Activities Week – Monday 14th to Friday 17th July 2026

Dear Parents/Carers
After the second phenomenally successful Activities Week in July last year, another exciting week of activities are again planned for Monday 13th to Friday 17th July 2026 of this academic year.

The leadership team and Governors have seen first-hand how this week promotes the personal development of our students and provides deep and enriching social and educationally valuable experiences which take students out of their comfort zone and help develop skills of perseverance, grit and determination.  

We have refined and improved many aspects of the week for this coming year and so please do read on.

A booklet with the schedule and brief descriptions of each activity can be found on ClassCharts.  Some of these activities have now been made more specific so students can make more informed choices about their chosen activities.  A link to the required online form for selecting activities can also be found on ClassCharts.   Please ensure that activity choices are submitted no later than Friday 7th November 2025.

Please note:
·  if choices are not made by this date, students may not secure a place on their preferred activities and will be allocated non-chargeable activities on-site.
· we will use the information submitted to assess whether an activity is viable based upon numbers wishing to attend.  We reserve the right to withdraw activities initially offered.  
· it’s possible some activities will be over-subscribed, and places cannot always be guaranteed. Priority will be given to students in the higher year groups, for whom this may be their last ever activities week with us.  

Once activities have been allocated, we will confirm your child’s timetable for the week and require you sign the form as acknowledgement of costs payable. 

Final payments for all activities must be made via ParentPay at 2.30pm on Friday 17th April 2026. 

Please note:
· we have a range of over 100 activities on offer for our students and it is a complex administrative task to manage. Please consider carefully your choices when you make selctions, as it is unlikely we will be able to change these later.
· Changes to activities will only be made in exceptional circumstance.  A change of friendship group, a sudden wish to do something else and/or an abrupt dislike of a scheduled activity, are examples where changes will not be made.  
· By returning the signed acknowledgement of activities you as parents/carers are committing to your child attending these activities and are bound to pay the associated costs.  

Payments
To support families with time to budget for activities, we have launched activities week even earlier this year.  We have also expanded our range of non-chargeable activities.

Activities will be set up on ParentPay as “decreasing balances”. As such, payments do not need to be paid in one lump sum, but can be made daily, weekly or monthly, enabling you to budget for this. Please enter the amount you wish to pay in the “amounts” field. 
Please note that most venues/suppliers must be paid by the school in advance and do not provide refunds for non-attendance on the day.  As a result, and as per above, please note therefore that if your child cannot attend an activity, we will not be able to refund the amount paid.

Behaviour
[bookmark: x__Hlk172033902]As you are aware, we have high expectations regarding students’ behaviour, attitude to learning, attendance and punctuality. A place on a visit organised by school is a privilege and students/parents need to understand that if a student makes poor choices regarding behaviour/attitude, or if their attendance/punctuality is poor without good reason, they may not be allocated a place, or their place may be withdrawn.

In line with the Maidenhill Behaviour Policy, any student reaching Stage Two of our Behaviour Policy will be withdrawn from all educational visits, including those taking place during Activities Week.  Please bear this in mind If your child is currently on Stage One of our Behaviour Policy. 

If a student’s place were to be withdrawn, no financial reimbursement will be made, and parents will remain liable for any associated costs. In exceptional circumstances, the school may decide to offer a refund if a suitable replacement can be arranged without difficulty.  However, this is unlikely for Activities Week due to the complexity of organising multiple trips and bookings. By signing up for an external activity, parents acknowledge and accept these terms.  Please refer to our Educational Trips and Visits policy on our website for full terms and conditions.  

We most sincerely hope that this year’s Activities Week continues to be the success it was last year.  

Kind regards
Mrs I Ethelston
Activities Coordinator
