holy Spirit.”

God the father

Jesustaughthisfollowerstoreferto God as the Father. Thisreferstothe all-
powerful, all-knowing part of God, who created the world. Christians also believe
that itshows the caring, personal relationship between humans and God, like
that betweenachild and theirfather.
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The nature of God
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The
symbols of
the Holy
Spirit

are: Dove,
Fire, Oil,
Wind and
Water.

God the son (Jesus Christ) Incarnation the way in which God
becomes ‘flesh’ or human in the

Christians believe Jesusis the Son of God. For Christians,
form of Jesus.

heis God in human form. This beliefis known as the

incarnation. Christians believe that through becoming
human as Jesus, God revealed something of himselfto the world.

God the Holy Spirt

Christians believe that after his resurrection Jesus rose up to heaven. They believe that God
then sentthe Holy Spirit or ‘Paraclete’ into the world. Christians believe the Holy Spirit guides
Christianstolive theirlivesinthe best way possible. The Holy Spiritis able to give comfort,
courage, inspiration and guidance to all Christians, and helps people to believeinJesusand
strengthen theirfaith. Italso helps Christians to understand and interpret the Bible. as the
word of God. Christians believe the Holy Spiritintervenesinthe world in a miraculous way
and is presentduring worship. In special church services, such as baptism and marriage,
Christians believe they are really in the presence of the Holy Spirit.

Charismatic Christians (Christians who emphasise the presence and the work of the Holy
Spirit, spiritual gifts and miracles.), such as Pentecostals, believe the Holy Spiritempowers
people to speak ‘intongues’ (someone s filled with the Holy Spirit during worship and isable
to talkinan unknown language). This type of worship may be very lively as peoplefeel they
are directly moved by the spirit of God.

Why do Christians believe in the Trinity?

The beliefinthe Trinityis based, on passages fromthe New Testamentand, in the two examples which
follow, onthe words of Jesus himself.

‘| and the Father are one’

John 10:30

Jesus answered, “l am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes
to the Father except through me. If you really know me, you will know my
Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.”

Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.”

you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.
How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Don't you believe that | am in the
Father, and that the Fatheris inme? The words | say to you | do not speak
on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his
work. Believe me when | say that | am in the Father and the Fatherisinme;
orat least believe on the evidence of the works themselves”

John 14:6-11

Both of these passages are taken from the Gospel of John. In the first passage
Jesusclearly saysthatheis one with God. Inthe second, Jesus talks about his
special and unique relationship with God.
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I | Jesus answered: “Don't you know me, Philip, even after | have been among
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The nature of God
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The nature of God/Creation
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The Apostles’ Creed

The most important Christian beliefs about the nature of God are containedinacreed, whichis a statement of
beliefs written by the 12 Apostles. The Apostles’ Creed may be recitedin church eitheron Sundays orat solemn
occasions, such as a baptism. On some occasions the more detailed and longer Nicene Creed may be recited.

The Hpostlgs’ Creed

1 believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

The creedis a simple statement of
the mostimportant Christian beliefs
which all Christians adhere to.
Whateverthe Christian tradition or
denomination, all Christians signup
to the beliefsstated inthe creed.
The most important beliefsin the
Apostles’ Creed are asfollows:

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.

He suﬁ‘érea{undér Pontius Pilate, » Godisan all-powerful creator.
was crucified, died, and was buried. >  Jesus Christ was born of the
He descended to the dead. Virgin M?ry by the powerof the
On the third day he rose again. Holy Spirit.
» Jesuswascrucified, buried and
He ascended into heaven, ) rose fromthe dead and
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. ascended to heaven.
He will come again to judge the (iving and the dead. > TherewillbeaDay of .-
Judgementwhen God will judge
I believe in the Holy Spirit, how each person haslived their
the holy catholic Church, life. ) _
- - ) - » Thereisoneholyand universal
the communion of saints, Church
) tr’iejforgwc?ness ofsm‘s, ) »  God will forgive oursins.
the vesurrection of the body, » There will be resurrection of

and the [ife everlasting. the body and an eternal

Amen. afterlife.

Creation

‘How was the universe and earth made?’ is one of the so-called fundamental questions.

Many people todaylook to scientificexplanations, such as the Big Bang to give an answer to this
question. Forall Christians whatisimportantis that God is the creator of the universe. They believe that
whateverthe exact process was that created the universe, God is the overall architect of that creation. It
isthe ‘spiritof God’ whichis the source of all life and creation.

. Comparisons and Contrasts
There are two accounts of creation

inthe Bible; Genesis 1and Genesis
2. Thereis a slightly different order
of creationin both accounts and
there are some differences
between the stories and parts
where the stories contradict each
other.See the table forexamples:

Genesis 1:1 - 2:4
Man and woman are created at the
same.

Genesis 2:4 - 25
God created man first and then later
created woman so that man may have
a companion.

God creates the Earth (heavens,
vegetation, animals) everything in it
before He creates man.

God creates man first and then fills in
the universe with plants, animals, etc.

God creates man in His own image.

Man is made from dust before God
breathes life into him. Then, God
creates woman from the rib of man.

On the seventh day, God rested.

God created the Tree of the Forbidden
Knowledge.

Man is given dominion over all of
God'’s creations.

God gives man dominion over the
garden of Eden but cannot eat from
the tree of knowledge of good and
evil.
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: Genesis 1

The biblical account of the creation in Chapter 1 of the Book of Genesis, begins:

‘Inthe beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was
overthe surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. And God said, “Let there be
light,” and there was light.” Genesis 1:1-3

Thisis why Christians believe that God created the world ex nihilo (out of nothing). Genesis 1shows how

God created the universe overseven days. ‘And God saw that it was good’ isa phrase used to describe each

stage of Creation.
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11 Genesis 2
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T > In Genesis2Adamlives
in paradiseinthe

I Garden of Eden. God

1 createsa companion for

11 Adam from hisrib, and

1] hiscompanionis Eve:

I

| : ‘Then the Lord God madea
woman from therib he had

* I taken out of the man, and

i he brought herto the man.

Il | Themansaid, “This is now
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Day 1 - God created night and day:
God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night.

Day 2 — God created the heavens:

And God made the firmament and separated the waters which
were under the firmament from the waters which were above the
firmament. And it was so. And God called the firmament Heaven.

Day 3 — God created land and plants:

And God said, ‘Let the waters under the heavens be gathered
together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so.
And God said, ‘Let the earth put forth vegetation, plants

yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their seed,
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: each according to its kind, upon the earth.’
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1] of my flesh; she shallbe
called ‘woman,’ forshe

|
* I was taken out of man”’
L'l Genesis2:22-23
11
Day 4 — God created the sun, moon and stars: ;
And God made the two great lights, the greater light to rule the I 1 > God SIVES Adamand
day, and the lesser light to rule the night; he made the stars also. 11 Eve one command
1 whichisnotto eat
* I fromthe tree of
I knowledgethat grows
11 inthe Garden of
Day 5 — God created birds and fish: I | Eden:
And God said, ‘Let the waters bring forth swarms of living ’
creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the firmament | |
of the heavens.’
I 1 ‘Wemayeat fruit fromthe
* || trees in the garden, but
1 God did say, “You must not
Day 6 — God created living creatures including man: I | eat fruitfrom the tree that
Then God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, after our likeness; /. it - is in the middle of the
and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the 3\“’)’: : | | garden, and you must not

birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over \

every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.’ I 1 touchit, oryouwill die.”

| | Genesis3:2-3

Y

. = I The Genesis creation story
Il isclear thathumankind is
| unique among God’s
I I creationashumanswere
| | createdinGod’simage.

Day 7 — God rested:
And on the seventh day God finished his work which he had done, s
and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had
done.

S
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'Genesis 3: The Fall =~
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The nature of humankindisthat people are made in the image of God but sinful and
inneed of God’s forgiveness. Humankind has aclear purpose in the creation account.
People have ‘dominion’ or poweroverthe earth but this must be exercised through
stewardship on God’s behalf.

Genesis 3describesan event which Christians call the ‘Fall’, when Adam and Eve are
tempted by the devil, inthe form of aserpent, to eat the fruitfromthe tree of ; o
knowledge against God’s will. The devil or serpent claims that the only reason God doesn’ twantAdam and Eve
to eatfrom the tree of knowledge is because it would make them as knowledgeable as God. Although Eve first
resists the serpent, eventually she gives in totemptation and eats the fruitand then gives some to Adam. They
confessto God what they have done and as punishment he sends them out of the Garden of Eden tolive
somewhere else onthe earth. They are nolongerallowed to eat fromthe tree of life, which has giventhem
eternal life, so death enters the world.

Thisisvery significant for Christians asit represents the point when the perfect relationship between humans
and God was broken. Because of this event most Christians believe all humans are born with ‘originalsin’. Itis
the reason why it was necessary forJesusto die onthe cross, as his death paid forhuman sinand restored the
broken relationship with God. This topicis coveredin more detail in the issues of good and evil.

Literal and non-literal interpretation of the creation story

Christians have awide range of different views on how the Genesis account should be interpreted:

>  Literal: Some fundamentalist Christians believe the story to be absolutely true in every detail.
They are said to have a literal interpretation of the creation story.

» Non-literal: Some Christians believe the story is more symbolic (metaphorical) and myth-like in
nature and thatthe account needsto be interpreted. They do not believe every detail of the
story to be literally accurate ortrue.

These different understandings of the creation story are due to diverse opinions between Christian
denominations about how the Bible should be read and interpreted: literally or non-literally.

For example, there are diverseviews on how the word ‘day’ in the Genesis creation story should be
interpreted. A literal Christian may acceptthe term ‘day’ in the literal senseso thata day becomes 24 hours.
They wouldtherefore reject any scientifictheory that said the universe has developed over millions of years.
Many Christians, however, may see the term ‘day’ asrepresentingalongerperiod of time, sothe seven ‘days’
of creation could actually represent millions of years. This means they can believein both the creation story
and the scientifictheory that the Big Bang started the development of the universe. This would be anon-
literal interpretation. Regardless of whether Christians believe in the Big Bang theory, all Christians believe
that God was the ultimate creator of the universe.

| The role of the Word and the Spirit in creation

Thereisalsoan account of the creationin the Gospel of John:

‘Inthe beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in
the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. In
him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has
notovercomeit.” John 1:1-5

You will see the repeated use of ‘Word’ inthe text of John. There are different views within Christianity as
to whatis meant by it. Some people believe that ‘Word’ refers to God’s creative self-expression and the
purpose and plansthat he put in place as he created the universe. However, most Christians understand the
‘Word’ to be a reference toJesus, the second part of the Trinity. For the majority of Christians, John 1:1, and
the belief thatthe ‘Word’ is Jesus, are central to the belief that Jesusis God as part of the Holy Trinity.
‘Inthe beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”’

They believethislineclearly states thatJesus (the Word) was present at the beginning of creation and that

1
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|
I
I
heis God. :



Jesus

the resurrection of Jesus and Jesus’ ascension to heaven. All of these events are recorded in

the Gospels. See the timeline below foran overview:

ty — Beliefs

Fourof the mostimportantevents are, the Incarnation (God becomes Man), the crucifixion and

1ani

I Christians believe there are a numberof important eventsin the life
death of Jesus,

1 Jesus Christ — timeline

Christ
| ofJesus

= T LAST SUPPER .

The ANNUNCIATION INCARNATION (Luke 2:1-7) MIRACLES Jesus'shared a Passover 1 J
(Luke 1:26-38) - The angel Jesus is born in Bethlehem. + Matthew 8:23-27 — meal with his disciples. This is Jesus was RES xrﬂmo.m_Oz
Gabriel's announcement to (Luke 2:8-20) Angels visited Shepherds to tell Calmed the storm now known as the Last flogged and u

the Virgin Mary of the them about Jesus. (Matthew 2:1-12) The Magi + Matthew 14:15-21 — Fed Supper and is commemorated CRUCIFIED at The stone was
Incarnation. visited but did not tell Herod where Jesus was. 5000 by Christians with the the site of rolled away and
* John 2:1-11 —Turned Eucharist. At this meal, Jesus Golgotha on the the body was
water into wine gave bread and wine to his day that missing. Why do
+ John 11:41-44 - disciples YA you look for the
Raised Lazarus - Christians know living amongst the
28 GOOD dead? He is not
ERIDAY: here; he has risen!

LUKE 24:5-6

Jesus TAUGHT Josus wes
ARRESTED for
p . Sermon on the Mount | | ,asphemy as he had
Jesus was BAPTISED Jesus is TEMPTED (Matthew 5:3—11) been heard calling Jesus’s
: Matthew 4:1-11). The : himself the ‘King of \ ACSENSION
(Matthew 3:13-17), he ( ) « The Beatitudes 9 bod
i spirit led Jesus into the Israel’ and the oqy 1S 40d fter hi
o came up out of the e Thel S ays atter his
! ihe % 35 ter. H desert to be tempted by € law authorities disliked _NOQQ m3 RESURRECTION
In the BEGINNING was the Wasr, ogven was the Devil. After forty days + Giving this. Judas identified P
WORD, and the Word was o_um:m.a. and he saw and nights without food, o _U_.mv\m_. Jesus to the soldiers _njm ._-og m. Jesus rose to
with God, and the Word the spirit of God Jesus was hungry. The . by kissing him. Peter heaven.
was God. He was with God descending like a Devil made promises to + Treasures in tried to defend Jesus
in the beginning. Through dove and alighting on Jesus. Jesus replied Heaven and cut off one of the
:_.3 all S.Emm were made; him. Then a voice said “Worship the Lord your . ® <<Oqﬂ<_3© soldier's ears with his
without him nothing was from heaven.. This is God and serve only him! ? sword. Jesus
made that has been made. a ’ ith The Devil left Jesus and * Judging reprimanded Peter and
my own dear son witl angels came and helped  False prophets miraculously healed
(John 1: 1-3) whom | am pleased. him. the i aan
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I Incarnation
I

I

I
Some Christians believe that Jesus was God incarnated. This means ‘God made flesh” or God in humanform. |
Jesus was not conceivedinthe same way as other humans, through sexualintercourse betweenamananda I
woman. Mary, Jesus’ mother, was told by an angel that she would give birth to a child namedJesus She was
avirginwhen she gave birth toJesus. :

This passage from the Gospel of Luke describes Mary beingtold that she will give
birthto Jesus:

‘The angelwentto her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favoured! The Lord
is with you.”

Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this
might be. But the angelsaid to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favour
with God. You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus.

He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give
him the throne of his father David, and he will reign overJacob’s descendants
forever; his kingdom willnever end.”” Luke 1:28-33

In the Gospels, Jesusis often referred to as the Son of God, as in this
passage fromthe Gospel of John:

‘The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his
glory, the glory of the oneand only Son, who came from the Father, full of
graceandtruth.” John 1:14

For many Christians there are many events or miracles fromthe life of
Jesus which provide evidence that he was divine, such as:

» the miracle of the Virgin birth

> thevoice of God was heard at the baptism of Jesus

»  Jesus’ ability to perform miracles

» thetransfiguration of Jesus, when he was transformed in front of
some of hisapostles and shone with glorious light

the resurrection of Jesus

A\ 4

|
|
I
|
|
I
|
I
|
|
I
|
|
I
|
I
|
|
I
|
|
I
|
I
|
L

crUCifiXion Blasphemy showing a lack of

respect to God or other holy things.
Messiah or ‘Anointed One’, a

. . . . . . title given to Jesus by the early
he claimedto be able to forgive sin. His followers believed he was the Messiah | christians who believed Jesus’

I

|

I

|

I and this wasseen as a challenge to the authorities, thisled to his eventual arrest | life had been foretold in the Old
I and execution. The Jewish authorities used the argumentthatinclaimingtobe {Jestament.

| the Messiah, Jesus was in fact claiming to be a kingand this was treason.

I The Roman form of execution was crucifixion. Thiswas a
| commonform of the death penalty used throughout the
|

I

|

I

I

|

I

I

|

Jesus’ teachings brought him into conflict with the Jewish authorities. The Jewish
authorities viewed Jesus with suspicion and accused him of blasphemy because

A summary of the main points of the

crucifixion story are:

» Jesusisexecuted bythe Romans.

» ThesoldiersmockJesusand puta
crown of thorns on him.

> Heiscrucified ata place called
Golgotha.

» Two criminals are crucified with him.

> Jesusismocked by peopleinthe
crowd.

» Jesus prays while onthe cross.

» Jesusdiesonthe cross.

Roman Empire. Its purpose was to ensure acriminal diedin
agony and itwas a powerful way to intimidate the civilian
population. Inthe Gospel accountJesusis one of a number of
men crucified inJerusalem at the same time. However, an
unusual feature in the account of Jesus’ crucifixion is when the
soldiers plaitacrown of thornsand place iton Jesus’ head.
Because Christians believe Jesus was both truly God and truly
human, they believe that when he died on the cross he
suffered like any other human being. Jesus participatesinthe
suffering of humanity and thisisimportantto Christians
because it meansthat God understands human suffering.
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I Salvation and atonement

I For Christians, Jesus’ death onthe crossis an act of atonement. Thisis the belief thatJesus’ death onthe cross
| healedthe riftbetween humansand God. The Fall, when Adam and Eve ate the forbidden fruitin the Garden of
I Eden, destroyed the perfect relationship between humans and God and introduced sinintothe world. Some

| Christians believe that because of this all peopleare born with sin, which they call ‘original sin’. The sins which
I people commitintheirdaily lives take them further away from God.

I
|
I
I
|
I
| Christians believe that God sentJesusto earthto repairthe broken |
I relationship and that through his death Jesus paid the price, ‘atoned’, for |
human sin. This offers humankind salvation, which means they canlive on for [
eternity with God in heaven after death. BeforeJesus, the Jews often used I
I animal sacrifices to ‘atone’ ormake up forthe sinsthey had committed. This
| isshownin passages of the Old Testament. However, Christians believe that I
| the sacrifice Jesus made by dyingonthe cross meant he became the sacrifice |
| toatone forthe sins of humanity. Jesus became a ‘sacrificial lamb’ to take |
upon himself the sins of the world. His sacrifice meant that there was nolongerany need to sacrifice |
|
I
I
|
I
I
|
I
|
I
I
|
I

animals as he paid the price for human sins once and forall.

| Thelast Supper
The Gospel of Matthew refers to the last supper
Jesus shared with his disciples before his death.
I Jesusis celebrating the Jewish festival of the
| Passoverwith his disciples but he gives the shared
I meal a newsignificance. He tells the disciples that &
| the breadtheyare eatingrepresents hisbodyand

the wine they are drinkingrepresents hisblood.  While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat;

this is my body.” Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he
gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of the
covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. | tell

He predicts his death onthe cross and says that
by sacrificing his body and blood, human sins will
| be forgiven. This quotation forms the basis of the

| El{Cha.riSt, in W.hiCh Christians share bread and you, I will hot drink from this fruit of the vine from now on until that day

| winein worship today. when | drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom.”

|_ Matthew 26:26-29
| Ressurection

For Christians, the resurrection of Jesusis fundamental to the Christian faith. Itis whenJesusrose from the
dead after his crucifixion. The belief that Jesus rose from the dead is the greatest miracle recorded in the New
Testamentandis evidence thatJesus was God.

The following passage outlines some of the events that happened after the resurrection:

‘Butif it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some of you say that thereis no
resurrection of the dead? If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. And if
Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith.”’1 Corinthians 15:12—-14

I
|
I
I
|
I
|
I
The different Gospels disagree slightly on the exact events of the resurrection, but they agree that onthe |
Sunday followingJesus’ crucifixion, some of Jesus followers went to histomb. They found that the stone |
coveringthe mouth of the tomb rolled away and Jesus’ body was notinside. The following passage outlines I
some of the eventsthat happened afterthe resurrection: I
|
I
|
I
I
|
I

Jseus appisars o the dleven ‘Forwhatl received | passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died
disciples. g forour sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was

raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to
Paul, an apostle, also claims Cephas, and then to the Twelve. Afterthat, he appeared to more than five
vesus hasappedcad tohin.. hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same time, most of whom are still
living, though some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to
allthe apostles, and last of all he appeared to me also, as to oneabnormally
born.”1 Corinthians 15:3-8

Jesus appears to many
other people. F
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I Ascension

| AfterlJesusrose fromthe dead there are few referencesinthe Gospels to whatJesus did. Itisimportant to
| understand thatall of the accountsin the different Gospelsrecord these significanteventsinthe life of Jesus
I inverysimilar, butnotidentical, ways. g

ﬁ 4
I 1tisbelieved he appeared to the disciples and groups of other people but the . , V’(
| accountis veryshortand vague. Afteraperiod of time the Gospels record thatJesus i 4*»
| ascended (rose up) tohisfatherinheaven. There are different understandings of J

whatthis actually means. Some Christians believe that Jesus physically ascended to
heavenina literal sense. Others believe that the description of Jesus physically rising
up to heavenare just meantto be symbolic, showing thatJesus’ timein human form
I on earth wasover. For Christians, itisavery significant event. It marks an end to the
I presence of Jesus on earthina physical way butincludes an acceptance of Jesus’
| spiritatwork inthe world.Jesusblessed his followers beforeascendingto heavenas describedinthis

I Law: The word of God
I

|

I

I

|

I

I

|

I

|

I

I

|

I

I

I

» TheBibleisthe sacredtext, or ‘scripture’, for Christians. Itis made up of |

66 ‘books’ and was written by a number of authors over a long period of I

time. The authors write in different styles, but all were inspired by their I

experienc‘e ofqu. . ' I
» TheBibleissplitintotwosections:the Old Testament, written before

Jesus’ birthand the New Testament. The New Testament begins with the I

four Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. These Gospels tell the |

story of Jesus’ life and death. |

For all Christians the Bibleis a book of revelation. |

|

I

|

I

I

|

I

I

|

I

|

I

I

|

I

I

|

I

|

I

I

|

I

>
Thisis because they believe thatthrough the Bible, Tne Books or Twe BraLe
God isrevealed and they can know more about him. — O
»  Christiansalso believe that the Bible isarecord of EXODUS

divine Law—the rulesand law of God by which NUMBERS N
Christians choose to live. So the Bible is a source of
authority forall Christians thatthey turnto for
advice abouthow to live theirlives. The teachings of
the Bible and in particularthe Gospel accounts of
Jesus’ life inspire Christians tolive good lives.

» Ithasa majorroleinworshipinall denominations.
Thereisa readingfromthe Bible in every Christian
service and many Christians read the Bible on adaily

basis.
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How should the Bible be interpreted

There are different views on how biblical writings should be interpreted.

» Some Christians (Literalist/fundamentalists) believe the Bibleis the directly inspired ‘Word of God’ and
they take all of the Bible contentas literally true becauseitisadivine revelation. This means that when
science seems to contradict some of stories thatappearinthe Bible, forexamplethe Genesis creation
story, these Christians will believe the biblical account overthe scientificone. Forthese Christians, itis
the mostimportant source of authority.

» OtherChristians may take the view thatthe Bible is abook which requiresinterpretation. They believe
that the Bible was writtenin aspecifictime and culture, and so some teachings may need to be adapted
to applyin modernsociety.

» Some Christians take amore liberal view of the Bible, thatis, they don’t believe that all of the events it
talks about actually happened, but that they are symbolicstories that show us how God would want us to
live ourlives.

e o o o o e e e e o o o EE EE o o O EE EE EE EE EE EE EE O S EE EE EE EE EE .
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I Sin and salvation :
I
A sinisan immoral act the goes against God’s law. The Bible containsideas about human ssinfulness and its
I I
| link with salvation. I
| Human sinfulness separates humans from Or:'_g",‘al s:onl' h b th oricinal sin (th [
I God. However, Christians believe that Jesus’ Christians be !evet atweare‘ ,OmV\{'t orlgl‘na sin (the I
death on the cross atoned for human sin tendency to disobey God). Original sin came intothe world as
I . a result of the Fall when Adam and Eve disobeyed God. |
and allowed them the hope of salvation. It . .
I isthe chance to live with God for eternity Adam’ssin has been passed down from generation to [
. ) generation. Itis original sin that causes humans to do thingsin
| afterdeath.Thereare differentviewson heirli h inst God’s| ditisthissinth |
I exactly how Jesus’ death achieved this: theirlivesthatgoagainst God's law and itisthissin that I
separates humans from God. However, there are some |
| >  That Jesus wasa sacrifice that paid for prot?lt_amsm‘/lth or|g|naIS|r?. !\/IanY mc')dern Chrlstlf—mso.bjectto
d lid b | hey bel d |1
| humansin. Just as the Jews that had tra |t|o'na ideasa outo'rlgma 5|n5|nFet ey believe |twgu
. . be unfairfor God to punish all humanity foran act committed | |
| come before Jesus sacrificed an animal b Al Christi c i :
| once a year to pay for theirsins, Jesus’ .yone maq. S?,?ag}é)l r|s;|3ns'fabeﬁnon-h|tera fth |
I death did the same thing but once and Interpretation of the Bi ean_ _ op tbelleve t eeven'Fso the I
for all Fall actually happened. Evenifitdid happen asstatedinthe
| ’ Bible, it’s hard to explain biologically how original sin actually I
I » Thatlesuspaidtheransomforhuman | passedfromone generation tothe next. Many modern |
I sin, whichreleased humansfrom Christians now understand original sin to be a useful way of |
I captivity and allowed themto be understanding that humans are prone to doing bad things and |
I saved. actingina way that isagainst God’s law. I
| How do Christians achieve salvation? |
| Jesus’ death allowed humans the chance of salvation, but different Christian denominations have different I
ideas about how they should act to receive that salvation:
I I
| > Catholicsbelieve thatbytaking partin the sacraments they will be able to achieve salvation and go to |
| heaven. They believe that baptism washes them clean of sin, and that by confessing (the sacrament of I
I penance) the sinsthey commitintheirlife they are absolved (orfreed) from them. I
: »  Many Protestants believe that they must have faithinJesus and repent theirsins to achieve salvation. I

I_________________________________________________________________.l

Grace and the spirit

In orderto helpthemlive agood life, Christians believe God sends the Holy
Spiritto bringgrace. This supernatural gift of grace means that Christians are
able to pray for help from God, to turn away from sinand live good lives.

All Christians believethe Holy Spiritis atworkin the world today.

the Holy Spiritappears to the disciples afterJesus’ ascensionto heaven.
Thisis known as Pentecost.

I

|

I

I

|

I > This giftfrom God of the Holy Spiritis recorded in the Book of Acts, when
I

|

I Man_y Christians believein sp_e.C|aI ‘rites’ called sacraments (welearn more about these in the practices

| section) and that the Holy Spirit comes down upon them as the sacraments are performed.

I > Therole of the Holy Spiritis particularly important in Evangelical worship. Evangelical Christians use a
form of worship where worshippers are encouraged to be moved by the spirit. This means they believe
the Holy Spiritis presentandinfluences themin theirprayers; they often shout out and praise God. Some
Christians feelthey are moved to speakintongues, which they consideragift from the Holy Spirit.

Also, some Christians believe acts of ‘faith healing’ may take place within religious services, where the
Holy Spirit worksin miraculous way to heal people. This may be a physical or spiritual healing.

|
|
|
|
|
|
-
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Eschatological beliefs |
Eschatology refersto beliefs aboutthe ‘lastthings’: death, judgement, heaven and hell. Christians believe that
three days afterJesus was crucified and died, he rose from the dead and came back to life. The apostle Paul, in
his letterto the Corinthians, summed up the importance of this to the Christian faith when he wrote:

‘Ifthe dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your
sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished.’ Corinthians 1:15-17

There are a numberof referencesinthe New Testament concerning eschatological beliefs and the afterlife,
and beliefin an afterlifeis stated in both the Apostles’ Creed and the Nicene Creed. Christians believe this life
isa preparation foran afterlife to be with Godin heaven. The Nicene Creed ends with areferenceto
resurrection: ‘/look forthe resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.’

This explains why the story of Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection is so important to Christians, because it
providesthemwith evidence that deathis notthe end and although physical bodies die, the immortal souls
live on. The crossis soimportantin Christianity because itis symbolicboth of death and resurrection.

The Gospel of John

The Gospel of John was the last gospel to be believes in me will live, even though they die; and whoever lives by
writtenandis oftenreferredtoasthe believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?”

‘eschatological gospel’. Inthe gospel there John 11:25-26
are frequentreferences to the afterlife.

“My Father's house has many rooms; if that were not so, would | have
In one account, Jesus raisesaman called told you that | am going there to prepare a place for you? And if | go
Lazarus from the dead. When Jesus performs  |and prepare a place for you, | will come back and take you to be with
this miracleitis a sign of hispowerandithas me that you also may be where | am. You know the way to the place

a profound effect on the faith of the people where |am going”

who witness the miracle. Jesus says that Thomas salid to him, “Lord, we don't know where you are going, so how
anyone who believesin him will neverdie. can we know the way?”

/U%us answered, | am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes
The words of Jesusin the following passage to the Father except through me. If you really know me, you will know
offeraninsightinto heaven and explain that my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.”
the way to heavenisthroughfaithinlJesus. John 14:2-7

i S U

I Judgement
I

|
I
I
|
I
|
I
|
|
I
I
|
Jesus said to her, ‘| am the resurrection and the life. The one who I
|
I
|
|
I
I
|
I
|
I
|
|
I

Christians believe that there will be aJudgement Day when peoplewill be judged by God for the quality of
theirlives. Christians believe that on this day Jesus will returnto earthina ‘second coming’. This will mark
the end of human existence on the earth.

The Parable of the
Sheep and the Goats
(Matthew 25)
teaches that God will
judge people not on
how much wealth
they have gained but

I

|

I

I

|

In the Parable of the sheep and goats (Matthew 25) I
|

I

I

on their treatment of |
I

I

|

I

|

I

I

|

I

|

I

I

I Matthew describes how Jesus will separate the people

| whowillgoto heavenfromthose whowillgoto hell, just

| as a shepherd separatesthe sheep from the goats. Those

I that have helpedthosein need will be rewarded with
eternal life (sheep) and those thatdid not helpthosein

| need will be cursed to the enteral flames of hell (goats).

|

I

I

|

I

I

|

I

the poor.

Jesus frequently used parables to explain ateaching. The parable of Lazarus and the Rich Man (there is more
information on this parable in yourthemes revision guide inissues of human rights) shows thereisaclear
divide between those who will be rewarded in heaven and those punished in hell, and the afterlifeis only
achieved by faith and good actions, regardless of success or wealthinan earthly life.

Essentially Christians believe that the quality and goodness of our lives will be judged by God. The Apostles’
Creed states quite explicitly that God ‘shall come to judge the livingand the dead’. People will be bodily

resurrected on this day but they will be transformed into some glorified state. lliness, pain and death will no
longerexistand the world will be purified of sin.
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The afterlife

Resurrection

Christians believe that the
spiritual part of a person, their
soul,isabletojoinGod in
heaven when they die. However,
they believe thatatthe end of
time there will also be a physical
resurrection. This means that
people will be brought back to
life with physical bodies, just as

This beliefisstatedinthe
Creeds. Jesus himself did not

‘So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body thatis sown is
perishable, it is raised imperishable; it is sown in dishonour, itis raised in
glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; it is sown a natural
body, itis raised a spiritualbody.

Ifthere is a naturalbody, thereis also a spiritualbody. So it is written:
“The first man Adam became a living being; the last Adam, a life-giving
spirit.” The spiritual did not come first, but the natural, and after that the
spiritual. The first man was of the dust of the earth; the second man is of
heaven. As was the earthly man, so are those who are of the earth; and
asis the heavenly man, so also are those who are of heaven. And just as
we have bornetheimage of the earthly man, so shallwe bear the image
of the heavenly man.

I declare to you, brothers and sisters, that flesh and blood cannot inherit
the kingdom of God, nordoes the perishable inherit the imperishable.

Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will notall sleep, but we will all be
changed—in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For
the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will
be changed. Forthe perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable,
and the mortal with immortality. When the perishable has been clothed
with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying
thatis written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.”
“Where, O death, is yourvictory? Where, O death, is your sting ?””

1 Corinthians 15:42-55

teach a greatdeal aboutthe
nature of the afterlife butthe
teaching of Jesus and St Paul
referstoa physical resurrection.
This quote from Corinthians
describesthatatthe end of time
a trumpetwill soundandthe
dead will rise up.

|
I
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
I
I Jesuswas.
|
|
|
|
|
|
I
|
|
|
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I Heaven and hell

Although there are numerous referencesinthe Bible
to heaven, there are not many descriptions of it, which
explains why Christians believe different things about
it. Most Christians believe thatitis where people goin
the afterlife if they have the right to go there and that
iswhere God and angels are located. However,
Christians have different views on whatitis:

» some believe thatheavenisanactual, physical
place
> othersbelieveitexistsinamore spiritual dimension, more of astate or condition.

I
l |
I I
l |
I I
l |
l |
I I
l |
l |
I I
I Christians have different opinions, too, about what hellis although most believe that, whateveritis, itis |
I undoubtedly aplace of suffering. Again some Christians believe that itis a physical place where people burn |
| eternally; others believe thatit existsinamore spiritual dimension. Most Christians believe that the real |
| tormentofhellresidesinabsoluteseparation from God as he isnotpresentinhell. Tobe inhellisnotto be I
I inthe presence of God. Traditionally heaven and hellwere thought of as real places. It was believed that hell
was underground and heavenin the sky. Modern understandings of heaven and hell are more likely to see I
I heaven asa place where Godis and hellis a place where God is not. Contemporary beliefs about heaven |
| and hell raise important questions. If God is a God of love and a God of forgiveness then would God not |
I ultimately forgive everyone, which means nobody goes to hell forever? [
I Purgatory |
| Inadditiontoheavenand hell, CatholicChristians believein purgatory. They believe that many people who |
I die cannot gainimmediate entry into heaven because they are stained by theirsins. These people goto I
purgatory, a sort of waitingroom for heaven, where they undergo a process of cleansing and purification
I before eventually securingentry to heaven. Itis atemporary state of being. OnJudgement Day all of those |
I heldin purgatory will go to heaven. Catholics believe itisimportantto pray forthe souls of the dead and |
I thoseinpurgatory. |
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Christianity — Practices Forms of worship

1 Forms of worship

I Worshipisan expression of adoration and praise for God. Acts of worship and theirimportance are referred to
frequentlyinthe Bible; ‘Wheretwo or more are gathered in my name, | am there with them' Matthew 18:2
There are many different forms of worship and different Christian traditions have different ways of worshipping
God. Different forms of worshipinclude:

Liturgical worship Informal worship Individual worship
Thisis when worship This refers to worship that Thista‘kes.place in addjtion to
follows avery set structure doesn’t have asetstructure and worshipping togetherinachurch.
whichis more or less the is more spontaneous than Christians believe thatitis
same every time. An liturgical worship. Some impo'rtant‘tofc‘)rma personal
example of this is the Churches have moved away relationship with God and
Eucharist service (mass). It from liturgical worship to adopt wgrshippingalone is often part of
follows a set patternand a more informal approach which this. Society has changed overthe
has established rituals as doesnothave a set structure. centuries, and given more
part of publicchurch The modern charismaticand requnsibilities aqdfreedomstothe
worship. This might be a evangelical approach to worship individual, sothe idea of private
set pattern of prayers, or has distanced itself from worship has become more popular.
the use of a set service traditional Protestant rituals. There are many people today who
book as inthe Church of They emphasise the importance declare themselves to be Christians,
England. of the Holy Spiritand with a personal relationship with
_ spontaneous action, and this God, although they donotgoto
. showsiitselfin services, in church or take part in public
i worship andin prayer. Although worship.
thisinformal worship may seem e

modern, itdoesinfactresemble
the type of worship offered by
Christiansinthe first decades of
the Church before ritualsand
tradition had been established.

Worship across different denominations:

Quaker worship Evangelical worship
> Informal prayertendsto be private andinvolves »  Inmany Evangelical Churches, suchas the
more than just communicating with God. It can Pentecostal Church, worshipisalsovery
include meditation, contemplation, personal informal.
reflection and simply beingin the presence of God. > These Christians feel they are moved by
Quakers (the Society of Friends), forexample, value the Holy Spiritduring worship. This may
thisidea of simply beingin the presence of God. involve themfallinginto trances oreven
> Quaker‘services’ do not consist of any set prayers. speakingin unknown languages (speaking
Instead they sitinsilence and stillness. They believe intongues).
that this allows them the opportunity to listen and » Movementand participationis
reflect. This helps them to become closerto God and encouraged and there is often music,

to the othermembers of the congregation. singingand dancingin the congregation.
» Thereisno official leader of the worship, iy B0 Vo - PR A v |§

but occasionally [
someone might |
feelmovedto
speak, thisis
called ministry.
Others may liste
insilence orfeel
they wantto
speak too.
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Forms of worship/Sacraments

I The nature and importance of prayer

Prayerwas at the heart of Jesus’ lifestyle. Christians believe itis an essential part of theirfaith.
InJohn 4:23 Jesussays: ‘Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshippers will worship the

I Fatherin the Spirit and in truth, forthey are the kind of worshippers the Father seeks.’

Jesus states that Christians should worship God in the Spiritandin truth. Christians believe that this means

worship should not be superficial, but that they should worship God with all of their thoughts, actions and
lwords. Worshipinvolves prayerand prayeris about developing aspecial relationship with God. For Protestants,
I the importance of individual prayer cannot be underestimated. One of the great principles of the Reformation,
| whichledtothe creation of Protestantism, was abelief thateach Christianisin theirown way a priest. This

means that Protestants believe that all Christians have direct access to God through Christ; they don’t have to

go through a priest.
Prayerservesa number of
purposesandisfoundin
many different forms within
different Christian
denominations. Some of the
mostimportant types of
prayerare:

» Adoration — deep love
and respect for God

» Confessional -
statement of faith
through prayer

» Contemplation -

written down
so thatthey
could be

meditation repeatedand
> Penitential — saying used by more
sorry thanone
» Praise — giving praise, person. Many
. . . Protestant
which might include L
L denominations
singing hymns inBritainuse
» Thanksgiving —saying the set prayers
thank you inthe Book of
> Supplication - asking Common
for something Prayer.

Setprayers are one form of praying. Theyallow Christians tolearn and
repeat prayers that have a significant meaning forthem. They allow
prayerto become collective so when Christians recite the Lord’s Prayer
with others theirsinglevoices become acommunal voice. One exampleis
the Lord’s prayer, whichisrecited in almost every Christian service. Jesus
instructed the disciples to pray by usingthe Lord’s prayerinresponse to
the disciples askingJesus to teach them how to pray.

Like the disciples, many people find set prayers very useful. They are part
of the tradition andritual of worship that goes back hundreds of years.
Set prayers were originally passed on by word of mouth before being

Blessed art thou among women,

Set prayers

Ouyr Father

Who art in Heaven,
hallowed be Thy name;
Thy Kingdom come,
Thy will be done
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil

Anmen.
oy 6!
e

Had Wy,

Full of Grace,
The Lord is with thee.

and blessed is the fruit
of thy womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary,
Mother of God,
pray for us sinners now,
and at the hour of our death.

Amen.
tD%Gb
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Sacraments

The word sacrament originates from the Latin
‘sacramentum’, an oath of allegiance made by
Roman soldiersinaceremony conductedinaholy
place. By the second century CE it had started to be
usedto describe Christian . By the fifth century
it was defined by the early Christian thinker St
Augustine in his writings as a ‘visiblesign of invisible
grace’. This means that the actions, words and
objectsinvolvedineach sacramentare a sign that
Christians are receiving God's grace or blessing. By
the twelfth centuryitwas usedtodescribe seven
specificrites that were seen as central to Christian
life. These sacraments are still acknowledged by the
Catholicand Eastern Orthodox traditions.

Differences in denominations:
» Most Protestants only recognise two sacraments:
andthe (or Holy Communion).
Thisis because these were the only two sacraments
documentedinthe Gospels as being practised by
Jesusduringhis life.

» Some Christian denominations, such as the Quakers
(the Society of Friends) and the Salvation Army,
don’tevenbelieveinthese two sacraments. They
both believethat sacraments are aninward spiritual
experience and thatthereisnoneedforexternal
servicesorrituals.

» Many Evangelical Christian churches carry out rituals
like baptism, butdon’t believethey are especially
sacred so don’t considerthem sacraments.
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Sacraments
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Sacraments

water.

Baptism

Initiates peopleinto the Christian
church. Catholics believe thatit washes
away sin. Many churches practice
infant baptism, though someonly allow
adultsto be baptised. The belief isthat
as an adultthey can understand the
commitmentthey are making.

Eucharist

In the Eucharist service worshippers
share bread and wineinremembrance
of Jesus’ death. Many Christians believe
that the Eucharist (also known as Mass
or Holy Communion) is asacrament
instituted by Jesus at the Last Supper,
the final meal that he shared with his
disciples beforethe crucifixion.

Marriage

The sacrament of marriage shows the
spiritual union of the couple and God.
See more information about thisin
issues of relationshipsin yourthemes
revisionguide.

Anointing of the sick

This sacramentis performedwhena
Catholicisseriouslyill ordying. Itis
carried out by a priest who will apply oil
to (‘anoint’) the sick person.

Infant baptism:
» In most Christian Churches, including the Church of England and the Roman Catholic Church, children and

infants are baptised, celebrating the birth of achild and marking their entry into the Christian community.
» Parentsand godparents of a baby make promisesto bringthem up inthe Christian faith.

Adult baptism:

» Some denominations, forexample Baptists, don’t believe ininfant baptism because they think thata
believershould be able to declare theirown faith, and obviously babies cannot do this. As aresult, babies
and children are not baptised becausethis type of ‘believers’ baptism’ is for only forthose who are able to
state theirfaith. Indeed, Jesus himselfwas baptised as an adult.

» Some denominations, and certainly many Evangelical Christians, fullyimmersethe person being baptisedin

These 7 sacraments are still acknowledged by the Catholicand Eastern Orthodox traditions:

Confirmation

In churches that practice infant
baptism, confirmation takes place
when a personreachesanage when
they committo the church for
themselves. They remake the
promisesthat were made by their
parents or guardians ontheir behalf at
theirbaptism.

Reconciliation

Also known asthe sacrament of penance
or confession. Catholics are required to
confesstheirsinstoapriestandrepent
them. The priest will then ‘absolve’ (or
free) them fromtheirsins and askthem
to carry out a penitentacttoshow they
are sorry for whatthey have done. This
mightinclude prayingorfasting.

Holy orders

The sacrament of Holy ordersisthe
way people join the priesthood of the
church. Joining the priesthood s called
being ‘ordained’.

Most Protestants only recognise two sacraments:
baptismandthe Eucharist (or Holy Communion).
Thisis because these were the only two sacraments
documentedinthe Gospels as being practised by
Jesus duringhislife. Asthese are the most common
sacraments practiced in different denominationsyou
could geta question on each of these sacraments.

»  Christians believe thatthe rite of baptism must be carried out by an ordained ministeroran authorised
lay person, but different denominations have different practices.
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The importance of baptism
Christians believe that baptismisimportant because:

> ltisarite of entrythat allows people to become members of
the Christian Church

» Many Christians believeoriginal sinis removed through the
action of baptism

> it followsthe personal example of Jesus who was baptised as
an adult by John the Baptist

> believers'baptism gives anindividual an opportunity to
publicly proclaim their personal faith.

> ltisthought of as the first sacrament, acting as a ‘covenant’ oragreement between human beings and God.

Christians also believe very strongly in the importance of baptism and there are a number of important
referencestoitinthe Bible:

» St Paul suggeststhat baptism links us directly with the death and resurrection of Jesus when he states: ‘We
were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the
deadthrough the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.” Epistle to the Romans 6:4

» Jesushimself was baptised. He gives the disciples a clearinstruction to baptise people: ‘Therefore go and
make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you. Andsure- ly | am with you always, to
the very end of the age.” Matthew 28:19-20

» In Christianity, baptismis regarded as asign of the gift of the Holy Spirit. The baptised Christian becomes
united with Christ, includingin his death and resurrection. Through being baptised they are able to enter
heaven and live eternally with God after death, as this quote fromJohn shows: Jesus replied, “Very truly |
tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again.” “How can someone be born when
they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot enter a second time into their mother's womb to be
born!” Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enterthe kingdom of God unless they are born of
water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. ”” John 3:3—6

Eucharist

Many Christians believe that the Eucharist (also
known as Mass or Holy Communion) isasacrament
instituted by Jesus atthe Last Supper, the final meal
that he shared with his disciples before the
crucifixion. Atthis meal Jesus shared bread and wine
with his disciples and told them that the wine
represented his blood and the bread represented his
body. He told them that they should share bread and
wine when they gathered together after hisdeathin
his memory.

Christians today continuethis tradition—taking
bread and wine when they meettoworshipina
sacramentthat they call Eucharist. They believe this
bringsthem closerto God. The word ‘Eucharist’ is

a Greek word, meaningthanksgiving, andinone
senseitisan act of thanksgiving forthe life and
death of Jesus and for the Christian faith.

Sacraments
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I Eucharist |
|
I Different views about the Eucharist :
| Different denominations have different views about what happensin Eucharisticservices: I
I I
| |
I Catholic Catholics believe that the bread and wine actually become the body and blood of |
| Christina process called I
I Lutheran In the sixteenth century, Protestant Reformers the adoptedaposition |
| called .Thisis concept of ‘sacramental union’, that the body and [
| blood of Jesus are somehow present ‘in, with and under’ the forms of bread and wine. I
I This has been explained by using the analogy of aniron rod placed infire. Both fire I
and metal are united within the red-hotiron and yet the fire and the metal retain

I theirdistinctiveness as well. |
| |
I Protestant Many Protestants reject the view of the CatholicChurch andits beliefin

.They do not believe that the bread and wine actually becomethe I
I body and blood of Christ. The Reformed and Presbyterian view of the Eucharististhat |
| Christis present spiritually ratherthan literally in the bread and wine. |
| Baptist Baptists, believethat Christis not presentinthe bread and wine but that the ritual is I
| simply an act of remembrance. Thisis known as |
|

: Christmas

Christmasisthe celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ —the incarnation. Christians do not believe Jesus was

|
I
: actually born on Christmas day but mark this day in the Christian calendarto focus on the incarnation. |
Advent |
I Becausethe celebrationis soimportant, a period of time known as Advent was set aside to allow Christians |
I toprepareforChristmas. Adventbegins four Sundays before Christmas day. Traditionally many Christians |
| fastedduringAdvent, andthe Eastern Orthodox Church still practises fasting, though the Western Churches
| ho longerdo. Many people have advent calendars or advent candles to count down the days until Christmas. I
| Intherunupto Christmas Christians may celebrateina ) mﬁm 7 :
| numberofways: e Light of the @I;“amtﬁw :
| > Nativity or crib scenesare very commonin homes ok [ m"ﬁﬁﬁ”ﬁ“’m I
I and churches. The fruite or sweets seasons.
> Nativity plays are acted outin schoolsand churches. skewered on sticks ] # |
I Special Christingle services take place in church ’@;ﬁﬁﬁ% ® & l
1 where children traditionally make a Christingle - The red. ribbon (or I
| (orange with acandle) to show Jesus was the ‘light @imﬁﬁm I
I of the world’. The orange u of Jesus. I
| »  Carol concerts where people sing Christmas carols roprosents. the morld
»  Exchanging Christmas cards with areligious image |
| and greeting |
I > Decorationofhousesinside and outside Christmas in the UK I
I > Adventwreathdecorations Christmasis also celebrated by many non- I
I > Midnight Masscommunionservice takes placeon | Christiansinthe UKand, forthese people, holds
| Christmas Eve no particularreligious significance. School nativity I
. plays become winter concerts and the design of |
I Christmas day many Christmas cards show only the funor wintry | 1
I > OncChristmasdayitself Christians may attend aspects of this time. Many people regard it as a I
| Church servicesaswell ashavingfamily mealsand | «intertime’ festival ratherthan areligious one. I
I exchanging gifts. ,
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Easter Easteris the most |mportantfest|val inthe Christian calendar. it remembers the deathand
resurrection of Jesus.

Lent
I » A period of 40 days, known as ‘Lent’ leads up to Easter.

» Lentremembersthe time Jesusspentinthe desertfastingand
praying. The devil tried to tempt him several times during this
period but he resisted the temptations.

I > Lentbeginswith Ash Wednesday whenthereare special church
I services. Catholics, forexample, attend a special service where
they are marked with black ashesinthe shape of a cross ontheir

foreheads.
1> Traditionally Ash Wednesday is a day of abstinence and fasting. To mark the fact that Jesus fasted inthe

I desert, Christians often giveup something for Lent.
| » Theday before Lentstartsis known as Shrove Tuesday or Pancake Day and was an opportunity to use up the
foodsthat Christians would be giving up during Lent.

I
|
I
I
|
I
|
I
I
|
I
I

Holy week |

HonweekisthewgekthatprecedesEasterSunday,anditiswhenChristiansremembertheeventsinJesus' I

life thatled upto hisdeath:

»  Palm Sunday: Palm Sunday commemorates the arrival of Jesusin Jerusalem. In some Christian traditions, |
for example Anglicanism and Catholicism, Christians receive crosses made of palm leaves to remind them 1
of thisevent. |

»  Maundy Thursday: The Thursday before Easter remembers Jesus’ last meal with his disciples. Duringthe |

meal they shared bread and wine, which Jesus told them represented his body |

I
|
I
|
I
I
|
I
I
|
I
|
I
I
|
A
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and blood. To commemorate this, Christians often have Holy Communion services (Mass). Jesus also
washed hisdisciples’ feet and in Catholicchurches the priest will often wash the feet of some members of
the congregation.

» Good Friday: On Good Friday Christians rememberJesus’ death onthe cross. Itisa day of mourning and
serviceswillbe held. Some Christians, for example Catholics, fast on this day. In some countries there will
be processions orre-enactments of the death of Jesus.

Easter Sunday marks the day of Jesus’ resurrection, when those comingto histomb founditempty. Itisthe
mostimportantdayinthe Christian calendarandis a day of celebration. Christians attend special services
and churches are filled with flowers. As wellas attending church, Christians may also celebrate Easterin the

following ways: “
exchanging cards with family and friends w 7%

exchanging Eastereggs PNl e
attending church servicesin Lent

visiting cemeteries to leave flowers for deceased ,l){c i
familyandfriends

personal reading of the Bible

eveningvigil onthe Saturday of Holy Week.
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EASTER SUNDAY
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|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
| EasterSunday
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
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Pilgrimage

A pilgrimage isajourneyto asacred place, usually as an act of religious devotion. Pilgrimage has always beena
practice inthe Christian religion where many pilgrims have travelled to the Holy Land to ‘walkinthe footsteps
of Jesus’. Today pilgrimageis still practised by many Christians worldwide. You need to study twosites of

pilgrimage in particular: Walsingham in Britain and Taizé in France. '

The reasons why people travel on a pilgrimage are many and complex and
they have changed overtime. Certainly, amodern- day pilgrim does not
face the dangers faced by a medieval pilgrim. However, all pilgrims believe
that life itselfisajourney towards God. And a pilgrimage is faith in action,
the journeyrepresentingthe journey thatall Christians undertakefrom
earthto heaven.
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Pilgrimage
Bodarieaital i Il B - — e e o = o =
I WaIS|ngham Reformation when Henry Vil |
. split with the Catholic Church ;
| History and established the Church of
Walsinghamisinthe county England. He destroyed many of the
of Norfolk, 30 miles from monasteries in Britain.

Norwich, in England. It has been a holy place since 1061 when the
widow of the Lord of the Manor of Walsingham Pava, Richeldis de

| Faverches, hada dreaminwhich the Virgin Mary asked herto build a

I replicaofthe housein Nazareth where the announcement of the

[ birth of Jesus took place. This she did and then, around about 1150,
a priory or small monasticchurch was builton the site. From this
time onwards Walsingham became a shrine to which medieval
pilgrims would travel from all around the world —until 1538 when

| the Reformation resulted in its destruction. People probably

I continuedtotravelinsecrettothisholyplace butitwas onlyin

| 1829, afterthe lawsto allow Catholics to practise theirreligion fully
in Britain, that people were able totravel openly to Walsingham
again. Today thereisalsoan Anglican shrine at Walsingham.
Why isit important?
Walsinghamisanimportant place of pilgrimage because our human
journey begins with birth and what could be more special than the

I place where the announcement of the birth of Jesus took place?
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| Ta iZé Ecumenical representing or
. promoting unity within the
| Histo ry different Christian Churches.
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Taizé isa Christian site of pilgrimagein Burgundyin France. Itwasfoundedin |

B9Roger Schutzand is an importantecumenical monasticorder. The monks come from many different |

countriesandlive alife of communal prayer. The men who become monks atTaizé are from different [

Christian denominations. Thisis unusualand is what makes it an ‘ecumenical’ monasticcommunity. Today I
there more than one hundred ‘brothers’, from both Catholicand Protestant Christian traditions.

Reconciliation, the resolution of conflict, is at the heart of the Taizé community. By bringing together I

different Christian denominations the Taizé community promotes understanding and cooperation between |

I

|

I

I

|

I

|

I

I

|

I

I

|

I

|

I

I

|

|

th#Y do Christians go there?
The community today has become one of the world’s mostimportant sites of Christian pilgrimage foryoung
people. Itis estimated that over 100,000 young people make pilgrimages to Taizé each year. The reason so
many young people goon pilgrimage to Taizé ayearmayinclude:
Curiosity

Adventure

Holiday

act of religious devotion

an attempttowalkinthe footsteps of people of faith
historical reasons

act of atonement

act of supplicationto ask God forsomething.
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What do Christians do when they get there?

» Whenthe pilgrims arrive they join in the life of the monastic
community by participatinginthe settimes of prayerinthe ‘Church of Reconciliation’.

» Theyalsospendtimein private prayer, attend Bible-study discussion groups led by the monks and share in
the communal work.

» The servicesare world famous forthe use of chants and music, and Taizé chants have become popularin
many churches.

» Duringthe church services the monks wearwhite robes and all of the pilgrims who visit Taizé are required
to attend the monasticchurch services three times each day.
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| Christianitv in the UK Figure 1: Religious affiliation, England and Wales, 2011

The Christian Church faces many challengesin twenty-first- Notstatan
century Britain. Increasingly many of the religious beliefs and e
teachings are regarded as either out of date or irrelevant. In

Britain today many more people claimto be either atheist or \
agnostic. Also, Christianity is now only one of many religious

traditions followed by people in Britain. This means the religious

landscape is pluralist with peoplefollowing anumber of religions.

Religious festivals like Christmas are being celebrated but have

losttheirreligious meaningand church attendance has declined. Christan

o
mushm'1 ?
50

Noreligion
5% 25%

59%

The influence of religion in the UK

Despite these challenges, religious stillhas animpactin our society in the UK. Christianity was introduced
to the UK by the Romans almost two thousand years ago. Thislong history means thatitis deeply
embeddedin many of the laws, festivals and traditions of the UK. The Church of England is the
‘established’ religion of England. This means thatit has links to the government and other official bodies
such as the judiciary (the court system). Inthe sixteenth century King Henry VIII broke away from the
CatholicChurch and the authority of the Pope and made himself head of the Church of England. Today as
well as being Head of State, the monarch is the Supreme Governor of the Church of England. All monarchs
are crowned by the Archbishop of Canterbury.

Influence

|
I
|
|
I
|
|
I
|
I
|
|
I
|
|
I
|
I
|
I Traditions > ‘Keep honthg Sabbath day’isa Colmmandme:nt. Traditionally Christians go to church on
a Sunday and it was regarded as a ‘day of rest’ so the hours shops can trade on a Sunday
I are restricted.
| » Ina UK court of law witnesses giving evidence are asked to swearthey are telling the
| truth. They often do this on the Bible but can use anotherholy book if they belong to
| anotherreligion.
I »  Christian hymns and readings are often made at publicevents.
» Lots of peopleinthe UK mark important life events, like marriagein achurch, even if
: theyare notreligious.
I
|
|
I
|
I
|
|
I
|
|
I
|
I
|
|
I

Laws » The UK parliamentis made up of two ‘houses’. The House of Commonsis made up of
electedrepresentatives, MPs. The House of Lords is not elected and its members are of
two types. Lords Temporal are appointed by the monarch, but the Lords Spiritual are 26 of
the most senior Church of England Bishops. Forlaws to be passed they must be approved
by both houses of parliament.

» Meetings of both houses of parliament open with Christian prayers and indeed, many of
the laws of the UK reflect the teaching of some of the Ten Commandments, such as ‘Do
notkill’ and ‘Do not steal’.

Festivals » Eventslike Christmas and Easterare celebrated widely across the UK and have become
publicholidays. School holidays falloverthese periods and many businesses will close.
> Religious festivals such as St. Valentine’s Day are also celebrated, though for most people
the religious context of the day is no longerimportant.
» Today people of otherreligious traditions may take time off school or work to celebrate
theirown festivals. Forexample, the biggest celebration of the Muslim festival Eid al -Fitr

Education » Today, aboutone third of state-funded schools in England and Wales are faith schools. Of
the 7,000 faith primary and secondary schools
in England and Wales, ninety-eight per cent have a Christian character.
» All pupils must, by law, be taught religious education.
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I'The role of the church
Primarily achurch is a place of worship, butas part of living out the values Jesus demonstrated inthe
Gospels churchesreach outinto communitiesin avariety of ways.

The Church/The worldwide church

Some of the services the Church provides tothe community might be religiousin nature, forexample
markingimportantrites of passage forindividuals and families. Services such as baptisms, confirmations,
marriages and funerals will be held in the church. Lots of churches have an attached ‘church hall’ and this
may be used fora variety of activities, including:

refreshments after Sunday service

a weekly meal forthe homeless provided by money donated by a congregation

food banks I -
: i AT

coffee morningsforthe elderly 1 I&‘ﬁ, 1

youth clubs ‘ ‘ v ol

mothers’ union meetings

créche facilities foryoung mothers
summerfetes

organisations like cubs and brownies
fitness classes or slimming groups
Christmas partiesforold age pensioners
birthday parties

as family and community centres
emergency shelters.
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 Evangelism

Evangelismisthe wayinwhichthe gospelis spread—it means ‘preaching
| thegoodnews’andisone way inwhich the Church grows. By telling
I others aboutJesus’ message, Christians hopeto convertthemtothe
Christian faith. All Christians are evangelistsin the sensethey are sharing
I the good news with otherpeople intheireveryday lives. However, for
1 many Christians, evangelismis best shown through the way they live their
I livesratherthantalkingaboutreligion.
|
I
|
|

Duringthe festival of Pentecost, the disciples (followers) became
apostles(messengers). Through the Holy Spirt they had the powerto
spread the good news. Thisis a great example of evangelism. Christians
believeitistheirmissiontospreadthe good newsjustasthe apostlesdid.

»  Themissioniswhatthe Churchissupposedtodoin termsof every Christian beingan evangelistas ‘a
preacher of the Gospel’.

> At the time of Jesus it was important that the early Christians had
a sense of mission to convertJews and others tothe new religion
of Christianity.

> It isthe mission of the Church to help Christians livealife of faith
butalsoto tell the Christian message of salvation to all.

I
|
I
I
|
I
|
> Many Christians regard itas theirduty or mission to convertother #
I
|
I
I
|
I

#1
€SV

people to Christianity, whetherthey have nofaith atall or belong
to a different religion.

> Missionaries were also important for bringing education and health support to poorand disadvantaged
people aroundthe world.

Today missionary work and evangelism are more contentious, and many would debate the ethics of trying to
convert people to Christianity. In anincreasingly pluralist society many think that you should be respectful of
different faiths (or non-religious beliefs) ratherthan tryingto persuade people to change religion.
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The worldwide church

rChristian Charity whatiresunar (OSSO

I » Tearfund campaigns against the causes of poverty worldwide.

I > Tearfund gives practical helpin ordertoact out the teachings of Jesus to help others.

| > Tearfundencouragesself-help forbothindividuals and communities.

| > Oneexample of how Tearfund put Christian beliefsinto actionis theirwork with childrenand teenagersin

R R R R R R R O N e N R =

Theiraimis to put Christian beliefsand Jesus’ command to ‘love your neighbour’
'l'earfund into action as part of their mission. Christians believe they are puttinginto
practice the unconditional or unselfish love Jesus talks about in the gospel. This
Why is Tearfund sort of love is known as ‘agape’ love (agape in action).

The charity works through church groups giving help to the poorin many
countries. Tearfund currently works in over 50 countries providing emergency aid
when natural disasters occurand carrying out long-term projects to support local
communities. Inthe UK many people support Tearfund by raising money through
coffee mornings and buying Tearfund Christmas cards.

important?

» Tearfundhasarolein
raising public
awareness of social
issues, such as
poverty and discriminationinthe world.

Columbia. By working with partneragencies, churches and youth groups inthe country Tearfund has set up
30 sports clubs where children can come forfootball training. These clubs provide safe spaces foryoung
people, atrisk of joining gangs, to come and socialise. They also offer mentoring to equip them with life skills.

"Church growth

There has beenadecline inattendance at Church of England and
Catholicchurchesinthe UK. In January 2016 it was reported that
Church of England weekly attendance had dropped toits lowest ever
level —below one million. Many churches are closing because of falling
church attendance. When this happens there isanissue about what
happensto churches, as they have been ‘sacred spaces’.

It isimportant toremember Christianityisaworld religionanditis

spreading and growing very successfully in other parts of the world, 61c2':"2°72ﬁ'|"‘:25'5"86
for example Asia, South America and particularly Africa. The Pew Www.rweiler.com
Research Center estimates that by 2050, four inten Christians will live }
in Sub-Saharan Africa.

Alsothere are some churches are thrivingin Britain. Evangelical churchesin particular have growninrecent
years. Some Christians have decided to leave theirown denomination and join a more evangelical church.
Evangelical church services are very animated and charismatic. Worship has adirect focus on Bible reading,
hymn singingand preaching. There is no formal liturgy and services are spontaneous; people worship and
believethey are moved by the Holy Spirit. This has left some denominations of Christianity such as the Church
of England wanting to try to refresh their worship to encourage more peopleto attend.

Fresh Expressions O
Fresh Expressions refers toamovementinthe Church of

England to change the way some churches and congregations
meet and worship. Thisis an attempt to attract people tothe
church who wouldn’t usually attend church services. Groups
often meetinlesstraditional settings and are more informal.

One type of fresh expression, is a café church. These might
take placein a café linked toachurch orin a commercial café.
People will meet there to talk about theirfaith at the same
time as having refreshments. Other locations for fresh
expressions gatherings include workplaces, gyms and evena
beach!




Christianity — Practices

The worldwide church

| Persecution of Christians past and present Persecution persistently cruel

I persecution of Christians has always taken place and the word ‘martyr’
| isusedfor someone whodiesoriskilled fortheir religious beliefs.

treatment, often due to religion or
belief.

I Jesus himself was amartyr and he warned the disciples they would be persecuted for theirfaith; each one of

| themwas eventually martyred. Christians believe they were given adivine commission from Jesus to spread the
I good news of the Gospel and this may be in the face of personal danger. Christian persecution continues into the

| twenty-firstcenturyinanumberof countriesthroughout the world.

I In some parts of the world Christians are treated unjustly in societies where the Christian faith is a minority
| religion. Forexample, terrorist organisations like Islamic State in the Middle East have targeted Christians,

I forcingthemfromtheirhomesandsubjectingthemto violent attacks. Evangelical Christian organisations, such

| as Christian Freedom International and Open Doors, seek to help persecuted Christians. These organisations

:Christian Charity | \ypatis openboors?

Open Doors was established in 1955 when Brother Andrew, a Dutch missionary,
smuggled Bibles into the Soviet Union. Underthe communist systeminthe Soviet
Union Christian Churches were persecuted.

provide practical help to persecuted Christians, provide Bibles and work actively for the human rights of
Christians suffering persecution.

0 pen DOOI‘S Today Open Doors still supports persecuted Christians across the worldin
different ways and people inthe UKandin Ireland support their work both
practically and financially.

Why does Open Doors do to support persecuted Christians:
» Theydistribute Bibles and otherresources to those who might not have access to Bibles, ormay have

had them confiscated.

» They train Christians and Church leaders to deal with the traumathey may be suffering while

maintaining theirfaith.

»  Theyprovides practical supportfor Christians who have been the victims of disasters.
» Theyspeakonbehalf of persecuted Christians to raise awareness of their situation and gathersupport,
for example by lobbying MPsinthe UK government.

|Work|ng for Christian
: reconciliation

Reconciliationistheideathat people
should make up afteran argumentand
move on. Within the Christian Church
there are many different denominations
and inthe past these differences have led
to conflictand tension. Many Christians
believeitisimportantforthe different
Christian denominations to work together
as much as possible. Today, livingina
pluralistsociety, the need forthe
different Christian denominations to work
togetheris greaterthanever.

Two important organisations working for
Christian reconciliationinthe world today
are the Ecumenical Movementand the
World Council of Churches.

The Ecumenical Movement
‘Ecumenical’ means relating to a number of different
Christian Churches and the Ecumenical Movementis an
attempt to bring closertogetherthe different Christian
denominations and promote Christian unity throughout the
world.

It began with the World Missionary Conference at Edinburgh
in 1910. The movementaimed to unify the Protestant
Churches of the world and ultimately all Christians.

As a result of the work of the Ecumenical Movement there is
much more cooperation between different Christian
denominations, such as different Churches sharinga common
building and joint ecumenical services. Although
denominational differences still exist, today many Christians
believethere should only be one church. Atalocal level,
many churches actually cooperate and work together.
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M What is The World Council of Churches? _

I orga nisation The World Council of Churchesis afellowship of churches that seek to bring unity to
Christianity. They believe itis whatJesus would have wanted.

oV, .
< L% World Council
of Churches The WCC brings together churches, denominations and church fellowships in more
than 120 countries and territories throughout the world, representing over 580
million Christians and including most of the world's Orthodox churches, scores of
Anglican, Baptist, Lutheran, Methodist and Reformed churches, as well as many
United and Independent churches. Whilethe bulk of the WCC's founding churches
were European and North American, today most member churches are in Africa,
Asia, the Caribbean, Latin America, the Middle East and the Pacific. There are now
352 member churches.

What does the World Council of Churchesdo?
For its memberchurches, the WCCis a unique space: one in which they canreflect, speak, act, worship and
work together, challenge and support each other, share and debate with each other. Membersaimto bring
unity tothe Christianreligion. They work togetherto promote theircommon mission and evangelism.
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Each year, the World Council of Churches holds aspecial week of prayerfor Christian unity. It brings together I
churches, denominations and church fellowships in more than 110 countries. The Roman CatholicChurchisn’ta |
member of the World Council of Churches, but does take partin some national and local ecumenical |
organisations. |
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Why is The World Council of Churches important?

At alocal level ‘Churches Togetherin England’, grew out of the work of the World Council of Churchesandisa
practical attempt to focus locally on the fellowship of those who share the Christian faith. The aim today is to
offer practical ways of achieving greater unity. During the week of prayer for Christian unity each January,
special ecumenical services are organised to help Christians come together
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