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1st September 2026

Dear Parent/Carer,

School Meals and Free School Meal Changes from September

As we prepare for the start of the new academic year, we would like to remind families about our school meal provision and make you aware of some important changes to Free School Meal (FSM) eligibility.

Information about our school meals, weekly menus, and examples of our meal deal options can be found on our website:

https://www.maidenhill.gloucs.sch.uk/students/lunch-arrangements 
Changes to Free School Meal Eligibility

From 1 September, changes will be made to the national Free School Meal eligibility criteria. We understand that eligibility has been expanded to include more families who receive Universal Credit. Eligibility will also be subject to regular review, which is expected to take place annually.

As a result of these changes, some students who were entitled to Free School Meals during the last academic year may no longer meet the revised eligibility criteria and could lose their entitlement. We therefore encourage all families to check their eligibility.
Further information and details of how to apply can be found here:

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/free-school-meals/apply-for-free-school-meals/ 
Previously, students eligible for Free School Meals received an additional school-funded break-time allowance of £1.40 per day. This was funded through the Pupil Premium grant. As the expansion of FSM eligibility will include students who do not attract Pupil Premium funding, the school will no longer be able to provide this additional allowance beyond 30th  September.

For September only, the break-time allowance will increase to £1.45 per day, in line with the tariff increase applied by our catering contractor.

From 1 October, students entitled to Free School Meals will continue to receive their daily FSM lunch allowance, but the additional break-time funding will cease. 
The lunch allowance will be £3.10 per day, which can be used to purchase:

A main meal option;

A chill meal deal option; or

A combination of food items from the tariff menu up to the value of £3.10.

Parents may add additional funds to their child's ParentPay account if they wish.

Please note that students will no longer be able to purchase drinks separately using their FSM allowance unless the drink is included as part of a meal deal.

General Student Meal Debt – applicable to all
You may recall that we wrote to all families last academic year, to remind them that students should have sufficient funds available on their account before purchasing food from the canteen.

The school operates an emergency overdraft facility of up to £5, allowing students to purchase food in exceptional circumstances where a parent has been unable to top up their account or where a payment has not yet cleared. We recognise that some payment methods can take up to 24 hours to process.

Any debt incurred through this emergency facility should be cleared as soon as possible and accounts should be returned to a positive balance. If parents are unable to top up the account, students should bring a packed lunch from home.

We understand that some families would prefer their child not to have access to this emergency overdraft facility. If you would like us to remove this option from your child's account, please email: finance@maidenhill.gloucs.sch.uk

Finally, we ask that you check your child's lunch account is free from debt and has sufficient credit before the start of the new academic year.

We appreciate your understanding as we make these necessary changes and continue to provide the best possible support for our students.

If you have any questions regarding school meals or Free School Meal eligibility, please contact us at: finance@maidenhill.gloucs.sch.uk

Yours sincerely
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Samantha Tovey
Business Manager
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